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Special Report: 
Groundwater Withdrawals Increase as  
Public Reviews Proposed Regulations  

Explore data with the interac ve map viewer. 
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HRPDC has completed a summary of permitted withdraw-
als in the Eastern Virginia Ground Water Management Ar-
ea (outlined in gold on the map below), which is an im-
portant drinking water source for the region. Declining 
groundwater levels in this area continue to be of concern. 
All groundwater withdrawals of more than 300,000 gallons 
per month require a permit from the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ).  

The map below (view PDF) shows changes in permitted 
withdrawals from 2005 to 2012 (click here for interactive 
map viewer). Many permits were renewed during this peri-
od. Each point on the map represents the general location 
of a permitted withdrawal. The blue circles identify permits 
that have decreased their withdrawals.  Red circles identify 
permits that have increased withdrawals. Green circles 
identify new permits issued after 2005. Click on each point 

on the map to see the name of the permittee and the per-
mitted amount in 2005 and 2012. 

From 2005 to 2012, the total permitted withdrawals in the 
Eastern Virginia GWMA increased by approximately 1.05 
million gallons per day. While 47 new permits were issued, 
39 permits became inactive. Public water supply and indus-
trial uses account for 47% and 50%, respectively, of the 
withdrawals permitted during this period. 

DEQ has published notice of two proposed regulations im-
pacting the management of groundwater resources. The 
proposed language for 9VAC20-600, Eastern Virginia 
Ground Water Management Area and 9VAC25-610 
Groundwater Withdrawal Regulations is available for re-
view in the October 22, 2012 issue of the Virginia Register 
of Regulations.  

 

Eastern Virginia GWMA, Groundwater Withdrawal Permit Summary (2005 to 2012)  
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