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What is Green Infrastructure?
“A planned network of green spaces that benefit 
wildlife and people, link urban settings to rural ones 
and…forms an integral part of government budgets 
and programs.”
- The Conservation Fund



Green Infrastructure
Natural areas: wetlands, 
woodlands, waterways, and 
wildlife habitat 
Conservation lands: nature 
preserves, wildlife corridors, 
and greenways
Working lands of 
conservation value: forests, 
farms, and ranches
Outdoor recreation and 
trail networks
Parks and Historic 
Resources



Hampton Roads Conservation 
Corridor Study

Virginia Coastal Program provided 
grant based on the success of the 
SWAMP (Southern Watershed 
Area Management Plan)

Conservation Corridor for the 
Southern Watershed Area

Current project objective is to 
extend the Corridor to all of 
Hampton Roads



SWAMP Corridor



Goals for the Project

Identify a corridor system that provides 
multiple benefits:

Habitat protection
Stormwater management
Comprehensive Planning
Recreation/Tourism

Work with all localities to incorporate local 
planning needs
Provide GIS mapping of corridor system to 
localities
Educate public on benefits of the corridor 
system



Summary of Process

Developed initial suitability model
Asked natural resource planners to 
refine the model
Refined model used as base data 
for discussions with local planners
Compiled “overlay” dataset 
showing Opportunities for 
Connectivity



Land Cover



Wetlands
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Educational Elements

Newsletter Articles
PowerPoint files
Final Report: Hampton Roads 
Conservation Corridor Study
Video: Make the Connection: Green 
Infrastructure for the Future of 
Hampton Roads
Information available on HRPDC web 
site at: 
http://www.hrpdc.org/newpep/   
HRCCS. shtml

http://www.hrpdc.org/newpep/HRCCS.shtml
http://www.hrpdc.org/newpep/HRCCS.shtml


Workshop Goals

Provide an overview of funding and 
implementation strategies for open 
space networks in Hampton Roads.
Review examples of current efforts 
to protect open space in Hampton 
Roads. 
Discuss opportunities for improved 
coordination of open space 
protection efforts.



Agenda
• 10:15 – 10:45 Mr. Dan Nees: University of Maryland Environmental 

Finance Center
• 10:45 – 11:15 Mr. David Carter: Trust for Public Land
• 11: 15 – 11:45 Ms. Caren Schumacher: Williamsburg Land 

Conservancy 
and Ms. Tyla Matteson: Hampton Land Conservancy

• 11:45 – 12:00 Questions and Discussion
• 12:00 – 12:30  Lunch
• 12:30 – 1:00   Ms. Emily Clifton: Maryland National Capital Parks and 

Planning Commission
• 1:00 – 1:30      Ms. Barbara Bodenstein: Elizabeth River Project
• 1:30 – 2:00      Mr. Gene Crabtree: Natural Resources Conservation 

Service
• 2:00 – 2:45      Panel Discussion
• 2:45 – 3:00      Closing Remarks
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