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January 27, 2023 

RE: Senate Bill 1411 and  House Bill 2444 
Regional Support from the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission 

On behalf of the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission (HRPDC) and its 
17 member local governments, we write today to express our support for SB1441 
(Locke) and HB2444 (Bloxom) which will help create good paying jobs, spur 
millions in direct investment, generate millions more in supply chain investment, 
and establish Hampton Roads as the premier hub for offshore wind development 
on the East Coast. 

The multi-billion dollar offshore wind industry has the potential to create a 
significant number of jobs for our region. The competition for these jobs is fierce, 
especially amongst our competitor states along the Atlantic seaboard. Virginia 
must now position itself to compete for its share of these jobs, and to cement its 
status as a national and global leader in the development, manufacturing, and 
deployment of offshore wind technology. 

Our region is already preparing for the establishment of Siemens Gamesa 
Renewable Energy’s offshore wind blade finishing facility. The facility at 
Portsmouth Marine Terminal (PMT) will create approximately $200 million of 
new investment and is expected to create approximately 250 manufacturing jobs 
in this burgeoning sector. This critical point of entry into the global supply chain 
for offshore wind development has positioned the Commonwealth to compete for 
even more jobs and investment in what Global Market Insights projects to be a 
$266.8 billion industry by 2032.  

SB1441 and HB2444 from Senator Mamie E. Locke and Delegate Robert S. Bloxom, 
Jr. will help to position the Commonwealth to compete for and win the 
competition for Siemens Gamesa’s first North American full blade manufacturing 
facility, as well as additional jobs and investment from other offshore wind supply 
chain players. 

A Siemens Gamesa full blade manufacturing facility would come with an increase 
in capital expenditures approximately three to four times that of the planned 
blade finishing facility and would create approximately 1,000 additional jobs. 
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This could be a transformational investment in Hampton Roads that will establish the region as 
the East Coast’s premier hub for offshore wind development and spur additional investment and 
job creation throughout the supply chain.  

In order to compete for the full blade manufacturing facility, the Commonwealth needs to pass 
HB2444 and SB1441 to accomplish two simple but mission critical goals: 

Accelerate the timeline for the previously required procurement of 2,600 
megawatts of offshore wind energy by two years from 2034 to 2032. This will align 
the Commonwealth’s offshore wind objectives with the recently enacted federal tax 
incentives, ensuring that major investment by critical suppliers will remain economically 
viable and sustainable. This will level the playing field with other East Coast states and 
spur significant job creation in Hampton Roads up and down the offshore wind supply 
chain. The bill does not require any additional procurement of offshore wind beyond 
what is already required by Virginia law. 

Prioritize Virginia-made products during State Corporation Commission 
proceedings on offshore wind projects. To facilitate a diverse, sustainable local 
offshore wind supply chain in Virginia, it is critical to maximize Virginia-made content in 
offshore wind projects that deliver electricity to the Commonwealth. This provision could 
also help spur numerous offshore wind supply chain participants to manufacture their 
products in the Commonwealth, leading to further investment and job creation. 

Major investments in the offshore wind industry remain extremely competitive, both domestically 
and internationally. If Virginia makes these two simple policy changes, it can compete to win in 
the coming economic boom of this burgeoning industry. We respectfully ask that you pass SB1441 
and HB2444 to create jobs, spur investment, and secure the Commonwealth’s future as the East 
Coast’s premier hub for offshore wind energy. 

Respectfully, 

Douglas G. Pons Shannon E. Glover 
Chair  Vice-Chair 
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