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Total Population

Why is it important?

Higher population allows the
cost of government services to be
spread across more individuals
and can allow for more
representation at the General
Assembly. High population also
demands greater investments.

Population Growth

Why is it important?

Average annual population
growth rates show how quickly a
locality is growing, which is very
important for planning new
infrastructure required within
the city or county, and the
Hampton Roads region overall.

Local Comparisons

Population

Total Population, 2023

Chesapeake I 253,886
Franklin 18,339
Gloucester I 40,057
Hampton IS 137,098
Isle of Wight I 40,711
James City I 382,654
Newport News I 183,118
Norfolk NN 230,930
Poquoson M 12,635
Portsmouth NN 96,793
Southampton Il 17,975
Suffolk NN 100,659
Surry 16,593
Virginia Beach I 453,649
Williamsburg Il 15,847
York I 70,952

100,000 200,000 300,000

Population

400,000 500,000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Intercensal Population Estimates and HRPDC.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau Intercensal Population Estimates and HRPDC.
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Net Domestic Migration

Why is it important?

As the natural change in the
population slows, migration has
become an increasingly
important factor in determining
population trends. Net domestic
migration measures the
difference between a locality’s
domestic in-migration and
domestic out-migration of
residents. Estimates reflect the
three-year annual average per
1,000 residents.

Net International Migration

Why is it important?

Net international migration
measures the difference between
a locality’s international in-
migration and international out-
migration of residents over a
given year. Estimates reflect the
three-year annual average per
1,000 residents.

Local Comparisons

Net Migration
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau Intercensal Population Estimates and HRPDC.
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Average Annual Rate of International Migration, 2020-2023
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Percent of Population Aged 25-54

Why is it important?

The percent of the population
between the ages of 25 to 54 is
known as the prime working age
population as they have reliably
higher labor force participation
rates compared to other age
groups.

Change in Population Aged 25-54

Why is it important?

As birth rates decline and the
population ages, ensuring steady
growth in the prime working-age
population is important for
sustained economic growth. A
robust working-age population
supports productivity, drives
innovation, and sustains social
safety nets.

Local Comparisons

Population by Age

Percent of Population Aged 25 to 54, 2022

Chesapeake I 40.7%
Franklin I 32.7 %
Gloucester NI 36.0%
Hampton I 38.1%
Isle of Wight I 35.9%
James City I 32.9%
Newport News I 39.3%
Norfolk I 10.8%
Poquoson NN 36.8%
Portsmouth I 40.3%
Southampton N 36.0%
Suffolk NI 39.8%
Surry I 32.4%,
Virginia Beach I 41.1%
Williamsburg I 24.9%
York I 37 .4%
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau Intercensal Population Estimates and HRPDC.
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Compound Annual Rate of Growth in Population Aged 25 to 54, 2012-2022
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Labor Force Participation Rate

Labor Force

Why is it important?

The labor force participation rate
is measured as the share of the
civilian population 16 and older
who are either actively looking
for work or currently employed.

Local Comparisons

Civilian Labor Force Participation Rate, 2022

Chesapeake I 67.2%
Franklin I 58.1%
Gloucester I 63.1%
Hampton I 65.9%
Isle of Wight I 63.7 %

James City I 57.2%
Newport News I 67.6%
Norfolk NI 70.0%
Poquoson I 64.5%
Portsmouth I 63.1%
Southampton NN 55 9%,
Suffolk I 66.5%
Surry I 60.4%
Virginia Beach NI 69.5%
Williamsburg I 19.4%
York I 67.0%

0%

50% 75%
Rate

Source: U.S. Census Bureau ACS 5-Year Estimates and HRPDC.

Average Annual Rate of Growth in the Labor Force

Why is it important? Average Annual Change in Civilian Labor Force, 2018-2023

A locality’s civilian labor force Chesapeake I (.7 8%,

consists of individuals who are Franklin -0.34% I

either employed or actively Gloucester I 0.49%

looking for work. Trends in the Hampton I 0.55%

civilian labor force offer valuable Isle of Wight I 0.83%
James City I 0.75%

insight into the trajectory of a

locality’s workforce. Newport News

Norfolk
Poquoson
Portsmouth
Southampton
Suffolk

Surry

Virginia Beach
Williamsburg
York
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics and HRPDC.
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Employment Growth

Why is it important?

