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VDOF Urban Forestry Services:

• Community forest management plans & technical assistance

• Insect & disease monitoring 

• Outreach & education

• Grants & cost share

• Tree City/Campus USA

• Urban Forest Strike Team



Virginia Trees for Clean Water program

• Encourages local government & citizen involvement in 
creating long-term tree canopy cover.

•Plant trees where they are needed most to improve 
and protect water quality. 

•Projects include tree planting activities of all types: 
• Riparian buffer tree planting 
• Community and neighborhood tree plantings 
• Turf to trees



Emerald Ash Borer Cost share

•Reimbursement program for protection of ash 
trees 12 inches or greater in diameter.

•No more than 30% canopy loss.

•Open enrollment April 1 – June 22, 2020

•VDOF Emerald Ash Borer story map

https://vdof.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=b44d27af8f6b44f1bbf7b3b0b8a56b84


Emerald Ash 
borer spread 
in Virginia 
2008-2020



Virginia Urban Wood Program

•Provide options to landowners and 
municipalities to utilize dead or dying 
trees.
• Recycle dead or dying trees
• Reduce removal costs
• Create markets for removed trees

• Improve management of small lot and 
urban forests



Virginia Urban Wood Program

•Outreach & education
• Virginia Urban wood website
• Urban wood use videos
• Urban wood workshops
• Quarterly newsletter

•Develop service providers for small lot forestry.
• Contractor & business listings

• Technical assistance
• Urban wood plans & technical assistance

https://treesvirginia.org/outreach/virginia-urban-wood-group
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51mhAV3R7cw&feature=youtu.be
https://treesvirginia.org/education/directory


Virginia Community Tree Planting Map

• Allows citizens to voluntarily track and 
report trees planted 

• Tracks urban tree plantings to be 
counted toward WIP III goals.  

• Test sites -Friends of the Rappahannock 
and Virginia Beach 

• Anticipated live date for this tracking 
website is fall 2020.







VDOF Coastal Resilience Program and 
Project Updates

Robbie Lewis
VDOF Coastal Resiliency Program Coordinator



Resilient Coastal Forests 
York River Watershed

VDOF, U.S. Forest Service, & Green Infrastructure Center

Project 1.



Virginia Study Area
Counties:

• Gloucester County

• James City County

• King and Queen County

• Mathews County

• New Kent County

• York County

Cities/towns:

• Bethel Manor

• Gloucester Courthouse

• Gloucester Point

• Gwynn

• Mathews

• Poquoson

• Williamsburg



Resilient Coastal Forests Project

1. Select pilot communities for project. -DONE

2. Form local advisory group of various 
stakeholders: local and regional 
governments, NGOs, academic institutions, 
state government, etc. - DONE

3. Create detailed landcover maps showing 
high valued habitat cores. - DONE

4. Calculate benefits provided by the forest 
landscape. – In Progress



Resilient Coastal Forests Project

5. Evaluate multiple and interacting threats to 
southern coastal forests: - In Progress

Fire, pests, development, droughts,
storms/sea rise, poor management, 
pests, etc. 

6. Create an adaptive plan for forest resilience 
in partnership with state forestry agencies in 
Georgia, South Carolina, and Virginia.

7. Implement training workshops and 
presentations to share the work.



Draft Canopy Distribution by Jurisdiction



Fragmentation Metrics

Core

Ranking Forest Cores:

• Green forest cores are higher quality 
due to size and provide greater value 
for forest dependent species.  

• Red and orange patches are smaller 
than 100 acres. Smaller forest patches 
have more edge habitat which can 
promote invasion by non-native 
species.

• However small forest patches can be 
critical in linking large intact forests 
together through corridors!

• We are using a Nature Conservancy 
model to map terrestrial connectivity 
across the landscape. 



Examples of Management Recommendations

Development and

Land Ownership

•Look at ways to 

strengthen rural 

zoning

•Identify tracts of 

forests for protection

Hydrology and

Water Quality

•Identify areas to 

plant stream buffers

•Identify forests at 

risk from sea level 

rise

Ecology and 

Biodiversity

•Recommend new 

pest management 

strategies

•Conduct a tree 

inventory

Recreation and 

Culture

•Access to Parks

•Preserving 

Historical 

Significance

Natural Resources 

and Economy

•Sustaining Forest 

Productivity

•Retaining small 

family forest land-

owners in forestry

Urban 

Forests

•Plant trees to 

increase canopy 

cover

•Examine ordinances 

for tree protection



Contact Information

More specific questions or comments reach out to our project partners at:

GIC Inc.
440 Premier Circle, Suite 220

Charlottesville, VA, 22901

434-244-0322

www.gicinc.org

mlee@gicinc.org – community forester

hynicka@gicinc.org – senior forester

sheppard@gicinc.org – modeler

firehock@gicinc.org – director

robbie.lewis@dof.virginia.gov – VDOF coastal forester

mailto:mlee@gicinc.org
mailto:sheppard@gicinc.org
mailto:firehock@gicinc.org
mailto:robbie.lewis@dof.virginia.gov


Virginia Beach Adaptation Strategy

Natural Mitigations

Virginia Beach, The Nature Conservancy, VDOF 

Project 2.







Strategy:  Integrate Forest Infrastructure Into Stormwater  Management



Conserved forest lands

• Approx. 50% of forest 
under conservation 
ownership.

• Approx. 57% of wetland 
forest conserved.

• Approx. 38% of upland 
forest conserved.

2006 NLCD 



VDOF contacts

Bryant Bays
Regional Forester
New Kent Office
Bryant.bays@dof.virginia.gov
540-558-8423 cell

Meghan Mulroy-Goldman 
Community Forester
Portsmouth/Chesapeake office
Meghan.mulroy@dof.virginia.gov 
434-422-6503 cell 

Robbie Lewis 
Senior Area Forester & 
Coastal Resilience Program Coordinator
Accomack office
Robbie.lewis@dof.virginia.gov
757-387-7423 cell


