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Representing:  Resident of Yorktown 

Subject:  Waste Management 

Comment Transcription: 

Good morning, I’m here on behalf of myself, about waste management in the region, not just 
about York County which is where I am from, but this is a regional issue. Elimination of 
landfills with a shift to proper waste management should be the goal of a regional plan. We 
need to shift from landfills to taking care of waste properly and safely. Landfills may be 
emitting more methane than previously reported, because the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) may be drastically underestimating how much garbage is being deposited in 
nation’s landfills according to a Yale University study. The study was published in the journal 
Nature – Climate Change in 2015. The study also found that open landfills emit 91% of all 
landfill methane emissions, while closed landfills are only 17% more efficient than open 
landfills. Methane is a greenhouse gas up to 35 times more potent than carbon dioxide and a 
driver of climate change across the U.S. from its landfills. Landfills are the third largest source 
of U.S. methane emissions. 

The May 2019 Sierra Club meeting included waste managers from York County, James City 
County, Newport News, and Hampton. Upon that, I developed this concept that you see 
before you, there is a briefing including what I am reading to you, and then there is a blurb 
on landfills and their emissions per EPA. I developed this concept for regional recycling from 
that meeting. The concept is to reuse the Yorktown Dominion Virginia Power Plant and the 
former Exxon Refinery on the York River. The power plant shut down and Dominion is in the 
process of trying to decommission it. The refinery is no longer refining, they took down all 
the refining equipment, but they still have the oil tanks and the port to ship from. They pull 
up oil tankers to ship and offload and take it to wherever you need to have it refined. I have 
given this concept to both Dominion and Plains Marketing, which owns the old refinery now, 
and they ran it up through their channels. Dominion was interested in the concept, but they 
have contacted me since and said they were going to look at other options. So both of those 
land uses are yet to be determined; both companies are looking at what they are going to do 
with their properties.  
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The center would use gasification at the power plant and pyrolysis at the refinery to 
incinerate non-recyclable products and turn the plastic back into oil, which could be used 
and stored in their tanks. This would put the power plant back into power production with 
elemental products for sale to industry and use the refinery’s current infrastructure for oil 
and power production and power distribution via the power plant. This would save valuable 
land and infrastructure for potential regional benefit. The concept would be beneficial to the 
health and well-being of the region’s population with the elimination of polluting landfills. 
We could shift our regional waste stream over time from landfills to a proper recycling 
process. The Yorktown facility could have a huge impact on our waste management issue, 
which all communities share. The advantage could include significant community savings in 
waste management expense; potential reduction in waste management fees; elimination of 
reduction of tipping fees; elimination of the need for more landfill property; the potential for 
additional jobs; increased tax revenue from the success of the recycling centers products that 
they generate, like electricity, elements, and oil; reduction of pollution to the Chesapeake 
Bay; as well as reclaiming that land that is currently tied up with landfills to be reused for 
other more productive economic uses. Sweden is doing this now, they are mining their 
landfills, doing the same process. This could support EPA’s recently released waste 
management plan and garner their support and maybe funding, and there is also the inflation 
reduction act as a source of revenue to maybe help fund this, plus local community revenues. 
Thank you very much for allowing me to speak. 

 
Attachment 8B




