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2009  ACS Rankings for 
Hampton Roads 
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Month U.S. HR Month U.S. HR Month U.S. HR

Jan-00 4.01% 2.8% Aug-03 6.07% 4.2% Mar-07 4.39% 3.0%

Feb-00 4.11% 2.8% Sep-03 6.09% 4.3% Apr-07 4.49% 3.0%

Mar-00 4.03% 2.7% Oct-03 5.95% 4.1% May-07 4.43% 3.0%

Apr-00 3.84% 2.4% Nov-03 5.83% 4.1% Jun-07 4.55% 3.1%

May-00 4.04% 2.6% Dec-03 5.67% 4.0% Jul-07 4.65% 3.2%

Jun-00 3.96% 2.5% Jan-04 5.70% 4.1% Aug-07 4.64% 3.2%

Jul-00 4.04% 2.5% Feb-04 5.57% 4.0% Sep-07 4.69% 3.3%

Aug-00 4.11% 2.5% Mar-04 5.78% 4.2% Oct-07 4.75% 3.2%

Sep-00 3.95% 2.4% Apr-04 5.56% 3.9% Nov-07 4.74% 3.4%

Oct-00 3.88% 2.3% May-04 5.58% 3.9% Dec-07 5.00% 3.6%

Nov-00 3.94% 2.3% Jun-04 5.62% 4.0% Jan-08 4.95% 3.5%

Dec-00 3.93% 2.3% Jul-04 5.51% 4.0% Feb-08 4.84% 3.5%

Jan-01 4.19% 2.6% Aug-04 5.41% 3.9% Mar-08 5.06% 3.7%

Feb-01 4.24% 2.7% Sep-04 5.38% 3.9% Apr-08 4.96% 3.6%

Mar-01 4.27% 2.9% Oct-04 5.45% 4.0% May-08 5.44% 3.9%

Apr-01 4.37% 3.0% Nov-04 5.35% 4.0% Jun-08 5.55% 4.0%

May-01 4.34% 3.1% Dec-04 5.36% 4.1% Jul-08 5.76% 4.1%

Jun-01 4.52% 3.2% Jan-05 5.26% 4.0% Aug-08 6.15% 4.3%

Jul-01 4.58% 3.1% Feb-05 5.38% 4.1% Sep-08 6.19% 4.4%

Aug-01 4.91% 3.5% Mar-05 5.21% 4.1% Oct-08 6.57% 4.6%

Sep-01 4.96% 3.6% Apr-05 5.15% 4.1% Nov-08 6.87% 5.0%

Oct-01 5.34% 3.7% May-05 5.13% 4.0% Dec-08 7.37% 5.5%

Nov-01 5.55% 4.0% Jun-05 5.04% 3.9% Jan-09 7.73% 5.8%

Dec-01 5.72% 4.1% Jul-05 4.96% 3.8% Feb-09 8.23% 6.2%

Jan-02 5.69% 4.0% Aug-05 4.90% 3.8% Mar-09 8.63% 6.5%

Feb-02 5.68% 4.1% Sep-05 5.04% 4.0% Apr-09 8.93% 6.7%

Mar-02 5.75% 4.2% Oct-05 4.97% 3.8% May-09 9.37% 6.9%

Apr-02 5.94% 4.3% Nov-05 5.04% 3.9% Jun-09 9.51% 6.9%

May-02 5.79% 4.2% Dec-05 4.85% 3.6% Jul-09 9.42% 6.9%

Jun-02 5.80% 4.1% Jan-06 4.70% 3.3% Aug-09 9.71% 6.9%

Jul-02 5.79% 4.1% Feb-06 4.77% 3.4% Sep-09 9.85% 7.3%

Aug-02 5.73% 4.0% Mar-06 4.69% 3.3% Oct-09 10.15% 7.3%

Sep-02 5.67% 4.0% Apr-06 4.72% 3.3% Nov-09 9.98% 7.2%

Oct-02 5.72% 4.0% May-06 4.62% 3.2% Dec-09 9.97% 7.3%

Nov-02 5.87% 4.1% Jun-06 4.62% 3.2% Jan-10 9.69% 7.2%

Dec-02 5.96% 4.2% Jul-06 4.73% 3.4% Feb-10 9.69% 7.4%

Jan-03 5.84% 4.2% Aug-06 4.68% 3.3% Mar-10 9.75% 7.6%

Feb-03 5.90% 4.1% Sep-06 4.52% 3.6% Apr-10 9.86% 7.6%

Mar-03 5.88% 4.2% Oct-06 4.43% 3.4% May-10 9.70% 7.5%

Apr-03 6.04% 4.2% Nov-06 4.52% 3.3% Jun-10 9.51% 7.3%

May-03 6.11% 4.3% Dec-06 4.44% 3.2% Jul-10 9.51% 7.3%

Jun-03 6.30% 4.4% Jan-07 4.63% 3.1% Aug-10 9.64% 7.3%

Jul-03 6.15% 4.4% Feb-07 4.51% 3.1% Sep-10 9.58% 7.3%

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

Figure 1.17  Deseasonalized Unemployment Rates In Hampton 

Roads And The United States
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Layout of Each Figure 
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics

Why is it important: 

Unemployment rates reflect both the 
general well-being of the labor force 
and the ability of the labor force to 
meet the needs of employers. 
Comparing the regional 
unemployment rate to the national 
rate enables one to assess the 
condition of the regional labor market 
over time. 
 
How are we doing: 
Hampton Roads has historically 
had low unemployment rates, 
though the unemployment rate 
has climbed recently on both 
the national and regional level. 
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Gross Regional Product 
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Gross Regional Product 
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Unemployment Rates 
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Unemployment 

ÅLŦ IŀƳǇǘƻƴ wƻŀŘǎΩ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜ 
increased to the national rate, it would be 
equivalent to approximately 18,000 additional 
persons becoming unemployed. 
 

ïThis is roughly equal to the number of people who 
work at Naval Air Station Oceana 
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Hampton Roads Per Capita Income in 
Relation to the National Average 
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Per Capita Income in Hampton Roads 
and Competing Metro Areas 
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U.S Per Capita Income- $39,595 
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Purchasing Power of Per Capita Income in 
Hampton Roads and Competing Metro 
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Hampton Roads Regional  
Cost of Living Index 
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Hampton Roads Cost of Living Index 

14 

12% 

Reduction in Relative 
Purchasing Power  

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

1999 2009

C
o
st

 o
f 

L
iv

in
g

 I
n

d
e
x
 (

1
0
0
 =

 U
rb

a
n

 A
re

a
 A

ve
ra

g
e
)

 

Composite Cost of Living Index for Hampton Roads 

Source: The Council for Community and Economic Research 




