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SUMMARY OF THE MEETING OF THE 
HRPDC REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

May 6, 2021 
 
Pursuant to the declared state of emergency in the Commonwealth of Virginia in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and to protect the public health and safety of the committee 
members, staff, and the general public, the Regional Environmental Committee meeting was 
held electronically via WebEx. These electronic meetings are required to complete essential 
business on behalf of the region. A recording of the meeting is available on the website. 
 
Attendance 

 
A complete attendance list is available.  In addition to several non-voting committee 
members and other interested parties, the following members participated 
electronically: 
 
Regional Environmental Committee Voting Members: 

Barbara Brumbaugh, CH 
     Lucy Stoll, CH 
     Carlee Smith, FR 
     Kevin Landry, GL 

Greta Hawkins, HA 
     Michael Woolson, JC 
     Toni Small, JC 
     Angela Hopkins, NN 

Allison Watts, NN 
Justin Shafer, NO 
Tammie Clary, SM 
Beth Lewis, SH  
Melanie Coffey, VB 
Diana St. John, VB 
Heather Markle, WG 
Kent Henkel, YK 
 

 
1. Summary of the April 1, 2021 Meeting of the Regional Environmental Committee 

 
There were no comments on the April meeting summary and they were approved. 
 

2. Public Comments 
 
There were no public comments. 

 
3. Fairfax County’s Herrity Fountain Retrofit Project 

 
Mr. Fred Wilkins, an Engineer with the Stormwater Planning Division of Fairfax County, 
provided an overview of the Herrity Fountain Retrofit Project, which recently won a 
Best Urban BMP in the Bay Award (BUBBA). The project is located in a high-traffic 
public area and was designed to provide multiple benefits, including nutrient credit 
benefits through a cistern and public engagement. As part of the rainwater harvesting 
system, recycled glass was incorporated into the filtering media, along with sand. The 
pump system provides a bubbling fountain feature by pulling water from the cistern. 
Recycled glass was also incorporated into the soil media of tree box filters. Different soil 
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medias were used to evaluate what combination is most beneficial for street trees. The 
project was complete in late January and has already been receiving use from the public 
and a nearby daycare.  
 
Discussion following the presentation included questions about the glass recycling 
program in Fairfax County, if the tree-boxes were providing any water quality credit, 
and how the supply of recycled glass is managed. Mr. Wilkins noted that glass recycling 
is a drop-off program. The tree-boxes are not currently earning water quality credits, 
but it may be possible to earn credit in the future. The recycled glass is in demand for 
multiple projects and the solid waste program may be working on a plan for 
distributing the recycled class supply in the future.  
 

4. Regional Perspectives on Virginia’s Solar Boom  
 
Dr. KC Filippino, HRPDC, provided an overview of solar energy planning and 
development in Virginia. This presentation is the first in a series of solar energy focused 
discussions being planned by Dr. Filippino and Mr. John Harbin (HRPDC). The 2020 
Virginia’s Clean Economy Act and the 2021 Virginia Clean Energy Policy have set 
renewable energy and greenhouse gas emission reduction goals and encouraged solar 
development in the state. The Virginia permitting process for solar projects is divided 
into three categories based on megawatts. Virginia currently has about $2.2 billion in 
solar investment and solar energy in the state is projected to grow by over 6,847 MW 
over the next 5 years. There are currently 58 permit by rule (PBR) projects across the 
state, 9 of which are in the Hampton Roads region. There are 61 notices of intent (NOI) 
statewide; however, this list is not completely inclusive and NOIs can be withdrawn.  
 
Dr. Filippino highlighted land use & planning, stormwater, and policy and regulation 
implications. The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality will be receiving two 
new full-time employees to help with stormwater permit review for solar projects. 
Currently PBR regulations are under revision and public comment is open until May 14, 
2021. Future considerations for solar include regional coordination, maintenance to 
provide multiple benefits, and siting opportunities, such as brownfield redevelopment.   
 
Discussion following the presentation included consideration of installing solar panels 
on large buildings, such as warehouses, and challenges with land use for the 
decommissioning process. Ms. Toni Small, James City County, noted that the first land 
disturbance permit for a solar facility was just issued for the County. Mr. Skip Stiles, 
Wetlands Watch, noted that VACO has been conducting research on solar energy as 
well. Dr. Filippino encouraged Committee members to reach out with topic suggestions 
for future presentations.  

 
5. Get Flood Fluent Campaign Update 

 
Ms. Katie Cullipher and Mr. Ben McFarlane, HRPDC, provided an update on the regional 
flood insurance outreach initiative. The regional flood insurance outreach website, 
GetFloodFluent.org, was launched in 2019, and includes an outreach toolkit and flood 
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risk calculator to estimate flood insurance premiums. Three separate paid media 
campaigns have been conducted as part of the regional flood insurance outreach effort. 
Metrics used to gauge the success of the effort include advertising impressions, website 
visitors, and increases in the number of flood insurance policies. A paid media campaign 
is being planned summer 2021, along with additional outreach efforts, including 
coordinating with HRSD to print bill messages. New content was recently launched on 
GetFloodFluent.org, including a mapping application to find your flood zone, information 
on how to protect your home and personal property, and safety tips for flooding events. 
A new 1-minute animated video has also been developed.   
 
