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Comment Transcription: 

Good morning. I am Melanie Cornelisse, and I am with Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense. 
We are the chapter in Chesapeake, Portsmouth, and Suffolk. But there are chapters all across 
Virginia and chapters all across Hampton Roads. Simply put, we work to end gun violence. 
We are a group of grass-root volunteers, now over six million strong in this country, and I, 
for one, can say that I am very pleased to see that the HRPDC is approaching gun violence in 
our communities as the epidemic that it truly is across our nation. When I began this work 
about eight years ago, we lost 96 Americans a day to gun violence. That is a pretty startling 
number. I can tell you that today, as I stand here before you, we lose over 110 people a day 
to gun violence. And two-thirds of that number is taken by gun suicide. In the U. S. gun 
violence is 26 times that of other high-income countries. And guns are now, they were not 
when I began, but they are now our number one killer of American kids and teens. I can tell 
you as a parent of two in the CPS system, that is unacceptable. It ought to be unacceptable to 
every American because that is on our shoulders. It does not happen in any other high-
income country in the world. Black Americans represent by far the majority of gun homicide 
victims. Black Americans are 10 times more likely than white Americans to die by gun 
homicide. And women in the U. S. are 28 times more likely to be killed with a gun than women 
in other high-income countries. I am very pleased to see that the HRPDC has begun to 
acknowledge our gun violence epidemic as a public health concern that must be addressed 
as such. But I think that our focus really needs to be gun violence prevention, on 
responsibility, our own responsibility, and on our community, because there is no other way 
to approach it. If I am a gun owner, and I do not properly secure and lock up my firearms, 
and they are stolen by my neighbor, who then goes on to take those guns and commit crimes, 
am I not responsible? In the same way, every one of our communities adjacent to another is 
responsible for where those guns come from and how they are used. Their children are our 
children. And those communities are us. It is not somebody else’s problem. Thank you.  

ROBERT A. CRUM, JR., EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/SECRETARY  

DOUGLAS PONS, CHAIR  ‧   SHANNON GLOVER, VICE-CHAIR  ‧  RANDY R. KEATON, TREASURER 
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Good afternoon. I live in Suffolk, and I am pleased to see Mr. Moor here from Suffolk. I want 
to join my colleagues in reminding us all that this public health epidemic has to stop. I am a 
retired public health nurse administrator, and never did I ever imagine this to become the 
top of the list of public health crises. As Melanie said, gun violence is the number one leading 
cause of death for children from infants up to 17 years old. Most of us are parents. Did you 
ever imagine when your children were young that instead of seat belts, bike helmets, and all 
the other safety measures that we talked about and worried about with our children, these 
days it is gun violence for our children in schools, children in church, children in every place 
that you can imagine? Be SMART is the program I wanted to mention today. Be SMART was 
started by Moms Demand Action. It is simply an education program for gun owners, parents, 
and all adults. We are not anti-gun. We are apolitical, and we are non-partisan. We just simply 
want to remind and educate everyone that every gun tonight we locked up, securely stored, 
separately from the ammunition, would stop suicides, school shootings, and unintentional 
shootings among children next week. The Be SMART program can be simply disseminated 
to parents through school systems. We are looking at that in Suffolk right now very seriously. 
Just to give you a little more information, Be SMART helps to keep children safe by storing 
guns locked, unloaded, and separately from ammunition and ensuring that kids never have 
access to unsecured guns. So teaching parents about simply locking guns. We need to model 
responsible behavior around guns, the children, of course, reminding them if they ever see a 
gun to be responsible. To ask about the presence of unsecured guns in other homes. Most of 
us parents never, when we dropped our kids off at playdates or our teenagers at parties, 
asked: Are there guns unsecured in your home? That is what we must do now. We need to 
recognize the role of guns and suicide. Again, our young people are being lost to suicide along 
with unintentional and intentional shootings. So please reach out to Moms Demand Action 
besmartforkids.org, a simple education program that can be disseminated through school 
systems tomorrow. Thank you.  

