
THE SUMMARY OF THE MEETING OF THE 
REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

March 2, 2017 
 

 
1. Summary of the February 2, 2017 Meeting of the Hampton Roads Regional 

Environmental Committee (REC). 
There were no comments on the meeting summary. 
 

2. Public Comments 
There were no public comments.  
 

3. Old Donation School and Sustainability 
Mr. Tim Cole, Sustainability Officer and Mr. Tony Arnold, Executive Director of 
Facilities, with VB Public Schools, gave an overview of the green infrastructure 
incorporated into many of the new school projects. Old Donation School (ODS) was 
highlighted, as it is close to completion. ODS was designed to contribute zero run-off up 
to a 10-yr storm. Mr. Cole discussed how they incorporated sustainability curriculum 
into the classroom during the design and construction phases.  ODS is the 9th LEED 
building in the district, the 10th is being built and the 11th and 12th are in the design 
phase. Costs for the schools are less than the regional average for traditional buildings 
when factoring in long-term costs, including geothermal heating and cooling costs, 
which are less than one dollar per square foot.  The buildings are not challenging from a 
maintenance perspective because maintenance personnel are brought on early in the 
design and construction phase to alleviate concerns. A sustainability professional from 
Harvard was also brought in for a 1.5 day workshop with staff and management to 
teach everyone how to be educators of sustainability throughout the workplace. The 
goal is to try to teach sustainability (balancing social, economic, and environmental 
outcomes) at a young age and use it for all decision making processes in VB public 
schools. 
 
Mr. Brian Swets asked if the City was following suit, and Mr. Cole responded that yes 
there are recreational centers being planned this way.  
 
Mr. Cole also offered tours for anyone interested and noted that NN public schools came 
down for a tour. 
 
Ms. Jill Sunderland asked if the contractors used for these projects were local and 
whether there is only a select few qualified applicants for green development and 
building.  Mr. Cole responded that the design expertise is available locally, and the 
installers are also up to speed now.  While in years past there may have been a smaller 
group to pull from, the contractors have grown with them and have learned new and 
innovative ways to be competitive in a sustainable marketplace. 
 
HRPDC staff will poll the group to gauge interest in touring one of the LEED schools.   
 

4. Commonwealth Center for Recurrent Flooding Resiliency (CCRFR) 



Ms. Elizabeth Andrews from the VA Coastal Policy Center (VCPC), Dr. Mark Luckenbach 
from the VA Institute of Marine Science (VIMS), and Ms. Emily Steinhilber from Old 
Dominion University (ODU) discussed the status of the CCRFR. CCRFR was established 
in 2016 as a state-funded partnership between the College of William and Mary, ODU, 
and VIMS to provide scientific and technical assistance to local governments and state 
partners with respect to flooding resiliency throughout the Commonwealth. The 
objective of the Center is to expand outreach to localities and have applications for 
emergency management and resiliency planning.  Currently CCRFR supports water 
level data integration through Tidewatch (housed at VIMS) and street level modeling.  
Subsidence data is being collected via satellite to measure more localized subsidence. 
Other examples of projects include risk communication, road and ditch elevations in 
Mathews County, tourism resilience in VB, and economic and impact analysis at ODU.  
The Center is also working on developing a statewide data portal, AdaptVA, which is 
currently in the testing phase.  Localities can leverage the resources provided by CCRFR 
and request technical assistance at no cost. 
 
Dr. KC Filippino asked if there will be any consideration of research relating water 
quality to the issue of water quantity, and Dr. Luckenbach responded that VIMS is 
already dedicated to water quality monitoring but that it is not on the list of focused 
priorities. However, in the future, the work could be tied to natural resources. 
 
Ms. Rachel Hamm asked which modelers are working on their projects, and Dr. 
Luckenbach responded that Dr. Harry Wang and Dr. Derek Loftis. 
 
Ms. Andrews commented that the capacity for the next fiscal year is pretty full because 
the Center is focused on the study for HB1774, but localities are welcome to ask for 
future assistance.  
 

5. Newport News Watershed Improvements 
Dr. Bruce Schwenneker of Whitman Requardt and Associates presented an overview of 
the approaches used by NN to develop low-cost nutrient credits by treating the 
stormwater in the reservoir watersheds.  NN Waterworks has three upstream 
reservoirs with thousands of wooded acres in the watersheds.   Currently those acres 
are harvested for timber, but they could decide to convert the land use.  Dr. 
Schwenneker highlighted a variety of other projects that reduce nutrients within 
reservoir watersheds, including traditional BMPs and lake management. These BMPs 
coupled with decreased overflow volume reduces the pounds of nutrients in the 
reservoirs.     
 
