Figure 3.6 Dependency Ratio in the U.S. and Hampton Roads

Why is it important?

This shows the extent to which
the working age population
supports dependents (both

72%

children and adults). The size of
the dependency ratio has a
causal link to GDP growth.
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How are we doing? 2
Hampton Road's dependency &
ratio had been declining slowly E‘ 66% |
since its peak in 1998, and then =
declined rapidly recently. The §
nation had seen a more g 64% 1
significant decrease in the
dependency ratio driven

62%

primarily by declining birthrates.
The dependency ratio both in

Hampton Roads and the nation
will increase as the population
ages.
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Note: Non-zero
axis
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Source: Regional Economic Modeling Inc., HRPDC
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