ROBERT A. CRUM, JR., EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/SECRETARY  

DOUGLAS PONS, CHAIR  ‧   SHANNON GLOVER, VICE-CHAIR  ‧  RANDY R. KEATON, TREASURER 
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Good afternoon everyone. Thank you Hampton Roads PDC for having me here today. I am 
Shana Turner, and my organization is the Hampton Roads Mothers/Men and Movement 
Against Senseless Killings (MASK). I started my organization in honor of my late son, who 
was murdered on 12/12/2017 by gun violence. He was leaving work, and he got killed by a 
co-worker. So I can go deep into that, but I am a grassroots organization, I have been boots 
on the ground, and our areas of impact are the seven cities and the eastern shore of Virginia. 
I have sat at many roundtable meetings. I have been to Richmond for advocacy days, 
speaking to many legislators including my own city council, about how this is a pandemic. 
We do have a public health crisis going on, and I feel that there is not enough being done. 
Ever since I have been sitting down at these roundtable meetings, it has been a lot of talking, 
but not a lot being done. And our black and brown communities are being affected more by 
this horrific senseless violence. We can talk about domestic violence, where men are taking 
their families out. We can talk about how mental health plays a part, suicide. My son was not 
in the streets; it does not mean you have to be in the streets; it could happen to you or anyone 
at any moment. But when I tell you, that I have been out here on the grounds, I have a center 
over here in Chesapeake, and I have depleted myself from my personal funds, because of my 
passion, my purpose, and my work for gun violence. We have to start paying more attention, 
not just say, okay what are we going to do now? I have seen it, I have been at hospital 
meetings, and I could think back five years ago; this has been five years ago, and has not 
decreased. It has not decreased. So what I am asking you to do is please do something about 
what is going on right now, because I deal with a lot of mothers and fathers that lose sons 
and daughters all the time. So that is why I am here today, to speak out against gun violence. 
Because you are looking at a mother that cannot sleep at night still, and fathers that go 
through, and siblings that go through. Thank you for listening to me today.  

ROBERT A. CRUM, JR., EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/SECRETARY  

DOUGLAS PONS, CHAIR  ‧   SHANNON GLOVER, VICE-CHAIR  ‧  RANDY R. KEATON, TREASURER 
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Shortly after the Richneck Elementary School tragedy, I made a request to the HRPDC 
leadership for a comprehensive gun violence examination today, calling for the task force to 
address your and the public’s concerns. This request was denied. Instead, Mr. Crum, not the 
task force, will brief you on the lack of progress made to date. It seems this task force, created 
under the Commission’s direction, does not feel compelled to answer to the Commission at 
this important time. This calls into question the very authority of this Commission. It is time 
for a course correction. 

What is needed now is not a rehash of fragmented task force ideas and a violence network 
diagram without the inclusion of supporting data and analysis and without a holistic plan for 
community assessment and collaboration. As I stated earlier, it is time for a course 
correction. My detailed written public comments make it patently obvious a public health 
approach to our gun violence pandemic is desirable and practicable. I request a Commission 
roll call vote today to require the task force, in consultation with public health department 
officials across Hampton Roads, to expeditiously provide the Commission with a response to 
the following items, with the understanding that responses to items three and four will 
require more time to provide than items one and two: 

1) Determine the feasibility and benefits of a Hampton Roads gun violence prevention
blueprint based on a public health approach.

2) If a public health approach is not immediately feasible, determine what is needed to
achieve feasibility, what avenues are available to resource shortfalls, and how quickly
feasibility can be achieved.

3) For a viable regional blueprint, estimate the best mix of centralized and decentralized
community health assessments, community health improvement planning, and cross-
sectional collaboration across localities, including an organizational chart reflecting
roles and responsibilities.

ROBERT A. CRUM, JR., EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/SECRETARY  

DOUGLAS PONS, CHAIR  ‧   SHANNON GLOVER, VICE-CHAIR  ‧  RANDY R. KEATON, TREASURER 
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4) Provide a rough draft overview of a blueprint methodology following CDC guidelines 
and a timeline.  

 
Some may consider the request for a vote today as a deviation from protocol. Is it more of a 
deviation than the telephone vote to change the Commission’s approved 2023 legislative 
priorities or more of a deviation than the decision to send last year’s Comprehensive 
Economic Development Strategy to the U. S. Economic Development Administration without 
the Commission approving the final version? I do not believe it is, but even if you do think so, 
it is a necessary action to demonstrate to the public that the region’s leadership is more 
concerned with maintaining safety and healthy communities than with protocol. I left a copy 
of this with the Chairperson to facilitate the wording for a roll call vote. Thank you. 
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