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What will the next major energy industry be? While many can venture a guess, 

the Commonwealth has leaned into efforts 27 miles off the coast of Virginia: 

offshore wind. 

The Hampton Roads region is leading the way with Dominion Energy’s Coastal 

Virginia Offshore Wind (CVOW) project. This is only the second offshore wind 

project in the nation, but the results from the pilot project are encouraging. 
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When it is fully constructed in 2026, the final 2.6-gigawatt project will provide 

zero-carbon energy to as many as 660,000 customers at peak output. 

The impacts are significantly more far-reaching than just zero-energy output, 

though. An economic-impact analysis by the Hampton Roads 

Alliance estimated that the seven-year impact of the project will amount to 

roughly $57 million in pay and benefits and $143 million in economic output, 

generating $5 million in state and local tax revenue. 

Beyond that, though, Hampton Roads is uniquely positioned to leverage this 

emerging sector as a job creation opportunity. Offshore wind also diversifies 

Virginia’s employment base through demand for skilled workers. Job creation 

estimates include 37,000 jobs created under the 8-gigawatt East Coast build-out 

scenario, 14,000 jobs created in Virginia based on DOE wind energy demand 

scenarios, and 9,800 jobs created per 100 turbines installed. 

The Hampton Roads Planning District Commission (HRPDC) was instrumental 

in motivating their region toward support of offshore wind energy, helping 

strengthen Hampton Roads’ position as the best location on the East Coast from 

which to support offshore wind development. Due to the presence of the 

military and the Port of Virginia, the channels leading to the harbor do not have 

vertical limitations due to the use of bridge/tunnels to keep channels open and 

operating for the military and port partners. 

The Hampton Roads region is mobilizing to position itself as the harbor and 

region of choice to assemble and transport the large components involved with 

constructing these wind turbines to the offshore wind lease areas off the coast of 

Virginia and the entire Mid-Atlantic region.  Hampton Roads is working to 

establish the 757 region as the supply chain hub for this exciting new energy 

industry. The success is already being seen locally, with the Port of Virginia 

leasing a portion of its facilities as the first US offshore wind blade finishing 

facility. It is anticipated to see the continued economic development potential 

realize over the next several years, putting Virginia, and Hampton Roads, on the 

leading edge of this growing industry. 
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The Northern Virginia Regional Commission (NVRC) has been a long time 

strong supporter of clean energy in the Commonwealth. In 2018 NVRC was 

pleased to unanimously pass a resolution in support of this project. Additionally, 

NVRC joined HRPDC in signing a joint letter supporting the project. 

NVRC and HRPDC are two of 21 planning districts that serve the 

Commonwealth of Virginia. To learn more about Planning Districts please visit 

the Virginia Association of Planning District Commissions website. 

 

With many thanks to our colleagues at HRPDC for helping co-author this blog 

post on this most important project. Photo courtesy of HRPDC. 
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