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State Budget (Special Session)

Program Budget Bill Post-COVID

VA Land Conservation Grant Programs $11.5M / year $5.75M / year

Agricultural Conservation Practices $95M / 2 years $66M/ 2 years

Stormwater Local Assistance Fund $50 M Paused

Wastewater Treatment Upgrades $50 M Paused

Dept of Env Quality Plus $18 M Paused



Potential Legislation

 SLAF Criteria Revisions
 The Commonwealth should align funding priorities to achieve 

maximum pollutant reductions to improve water quality
 For the Chesapeake Bay TMDL, the Commonwealth is over-

achieving their phosphorus reductions goals and underachieving 
nitrogen reduction goals

 SLAF dollars are currently prioritized based on which best 
management practices (BMPs) are expected to provide the 
greatest water quality benefit in terms of phosphorus, not nitrogen 
or any other pollutant

 Some BMPs reduce nitrogen better than phosphorus
 SLAF funding criteria should reflect all pollutants that need to be 

addressed for successful achievement of the Bay TMDL in Virginia
 SLAF solicitation FY21 on hold until funding restored



Potential Legislation

 Tree Policy Stakeholders
 Met July 30, 2020
 VDOF led with Green 

Infrastructure Center
 9 local reps from across VA



Potential Legislation

 Tree Replacement - protect trees and mitigate losses
 Limitations -
 §15.2-961 applies to localities with population density ≥ 75 

persons per sq mile or any locality within the Bay watershed  
 §15.2-961.1 allows for greater tree canopy but is limited to 

Planning District 8 

 Trees as a Stormwater BMP
 Promotes tree conservation during development
 DEQ report due Nov. 2020
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