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MEETING SUMMARY 
REGIONAL STORMWATER WORKGROUP 

May 9, 2018 
Chesapeake, VA  

 
Attendees: Regional Stormwater Workgroup: 

 Heather Baggett, SU 
Joe DuRant, NN 
Tara Gallagher, VB 
Joe Grist, NN 
Melissa Lindgren, IW 
Anderson Mycroft, HA 
Thomas Quattlebaum, PO 

 Erin Rountree, SU 
Justin Shafer, NO 
Diana St. John, VB 
Sharon Surita, HA 
Susan Talbott, CH 
Allison Watts, NN 
June Whitehurst, NO 

 Staff:    
 KC Filippino  Jill Sunderland 

 

Before the discussion began on the agenda items, Ms. Rountree asked if any members 
had stormwater pollution prevention language in their custodial contracts.  She asked 
for examples to be emailed to her.   

1. Meeting Summary 
There were no comments on the summary of the April 18, 2018 meeting.   

2. Chesapeake Bay Program (CBP) Update 
Dr. Filippino presented an update on the Virginia Phase III Watershed Implementation 
Plan (WIP).   
 
DEQ provided a scope of services to the PDCs in the Bay watershed to outline the steps 
for the Phase III WIP planning effort to address urban lands beyond MS4 service area 
boundaries.  The scope identified three activities to inform the report, which will be due 
in December: 1) meet with stakeholders, 2) revise the BMP input deck, and 3) identify 
programmatic actions.  Dr. Filippino described it as putting together a wish list of the 
types of projects that stakeholders would do if the appropriate policies and funding 
were made available.   
 
Dr. Filippino attended the kick-off meeting for the local area Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, which was held on May 9, 2018.  Ms. Ann Jennings (Deputy 
Secretary of Natural Resources) and Mr. James Davis-Martin (DEQ) attended the 
meetings on behalf of the state.  They asked the agricultural lands stakeholders to 
identify projects that have local drivers that will also reduce nutrients to the Bay, 
estimate the costs of those projects, and identity any regulatory hurdles.    
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One of the priorities for the Phase III WIP planning effort is to verify that existing BMPs 
are accounted for.  Mr. Bill Keeling (DEQ) will be presenting at the Water Quality 
Technical Workgroup meeting to be held at the HRPDC offices in Chesapeake, VA on 
June 7, 2018.  Dr. Filippino has started a list of questions to provide to Mr. Keeling 
beforehand.  She requested that the Stormwater Managers send her any questions they 
have by the end of the week.  Dr. Surita asked about BMP verification and the challenge 
of matching locality identification numbers to DEQ IDs.   
 
Mr. Grist asked if acres covered under Industrial VPDES permits are considered 
unregulated urban in the Phase 6 model.  Mr. Kuzma asked what assurance DEQ could 
provide that numeric limits will not be assigned to non-MS4 urban acres.  Dr. Filippino 
will raise these questions and report back.   
 
The Workgroup also discussed potential partners in the process, such as non-profit 
organizations and owners of large direct-discharge sites.     
 
It has not been decided how Virginia will address climate change in the Phase III WIP.  
Ms. Jennings pushed the issue when she spoke at the recent VAMSA meeting; however, 
Mr. Chris Pomeroy (Aqua Law) and most of the Stakeholder Advisory Group supports 
including programmatic goals and avoiding numeric limits to address climate change.   
 

3. Virginia BMP Clearinghouse  
Dr. Filippino presented a brief summary of the BMP Clearinghouse meeting held on May 
2, 2018.   DEQ will be holding listening sessions across the state in support of Governor 
Northam’s Executive Order 6, though no schedule has been provided.  The Regulatory 
Advisory Panel for the combined VESMP is anticipated to kick off later this year.   
 
The Clearinghouse website will be undergoing changes, allowing for opportunities to 
streamline the variety of BMPs available. Efforts are on-going to establish guidelines for 
sizing manufactured treatment devices (MTDs), and the Chesapeake Bay protocol is 
expected to be released later this year.   Once the protocol is finalized, Virginia will go 
through the regulatory process for adoption.  DEQ has plans to revise the specifications 
for non-proprietary BMPs and will seek feedback at that time.   
 
DEQ plans to change how hydrodynamic MTDs can be credited, limiting them to be 
designated as pre-treatment devices only.  Mr. Shafer said it will make purchasing 
credits more attractive because hydrodynamic units are easy to install and maintain.  
Dr. Surita added that Contech is already pushing back against the change.   
 
The next meeting of the BMP Clearinghouse is scheduled for August 1, 2018.  A longer, 
discussion-based meeting will be held in the fall to solicit input on the MTD protocol, 
revised regulations, and BMP specifications.   

