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SUMMARY OF THE MEETING OF THE 
HRPDC REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

March 5, 2020 
 
1. Summary of the February 6, 2019 Meeting of the Hampton Roads Regional 

Environmental Committee. 
 
There were no comments on the February meeting summary. 
 

2. Public Comments 
 
There were no public comments.  
 

3. Featured Resource – Making the Connection of Stormwater to Oceans 
 
Ms. Jill Sunderland, HRPDC Water Resources Planner, provided an overview of the 
Stormwater and Litter Workshop held February 10, 2020. The workshop was sponsored 
by Clean Virginia Waterways of Longwood University, led by Katie Register, and its 
partners. The focus of the workshop was on intercepting trash before it reaches the 
stormwater system. The workshop included presentations and discussion on land-based 
litter sources, MS4 floatable reduction programs, the Virginia Marine Debris Reduction 
Plan, and trash interception strategies including policy, outreach, and structural 
practices. Workshop attendees helped prioritize strategies from a local stormwater 
perspective. Given that trash interception techniques vary geographically, the idea of 
having regional litter workshops across the Commonwealth was proposed at the 
workshop. Ms. Sunderland asked the Committee if there was interest in attending a 
regional Clean Virginia Waterways workshop, and those in attendance said yes. 
Following Ms. Sunderland’s presentation, discussion focused on the cost of litter 
interception technology, litter monitoring programs in northern Virginia, and tracking 
local money spent on litter removal to help inform trash interception strategies.  

 
 

4. Recycling Adaptations for a Changing Market – Experiences from James City 

County  

 
Ms. Dawn Oleksy, James City County General Services Environmental Sustainability 
Coordinator, presented on James City County’s recycling program and recent changes. 
The County switched from a completely County subsidized curbside pick-up program to 
an opt-in curbside pick-up program at a cost of $7 per month to participating residents. 
Ms. Oleksy reviewed the types of items that are accepted, noting #3-7 plastics are no 
longer collected, and shared a video for the James City County recycling program that 
provides a quiz on what can be recycled. Ms. Oleksy noted several key priorities of a 
successful recycling program, including recycling education, understanding market 
influence, and encouraging a cultural shift to zero waste. Ms. Oleksy emphasized a 
community-based approach to recycling and the importance of educated and 
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experienced leadership for implementing sustainability partnerships. A new multi-
jurisdictional glass recycling program in northern Virginia was also highlighted. Glass is 
collected separately in purple recycling bins and processed into products that replace 
gravel for construction projects.  
 
Discussion following Ms. Oleksy’s presentation included citizen response to the opt-in 
recycling program and participation in the program. James City County residents can opt-
in online or over the phone. The process of conducting audits to assess contamination in 
the recycling stream was also discussed, and local Clean Commissions were suggested as 
groups that may support recycling audits. Ideas to help reduce contamination were also 
suggested, including regional collaboration to recycle glass separately and the use of 
simple messaging for what can be recycled, such as paper, bottles, and cans.  
 

5. Legislative Update  
 
HRPDC staff briefed the Committee on legislative updates related to resilience, 
stormwater, and energy. Regarding coastal resiliency topics, four bills passed the House 
and Senate (HB22 (Lindsey)/SB320 (Lewis), HB1313 (Hodges), HB1375 (Hodges), and 
SB776 (Lewis)), while the remaining bills highlighted at the February Committee 
meeting were continued to 2021. Seven bills related to stormwater passed (HB520 
(Bulova), HB882 (Bulova), HB859 (Convirs-Fowler), SB747(Hanger)/HB1609(Mulger), 
SB843 (Chapman Petersen), HB1205 (Tran), and HB1173(Lopez)/SB685 (Mason)).  SJ53 
(Lewis), which proposed a study to include Nitrogen in the criteria for the Stormwater 
Local Assistance Fund, was left in House Appropriations. The bill included an estimate of 
$600 thousand for the study, which had to be approved by House Appropriations and 
Senate Finance. There was a question regarding how the value of $600 thousand was 
determined. The estimate was provided by DEQ, and HRPDC staff will coordinate with 
legislative staff on reducing this cost estimate if the bill is reintroduced.  
 
