
 HRPDC Executive Committee Meeting – June 20, 2013 

 

AGENDA NOTE - HRPDC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
ITEM #7: CHESAPEAKE BAY LOCAL GOVERNMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
SUBJECT:  
The Hampton Roads members of the Chesapeake Bay Local Government Advisory Committee 
(LGAC) sent a letter to the Governor on March 26, 2013 outlining three areas of concern and on 
April 19, 2013 The Secretary of Natural Resources responded. The LGAC members are meeting 
with Russ Baxter, Virginia’s Chesapeake Bay Coordinator, on June 21, 2013 to discuss the 
concerns raised in the initial letter.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
Three local elected officials from Hampton Roads were appointed to the Chesapeake Bay LGAC 
by the Governor and have reached out to the state to improve communication: 
 

 Sheila Noll, York County 
 Debbie Ritter, City of Chesapeake 
 Rosemary Wilson, City of Virginia Beach 

 
According to the bylaws, “the purpose of the LGAC is to assume both a proactive and reactive 
policy development role in advising the Executive Council (EPA Administrator, Mayor of the 
District of Columbia, the Governors of Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, and Chairman of 
the Chesapeake Bay Commission) on how to most effectively, equitably, and expeditiously 
implement the projects and other actions required to engage the support of local governments 
to achieve the goals of the Bay Agreement. The LGAC is responsible for communicating both 
with the Executive Council in its advisory capacity, and with local governments throughout the 
Bay region. The LGAC’s goal is to develop and execute strategy, to ensure continued local 
government participation, and input in the design, development, and implementation of 
programs to protect and improve the Chesapeake Bay”.  
 
More information about LGAC membership, meetings, and reports can be found at 
http://www.chesapeakebay.net/groups/group/local_government_advisory_committee. 
 
Ms. Whitney Katchmark, HRPDC Principal Water Resources Planner, will provide a brief 
update on the response to the letter of concern sent to Governor McDonnell from the Hampton 
Roads appointees to the Chesapeake Bay LGAC.  
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RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
For discussion purposes. 
 

http://www.chesapeakebay.net/groups/group/local_government_advisory_committee


 

March 26, 2013 
 
The Honorable Robert R. McDonnell 
Governor 
Patrick Henry Building, 3rd Floor 
1111 East Broad Street  
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
 
RE: Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load Program 
 
Dear Governor McDonnell: 
 
Since 2010, we have served at your request on the Chesapeake Bay Program’s Local Government 
Advisory Committee. The Committee is tasked with improving the role of local governments in Bay 
restoration efforts and advising the Bay Program’s Executive Council. We are honored to serve 
Virginia as a voice for local government, but we are hindered from being able to provide more 
effective representation. For that reason, we feel compelled to share our concerns with you and seek 
improvements.  
 
The attached outline describes our three areas of concern: communication between the State and 
localities, communication between the State and the Chesapeake Bay Program, and transition of the 
Stormwater Program from DCR to DEQ. 
 
We understand that the implementation of the Bay TMDL is a monumental challenge that the EPA has 
forced on the Commonwealth without offering substantial support. We hope the Commonwealth will 
choose a different approach in dealing with localities by providing guidance and tools instead of 
forcing localities to shoulder the entire burden of TMDL implementation. Local governments need 
state agencies to represent their interests by actively supporting changes to the Bay Program.  
 
Please respond to our outlined concerns prior to our next LGAC meeting on April 11, 2013. We 
welcome the opportunity to meet with you to refine solutions to these issues and improve 
communication moving forward.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
   
 
Debbie Ritter  Sheila Noll  Rosemary Wilson 
City of Chesapeake York County  City of Virginia Beach 
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Copy:  The Honorable Doug Domenech, Secretary of Natural Resources 
 The Honorable John Cosgrove, Delegate, Virginia General Assembly 
 David Paylor, Director, Department of Environmental Quality 
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