 
4. Construction General Permit (CGP) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

Ms. Sunderland summarized the fourth meeting of the TAC, which was held on April 23, 
2018.  The conversation was focused on construction projects that fall under the old 
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stormwater quality criteria (Part IIC) in accordance with the time limits of applicability 
(9VAC25-870-47) or the grandfathering provisions (9VAC25-870-48).  Portions of 
these projects not under construction after two permit cycles (time limits) or one 
permit cycle (grandfathered) are subject to the new stormwater quality criteria (Part 
IIB).  The TAC has been discussing what it means to be “under construction.”   

 
DEQ proposed a new definition of “portions of the project under construction” which 
tied construction to land disturbance and stormwater management plan approval.    
 
The Stormwater Managers discussed whether they support allowing projects to fall 
under Part IIB as long as possible.  No consensus was reached.   
 
The five-year guarantee of site plan approval and its impact on Part IIC projects was 
also discussed.   
 
During the Phase I MS4 coordination meeting with VDOT, the permittees had differing 
views on whether the offsite support activities for VDOT projects should be permitted 
under the VDOT Construction GP or with a separate Construction GP through the 
locality.   Ms. Sunderland will seek clarification from DEQ on the matter.   

 
5. Regional Stormwater MOA 

Ms. Sunderland stated that five localities, YK, IW, SY, VB, and CH, need to provide a copy 
of their signed signature page for the MOA to be complete.   
 

6. Citizen Monitoring Status in Virginia 
DEQ issued an updated citizen monitoring report that highlights activities from 2016.  
Since 2010, citizen monitoring is increasing across the state and becoming a larger 
portion of accepted data for the Integrated Report.   
 
There are several groups in Hampton Roads collecting Level III data, which means they 
are following sampling and analysis protocols recognized by DEQ.  The following 
groups were awarded funds for monitoring in 2018: 1) Trantwood Lake Association in 
VB, 2) James River Association, 3) Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, and 4) Virginia 
Water Monitoring Council.   
 
Ms. Watts requested that citizen monitoring be better coordinated with the localities in 
addition to DEQ.  The Stormwater Managers asked if citizens submitted their samples to 
HRSD, VDH, or another certified lab for analyses if the data would be required to be 
reported in the MS4 Annual Report.   Dr. Filippino will reach out to DEQ’s contact, Mr. 
James Beckley, for further information about the program.   
 

7. Roundtable of Phase I MS4 Chesapeake Bay TMDL Action Plans 
VB – Action Plans for P, bacteria, and the Bay are posted on their website, and the 
public comment period closes on May 27, 2018.  Approximately 20 people attended the 
public meeting held earlier this month.   
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NO – The bacteria and Bay TMDL Action Plans are posted on their website, and the 
public comment period closes on May 31, 2018.   
 
NN – The Bay TMDL Action Plan is on the website, and the City has not received many 
comments.  The Chesapeake Bay Foundation submitted a few general comments.  Some 
citizens used the comment period to report illicit discharges.    
 
PO – The City recently finished a draft of the Bay TMDL Action Plan and intends to post 
it on their website for 30 days for public comment.   
 
CH – The City is still working on their draft Action Plans.   
 
HA – The public comment period for the Bay and bacteria TMDL Action Plans is 
underway, and the City has received a handful of comments, mostly concerning geese 
overpopulation and SLAF project funding.   
 
 

8. BMP Maintenance Agreements  
Ms. Sunderland created a library of all of the local BMP Maintenance Agreements, for 
future reference.  Mr. Quattlebaum asked how other localities handle maintenance for 
BMPs that do not have an Agreement.  NO offers an incentive for maintenance as part of 
their stormwater fee reduction program, but they also have language in their 
stormwater ordinance to require maintenance.   
 

9. Other Matters 
A.  Army Corps Chesapeake Bay Comprehensive Plan – The Army Corps will be 

releasing their draft report at the end of May. The 30-day comment period is 
designed to allow groups to submit additional projects for restoration as they relate 
to the Chesapeake Bay restoration goals.   

B. Chesapeake Stormwater Network (CSN) Litter Webcast – CSN is hosting a free 
webcast on May 24, 2018 called, “Talking Trash: Implementing Trash Reduction 
Programs.”  

C. Stormwater and Litter Workshop – The Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program 
is sponsoring a free Workshop in Henrico on June 13, 2018 that will address urban 
trash pollution. 

D. HA – The City has initiated a stream assessment program, and they selected New 
Market Creek for the pilot location.  Staff is collecting samples and monitoring 
temperature, pH, and fecal contamination.   

E. NO – The City is working with HRSD in Broad, Knitting Mill, and Haven Creeks to 
identify sources of bacteria pollution.  

 
The next meeting of the Stormwater Workgroup will be held in Chesapeake, VA on 
June 20, 2018. 
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