Related to utility solar, HB655(Heretick)/SB870(Marsden), competing versions of 
HB657(Heretick), and HB1131 (Jones) passed the House and Senate. Regarding offshore 
wind, the Governor’s proposed budget includes $40 million to support offshore wind 
staging and manufacturing activities at Portsmouth Marine Terminal, and funding is 
proposed in both the House and Senate budgets to fund a Virginia Office of Offshore Wind. 
HB981 (Herring) also passed the House and Senate, which establishes a CO2 cap and 
trade program compliant with the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative and directs 45% 
of RGGI auction proceeds to the Virginia Community Flood Preparedness Fund.  

 
 
6. Social Coast Conference Highlights  

 
Ms. Ashley Gordon, HRPDC Coastal Analyst, and Ms. Katie Cullipher, HRPDC Principal 
Environmental Education Planner, presented an overview of the Social Coast Forum, held 
in February 2020 in Charleston, SC. The Forum focuses on social science applications to 
coastal management topics. Ms. Cullipher, Ms. Gordon, and Mr. Ben McFarlane, HRPDC 
Senior Regional Planner, attended the conference along with academic and non-profit 
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professionals from the Hampton Roads region. HRPDC staff presented at the conference 
on the regional resilience projects, programs, and policies tracking initiative, the 
askHRgreen environmental education program, and the regional flood insurance 
outreach campaign and flood risk calculator tool, now available at getfloodfluent.org.  
 
Prominent themes at the Social Coast Forum included risk communication, stakeholder 
engagement, and available tools/resources. Ms. Cullipher highlighted presentations on 
Keeping Carolina Clear, an MS4 permit communities partner through Clemson 
Cooperative Extension that provides stormwater education, outreach, and public 
involvement opportunities in South Carolina, and a Greenovate Boston Leaders Program 
that uses a train-the-trainer technique to involve community members in climate 
resilience planning and programs.  Ms. Gordon provided an overview of a special session 
that featured an applied theater approach to discussing managed retreat, and referenced 
several risk communication and engagement tools that may be of interest. Conference 
presentations will be made available online, and the next Social Coast Forum will likely 
be held in the winter of 2022.  
 

7. Resources for Brownfields Redevelopment  
 

Mr. Vince Maiden, Brownfields Program Coordinator for the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality, provided an overview of services and resources available 
through the brownfields program. A brownfield is defined as property where the 
expansion, redevelopment, or reuse may be complicated by the presence of a hazardous 
substance pollutant, or contaminant. The Virginia DEQ brownfields program administers 
a local government grant program, the Virginia Brownfields Restoration and Economic 
Development Assistance Fund (VBAF), which supports site assessment/planning 
activities and site remediation. In FY2020, $2.25 million was allocated to this fund. The 
U.S. EPA also offers brownfield grants that provide direct funding for site assessment, 
cleanup, revolving loans, and job training. EPA announced $3.3 million in brownfields 
funding, benefitting seven Virginia communities, at the June 2019 Brownfields 
Conference in Norfolk. In addition to grant funding, EPA offers free assistance to 
brownfield communities through their Targeted Brownfields Assessment (TBA) and 
Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB) programs. Additional Virginia DEQ resources 
include Brownfields Individualized Outreach (BIO) visits with program staff and 
assistance with environmental liability relief letters. Virginia DEQ’s Voluntary 
Remediation Program also supports cleanup efforts to provide owners/investors 
additional assurance. Mr. Maiden also featured brownfield projects located in the Town 
of Pulaski, Town of Saltville, and Town of Bedford.  
 
Following Mr. Maiden’s presentation, discussion focused on how the HRPDC could 
support brownfield redevelopment at the regional scale, potential co-benefits with 
conservation easements, and the idea of forming an assessment coalition of three or more 
communities to apply for EPA grant funding. Mount Rogers Planning District Commission 
was noted as an example of PDC efforts to support brownfields work. Mr. Maiden stated 
that those interested in receiving email updates can join a mailing list at the DEQ 
brownfields program website and planning for a brightfields workshop is underway.  
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8. Other Matters 

 
Ms. Filippino announced that the Water Quality Technical Working Group will be meeting 
in the HRPDC board room at 1pm today. Mr. Brock Reggi, Stream Restoration Specialist 
with Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, will be presenting on TMDL and 
stream restoration in the coastal plain.  
 
The City of Chesapeake will be posting a job opening in the Public Works department. 
Check their website for more details.  
 
Ms. Liz Scheessele announced VWEA’s spring stormwater seminar will be held April 23, 
2020 and had fliers available.  
 
There will not be a Regional Environmental Committee meeting in April. The next 
meeting of the Regional Environmental Committee will be held at the HRPDC Boardroom 
on May 7, 2020. 
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