
Project Title: 

*  

Reaching for the Sky 

To be eligible 

for the grant, 

projects 

should be 

specifically 

tied to one or 

more of the 

following 

topics 

(Choose all 

that apply) *  

 Habitat Restoration/Creation/Beautification 

Amount 

Requested: *  

$499.18 

Teacher / 

Leader's 

Name: *  

Lydia Hallman 

School or 

Organization 

Name & 

Complete 

Address: *  

Newtown Elementary School 

5277 Learning Circle 

Virginia Beach VA 23462 

Subject / 

Grade / Age 

Range: *  

Science Grades 2-3 

Number of 

Children: *  

530 

Goals & Objectives: *  

This grant would allow for the expansion of the current garden plan to include climbing plants that produce things that can be 

used by humans. The initial intent is to grow birdhouse gourds and lufa sponges. Students will take the birdhouse gourds in to art 

class and paint them up and some can be used as birdhouses in the garden, some can be donated and some can go home with the 

students. The lufa sponges can be used as a bath scrubber or scrub dishes and can be donated or taken home. To add some 

attractiveness and something to attract butterflies and pollinators, Bearded Iris will be planted at the base of the lattice wall. There 

is no shade in the courtyard and the umbrellas will help with giving cover over students and staff that are in the courtyard.  

SOLs addressed 

2.4 The student will investigate and understand that plants and animals undergo a series of orderly changes as they mature and 

grow. Key concepts include 
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a) animal life cycles; and 

b) plant life cycles. 

2.5 The student will investigate and understand that living things are part of a system. Key concepts include 

a) living organisms are interdependent with their living and nonliving surroundings; 

b) an animal’s habitat includes adequate food, water, shelter or cover, and space; 

c) habitats change over time due to many influences; and 

2.7 The student will investigate and understand that weather and seasonal changes affect plants, animals, and their surroundings. 

Key concepts include 

a) effects of weather and seasonal changes on the growth and behavior of living things; and 

b) weathering and erosion of land surfaces. 

2.8 The student will investigate and understand that plants produce oxygen and food, are a source of useful products, and provide 

benefits in nature. Key concepts include 

a) important plant products are identified and classified; 

c) plants provide oxygen, homes, and food for many animals; and 

d) plants can help reduce erosion. 

2.1 The student will demonstrate an understanding of scientific reasoning, logic, and the nature of science by planning and 

conducting investigations in which 

a) observations and predictions are made and questions are formed; 

b) observations are differentiated from personal interpretation; 

c) observations are repeated to ensure accuracy; 

e) length, volume, mass, and temperature are measured in metric units and standard English units using the proper tools; 

g) conditions that influence a change are identified and inferences are made; 

h) data are collected and recorded, and bar graphs are constructed using numbered axes; 

i) data are analyzed, and unexpected or unusual quantitative data are recognized; 

j) conclusions are drawn; 

k) observations and data are communicated; 

3.1 The student will demonstrate an understanding of scientific reasoning, logic, and the nature of science by planning and 

conducting investigations in which 

b) predictions are formulated using a variety of sources of information;  

e) length, volume, mass, and temperature are estimated and measured in metric and standard English units using proper tools and 

techniques; 

g) questions are developed to formulate hypotheses; 

h) data are gathered, charted, graphed, and analyzed; 

i) unexpected or unusual quantitative data are recognized; 

j) inferences are made and conclusions are drawn; 

k) data are communicated; 

3.7 The student will investigate and understand the major components of soil, its origin, and its importance to plants and animals 

including humans. Key concepts include 

a) soil provides the support and nutrients necessary for plant growth; 

c) rock, clay, silt, sand, and humus are components of soils; and 

d) soil is a natural resource and should be conserved. 
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3.8 The student will investigate and understand basic patterns and cycles occurring in nature. Key concepts include 

b) animal life cycles; and 

c) plant life cycles. 

3.9 The student will investigate and understand the water cycle and its relationship to life on Earth. Key concepts include 

d) water is essential for living things; and 

e) water on Earth is limited and needs to be conserved. 

3.10 The student will investigate and understand that natural events and human influences can affect the survival of species. Key 

concepts include 

a) the interdependency of plants and animals; 

c) the effects of fire, flood, disease, and erosion on organisms; and 

d) conservation and resource renewal. 

 

3.11 The student will investigate and understand different sources of energy. Key concepts include 

a) energy from the sun; 

Project 

Timeline: *  

The items will be purchased and installed as soon as the grant money is available. The school offers a summer 

program and these classes could take advantage of the process and gardens as well. The project will continue 

through the entire school year and students will harvest seeds in the fall and replant in the spring from the 

harvested seeds. They will monitor changes in the courtyard/gardens over the months and track developments. 

The project summary would be submitted in June 2016.  

Project Budget: *  

This is a large scale, multiyear project that will pull from multiple grant applications as they are approved. We have currently 

depleted a 1000.00 grant from the Building Futures Grant program offered through the Virginia Beach school system. With that 

we got three vegetable beds started as well as an herb garden and a butterfly garden. We need the materials in this grant to 

support these gardens through environmentally sound practices.  

 

4X4X10 posts 12.47 3 37.41 

4X8 Lattice 24.57 2 49.14 

fill it 5.22 8 41.76 

post cap 8.77 3 26.31 

post skirt 2.97 3 8.91 

bulbs and seeds 100 1 100 

cement 3.98 1 3.98 

garden soil 7.97 5 39.85 

landscape timbers 1.97 6 11.82 

bird bath 70 1 70 

umbrella 110 1 110 

499.18 
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Name: *  Lydia Hallman  

Email: *  Lydia.Hallman@vbschools.com  

Phone Number: *  (757) 648-3120  

All information in this application 

is correct. I have reviewed the 

proposal with my school principal 

or organizational leader. As a 

condition of accepting the mini-

grant money, I understand that I 

will be required to complete and 

submit the project summary form 

and pictures from the project upon 

completion of this project. I will 

submit my summary report within 

14 days of completion. *  

 By checking the box and submitting this form, I certify the above. 
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