The City has decided not to seek formal certification of credits for trading at this time. 
The credits are currently used to meet the City’s MS4 permit requirements and by 
neighboring MS4 permittees that have joint use.  The City is working with DEQ to 
determine how to calculate the credits and avoid potential double counting with the 
reservoirs.  Dr. Schwenneker noted that nearly 25% of BMPs are installed upstream of 
reservoirs and in his opinion, those practices should not be considered double counting.   
 
Mr. John Paine asked if the City is trying to go through the Expert Panel process with the 
Bay Program to obtain reservoir management credits.  Dr. Schwenneker replied that the 



preferred path forward is to have DEQ approve the methods through the Bay TDML 
Action Plans.   
 

6. Coastal Zone Grants  
Mr. Ben McFarlane requested proposal ideas for the Coastal Zone Management grant 
program.  The deadline is March 24, and grants are for 1 year but with anticipation of 3 
years of work with specific focal areas. The focal areas include: 1) Building Natural and 
Community Resilience, 2) Preserving the Rural Landscape and Economy, and 3) 
Resolving Near-Shore Use Conflict. Mr. Swets had previously suggested looking into 
obtaining more tide gauges.  The proposal would need to specify the requested quantity 
of additional tide gauges and where they would be installed.  Mr. McFarlane asked the 
Committee members to let him know if they are interested in additional tide gauges and 
proposed locations.   Ms. Erin Rountree requested that if any of the proposed work 
includes wetlands restoration that it should also include non-tidal wetlands. 
 
Mr. McFarlane will draft a proposal for the consideration of the Committee.   

  
7. Status Reports 

A. HRPDC – Ms. Katchmark reminded the group about the Water Quality Technical 
workgroup meeting following REC at 1pm.   
Mr. McFarlane gave a brief legislative update: 

• SB 1203 – The Working Waterfronts bill passed. 
• HB 1774 – The bill, involving stormwater management in rural areas, passed 

the House and Senate.  
• SB 1572 – The bill, which would have required new licensing for GIS 

professionals, did not pass.   
Ms. Jill Sunderland said the April REC is cancelled because of the conflict with the 
Environment Virginia Symposium.  
Ms. Sunderland then introduced a graduate student from VA Tech extension, Mr. 
Daniel Robinson.  Mr. Robinson asked for the Phase I and II stormwater manager’s 
participation in a stormwater survey about their experiences with green 
infrastructure.  
Dr. Filippino reminded the group to participate in the survey regarding the CWP 
webcast series.  

B. HA – Mr. David Imburgia announced that HA will be holding additional community 
meetings to continue their follow up on the Dutch Dialogues concept of living with 
water.     

C. VDOT – Ms. Jennifer Dail said that the VDOT MS4 permit is expected to go to public 
notice in early April.   

D. YK – Ms. Anna Drake announced that YK would not be pursuing the DEQ Clean 
Water Revolving Loan Fund for a living shoreline project.  She encouraged any 
interested Committee member to contact her if they would like to know what she 
found out.   

E. NN – Mr. Joe Grist said the Lunch and Learn for concrete washout procedures was 
successful, and the presentation materials are available on the NN website.   

F. SU – Ms. Erin Rountree said they had received a site plan that proposes rooftop 
disconnection on all one hundred residential properties in the development.  She 



asked if Committee members with experience with similar designs could contact 
her.    

G. NO – Ms. June Whitehurst asked that if other localities could please submit a public 
comment letter regarding VPDES car wash permit reissuance, she would appreciate 
it.  Ms. Katchmark noted that the HRPDC will draft a regional comment letter in 
support.  NO has begun construction of their SLAF projects.   

H. WW – Ms. Shereen Hughes announced that 113 people have been certified during 
the pilot project for landscape design, and they need hand-on experience. Please 
contact her if you need volunteers to assist in landscape design for your projects. 
Also please contact her if you’d like to collaborate with college students on 
resiliency oriented projects.  
 

The next meeting of the Regional Environmental Committee will be held on Thursday 
May 4, 2017 in the Regional Boardroom at the HRPDC in Chesapeake, VA.  The April 
meeting was canceled.    
 


