
askHRgreen.org Stormwater Education Subcommittee 
Friday, November 15, 2019 
Peninsula Health Center - Newport News  
 
In Attendance: 
Tara Copeland, VB 
Garrett Feagans, PQ 
Jamie Durden, SU 
Michelle Williams, NO 
Cris Ausink, HA 

Trevor Long, JCC 
Allison Watts, NN 
Mary Eason, CH 
Katie Cullipher, HRPDC 
Rebekah Eastep, HRPDC 

 
The summary for the meeting is as follows:  
 
1. Meeting Summary  

The Committee reviewed and approved the October meeting summary. 
 
Action: Summary Approved. 
 

2. askHRgreen.org Events 
The current listing of events is as follows.  

11/12 Anthem Eco Fair Virginia Beach

11/14 Anthem Eco Fair Norfolk

11/16 Coastal VA Auto Show* Virginia Beach

1/13 - 1/16 Mid Atlantic Horticulture Short Course & Home Gardener Day* Norfolk

2/8 - 2/9 Hampton Roads Home Show* Hampton

3/7 - 3/8 Mid Atlantic Home & Outdoor Living Show* Virginia Beach

4/4 - 4/5 Daffodil Festival Gloucester

4/27 Virginia Living Museum Earth Day Festival Newport News

TBD Newport News Ship Building Health and Safety Expo Newport News  
*Volunteers needed to support attending this event. 
  
The askHRgreen.org trailer was involved in an incident resulting in damage to 
the front of the trailer. HRPDC staff has contacted insurance company but there 
is a $1,000 deductible on the policy. The estimate from Superior Trailer (not 
replacing skin, pounding out damage and installing a reinforcing beam to 
provide extra support) was less than deductible – about $75 per Committee. 
 
Coastal Virginia Auto Show – due to issues with weekend delivery of the trailer, 
lack of staffing, and weather concerns HRPDC recommend withdrawing 
participation. This was comp space provided by media partners, Sinclair 
Communications. 

 
Action: Committee members were encouraged to reserve the trailer early for 
any upcoming events. HRPDC staff will send out a request for volunteers for 
upcoming events and have trailer damage repaired. 
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3. FY20 Media & Promotions 
The Committee discussed the following planned media and promotional 
campaigns: 

 Fall Leaves & Lawn Care - campaign ran from Oct 7-13 - summary to be 
shared at upcoming meeting. 

 Spring campaign Pet Waste paid media campaign - using existing 
creative for the Poo-em 

 Sidewalk art campaign - The Committee continued to discuss a strategy 
and messaging for utilizing vinyl decals for this promotional campaign. 

HRPDC staff discussed art direction with RCS (love the bay, samples 

provided by Tara, artistic approach). RCS has provided two quotes 

for strategies: $750 per locality for custom artwork for each locality 

and a single art design with each locality name provided.  

The Committee discussed having a single photo op board that could 

be checked out or developing artwork locally (local staff designer, 

other graphic designer quotes, high school art clubs). Michelle will 

get quote from alternate graphic designer for comparison. 

HRPDC staff recommended using an emotional or sentimental 

appeal using blue crabs as a mascot. The campaign could still be 

connected to Clean The Bay Day with a "love the bay" message or 

artwork by locality such as "Suffolk Loves the Bay."  

 askHRgreen social media branding campaign - ongoing 
 

Action: RCS will assist in the development of sidewalk decal creative. Committee 
members should identify locations for sidewalk decal installations, determine 
how many decals they might need, and  

 
4. Regional Priorities for Stormwater Public Outreach 

The Committee continued to discuss a car wash outreach campaign. HRPDC staff 
to reach out to corporate managers regarding the campaign (examples: Auto 
Bell, Carl's Carwash, Green Clean). Localities were encouraged to identify other 
local car washes as well.  

 
HRPDC staff asked the Committee to create budget to support the car wash 
outreach campaign.  
 Customer takeaway (Interior car wipes/microfiber towels/keychains) - 
Only staffed carwashes would be able to participate, go with something 
resuseable if those locations do not paricipate, change message to "did you 
know?" so that the wipes work for distribution at carwash or to educate 
residents at other public events. 
 Signage (lawn signs/clings) - target both manned and unmanned locations 
with signage 
 Fundraiser carwash rack cards available for pickup at December meeting. 
 
Action: HRPDC staff will reach out to corporate carwashes. Localities should 
identify one or more local carwash store to recruit to participate in the carwash 
promotion.  
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5. Bay Star Homes & Business Program 

The Committee discussed a fall newsletter for Bay Star Homes: 
 Lawn care information with link to video used in fall media campaign 
 Rain barrel storage and winterizing tips 
 Grease Grinch narrative and video 

 
Action: HRPDC staff will draft a BSH fall newsletter. 

 
6. Grants 

The Committee continued discussing the FY20 Chesapeake Bay Restoration 
Fund grant received ($3,000) for pet waste stations and rain barrel workshops.  

 A last call for pet waste station pickup was sent out by HRPDC staff. 
Unclaimed stations will go towards the regional program and fulfilling 
waitlisted applications. 

 Newport News workshop completed. Guests were provided assembled 
rain barrels and native plants. Chesapeake workshop also went well but 
would have liked to have additional hand outs specific to the types of 
plants given away.. 

 Two additional workshops will be planned for spring 2020 in Hampton 
and Suffolk. 

 
Action: None. 

 
7. Printing & Promotional Items 

The Committee has the following items currently available for pickup: reusable 
bags, black eyed Susan seed packets, dog waste bag holders, fundraiser carwash 
rack cards, and pet waste stations. Geese rack and landscaper rack cards are on 
order.  
 
Many Green Learning Guides available for additional outreach in the spring. 
 
Action: Committee members should pick up promotional items as needed. 

 
8. Roundtable 

 Suffolk - Suffolk Recycling Drive at Goodwill tomorrow 
 Norfolk - Street sweeping outreach continues, tree giveaway through grant 

funds (probably through Bay Star Homes) 
 Newport News - encouraging residents to place leaves in the street for 

vacuum truck. 
 Portsmouth - Portsmouth Recycling Drive held tomorrow 
 Williamsburg - Leaf collection with vacuum truck  

HPRDC - DEQ Guidance for Phase II TMDLs still unavailable, askHRgreen Recycling 
& Beautification Committee has launched a new recycling tool, Grease Grinch 
campaign running for the holidays and available to share through local channels. 
Cathy Lewis call in show featuring Christmas tree recycling and Michelle Williams 
(tree planting in January) 
 

Action: None. 
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9. Staff Reports 

Budget - The current FY20 budget was reviewed. About $75 for trailer repair to 

be added. 

 

Digital marketing report - HRPDC staff reviewed the marketing report. 

 

 Action: None.  
 
 Next Committee Meeting is scheduled for Friday, December 20, 2019 in 
Chesapeake.  

 
Attachment 1 