Employment reflects the level of
employed residents in an area.
Population growth and
employment growth are also
typically linked, as a growing
population often leads to
increased labor supply.

Unemployment Rates

Why is it important?

A key indicator of the overall
health of a locality’s labor
market, the unemployment rate
reflects the number of
unemployed residents as a
percentage of the locality’s
civilian labor force.

Local Comparisons

Employment

Employment Average Annual Growth Rate, 2018-2023

Chesapeake I 0.81%
Franklin -0.22% I
Gloucester I 0.51%
Hampton I 0.63%
Isle of Wight I 0.86%
James City I 0.77 %
Newport News I 0.51%
Norfolk I 0.35%
Pogquoson I 0.55%
Portsmouth I 0.55%
Southampton I (.47 %
Suffolk I .05 %
Surry I 0.15%
Virginia Beach I 0.50%
Williamsburg I 0.93%
York I 0.85%
-0.5% 0.0% 0.5% 1.0%

Average Annual Growth Rate
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics and HRPDC.

Average Annual Unemployment Rate, 2023

Chesapeake I 2 9%,
Franklin NI 3.8%
Gloucester ININININININGN 2 6%,
Hampton I 3.7 %
Isle of Wight I 2.8 %
James City I 2.8 %
Newport News I 3.4%
Norfolk I 3 4%,
Poquoson NN 2 5%,
Portsmouth I 3.7 %
Southampton I 2 6%
Suffolk I 3.1%
Surry I 2.7 %
Virginia Beach I 2.8 %
Williamsburg I 4.0%
York I 2.7 %
0% 1% 2% 3% 4% 5%
Rate
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics and HRPDC.
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Median Household Income

Why is it important?

Median household income can
be indicative of a region’s overall
economic health and the
financial resources available to
its households. Higher median
household income typically
reflect higher living standards of
living.

Poverty Rates

Why is it important?

Individuals and families below
the poverty line form the most
vulnerable part of the region’s
population, and thus require a
high level of support services. A
high poverty rate also requires
different types of interventions
than might be needed in a
community with a low poverty
rate. In 2024, the poverty
threshold for a family of four in
the United States was $31,200.

Local Comparisons

Income and Poverty

Median Household Income, 2022

Chesapeake I $92,703
Franklin I $57,537
Gloucester I 583,750
Hampton I $64,430
Isle of Wight I $91,680
James City I 100,711
Newport News NN $63,355
Norfolk NI $60,998

Poquoson NN $114,503

Portsmouth I $57,154
Southampton NN 567,813
Suffolk I $87,758
Surry I $68,655
Virginia Beach I $87,544
Williamsburg I $66,815
York I $105,154

$0 $40,000 $80,000 $120,000
Dollars

Source: U.S. Census Bureau ACS 5-Year Estimates and HRPDC.

Poverty Rate, 2022

Chesapeake I S 7%
Franklin I 19.0%
Gloucester INIEININIGIGGG—— S 7%,
Hampton I 14.4%
Isle of Wight NI S.5%,
James City I 6.9,
Newport News NN 17.2%
Norfolk I 18.8%
Poquoson NN 5 6%
Portsmouth I 19.8%
Southampton NN 15.0%
Suffolk NI 11.6%
Surry I 12.4%
Virginia Beach I 9.9%,
Williamsburg I 18.6%
York I 5.1%

0% 10% 20%
Percent

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Small Area Income and Health Statistics and HRPDC.
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Housing

Median Sale Price of Existing Residental Homes

Why is it important? Median Sales Price of Existing Homes, 2023
The median sale price of existing Chesapeake I $367,214
homes is a key indicator of the Franklin NG $298,777

housing market’s health and Gloucester NN $335,114

broader economic conditions in Hampton I 258,771

aregion. It represents the isle of Wight N 367,663

midpoint of all home sales
prices, with half of the homes
selling for more and half for less.

James City NI $457,667
Newport News NN $268,117
Norfolk NN $296,196
Poquoson NG $413,066
Portsmouth NG $246,146
suffolk NG $365,210
Virginia Beach NI 359,312
Williamsburg NG $388,224
York I $413,800

$0 $200,000 $400,000 $600,000
Dollars

Source: REIN and HRPDC. Isle of Wight reflects the combined area of Smithfield and Isle of Wight.