HRPDC staff is monitoring the development of FEMA’s Risk Rating 2.0, which will change 
how flood insurance is calculated. Regarding flooding disclosure, the Governor signed 
legislation (SB 1389) that will require owners of residential real property to disclose 
whether a property is a repetitive loss property as defined by the NFIP. Property owners 
can also request a flood loss history report for their property, and a template is being 
developed for GetFloodFluent.org to request this information. HRPDC staff are also 
available to provide presentations about the regional flood insurance outreach effort to 
community groups. There was a question regarding plans to assist homeowners in low-
income neighborhoods whose houses may be devalued by flood disclosure. Mr. 
McFarlane noted he is not aware of any plans to provide assistance at this time.  
 

6. Offshore Wind in Hampton Roads and Beyond 
 

Mr. Matt Smith, Director of Offshore Wind Business Development for the Hampton 
Roads Alliance, provided an update on offshore wind development along the U.S. East 
Coast and supply chain development opportunities. Mr. Smith noted that the offshore 
wind industry is finally “real”. Vineyard Wind 1 was the first offshore wind project to 
receive approval of an environmental impact statement. Federal government efforts are 
also underway to develop a more certain and timely regulatory process. The Hampton 
Roads Alliance is working to establish the region as a supply chain hub for the offshore 
wind industry and is launching the Virginia Offshore Wind Landing next week, which is 
a cooperative space for offshore wind companies.  
 
Mr. Smith introduced Ms. Ashley McLeod, Stakeholder Engagement Director for Kitty 
Hawk Offshore, to provide an overview of Avangrid Renewables Kitty Hawk offshore 
wind project. The project is located 36 miles southeast offshore from Sandbridge in 
Virginia Beach, which is where the proposed connection to the energy grid is located. 
The first portion of the project is designed to provide 800 MW of energy, and the whole 
area has the ability to produce 2,500 MW, which could power 700K homes. The planned 
commercial operation date for the first phase is 2026, and the project is currently 
waiting for the BOEM Environmental Review under NEPA to begin. The Kitty Hawk 
project is anticipated to have a $2 billion economic impact in Virginia and North 
Carolina over the next decade. It is anticipated an average of 800 jobs will be created 
throughout the project life cycle. More information about the project and updates are 
available at kittyhawkoffshore.com. Ongoing coordination is occurring with fishing and 



 

4 
 

military communities and a Mid-Atlantic training alliance for workforce development. 
Open houses about the project will be occurring with virtual options for participation. 
The IPF offshore wind conference will also be held in Richmond in August 2021. 
Participant discussion included the potential for onshore wind development and 
technology for controlling when wind turbines are operating.  
 

7. 2021 Virginia Community Flood Preparedness Fund (CFPF) Draft Grant Manual 
 
Ms. Whitney Katchmark, HRPDC, provided an overview of the recommendations that will 
be included in the HRPDC staff public comment letter for the Virginia Community Flood 
Preparedness Fund (VCFPF) Draft Grant Manual. The Draft Grant Manual was published 
on April 12, 2021, and public comments are due to the Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (DCR) on May 12, 2021. The HRPDC Coastal Resiliency 
Working Group met to discuss the VCFPF Draft Grant Manual on April 23, 2021. HRPDC 
staff comments recommend the following:  

• Resilience Plans – allow for localities to use existing plans as resilience plans and 
reconsider whether a separate resilience plan is needed for the first year  

• Locality-Certified Floodplain Managers – allow localities to “certify” or designate 
floodplain managers for the purposes of the grant application and provide a 
robust education and training program for floodplain management through DCR. 

• Project Scoring Criteria – emphasize risk reduction in scoring criteria, add 
shoreline and floodplain restoration projects to stream restoration criterion, and 
revise scoring for community scale and impact.  

• Eligible Projects – restructure categories to include (1) plans, studies, and 
capacity building, and (2) implementation, and establish separate criteria for each 
category. Establish separate process for projects in low-income areas, and allow 
CFPF funds to be used as match for federal grants.  

 
Additional comments and recommendations are provided in Ms. Katchmark’s 
presentation. The HRPDC staff draft comment letter will be shared for review and locality 
input following this meeting.  
 

8. Other Matters 
 
Meghan Mulroy-Goldman, Virginia Department of Forestry, announced that the 

Emerald Ash Borer Cost-Share Program is open through June 10th. Contact your local 

forester for more information, and a fact sheet is available here: 
https://dof.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/FT0032_Emerald-Ash-Borer-Cost-Share-Program.pdf 

Cirse Gonzalez, CBNERR-VA, shared that the York River and Small Coastal Basins 

symposium will be held May 13th. Details and registration information is available here: 
https://hopin.com/events/york-river-and-small-coastal-basins-symposium 

The next meeting of the Regional Environmental Committee will be held on Thursday, June 
3, 2021 virtually via WebEx.   

https://dof.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/FT0032_Emerald-Ash-Borer-Cost-Share-Program.pdf
https://hopin.com/events/york-river-and-small-coastal-basins-symposium
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Committee Meeting Sign-In Sheet

Locality/Agency Representative Representative Representative Representative Representative Representative Representative Representative Representative Representative

Chesapeake Barbara Brumbaugh Lucy Stoll Susan Talbott

Franklin Carlee Smith

Gloucester Kevin Landry

Hampton Greta Hawkins Joseph Andreas

Isle of Wight Shaunee Beussink

James City Mike Woolson Toni Small

Newport News Angela Hopkins Joe DuRant Louis Bott Allison Watts

Norfolk Justin Shafer Christina VanLear Gina Shaw Casey Magruder

Poquoson

Southampton Regan Prince Beth Lewis

Portsmouth

Smithfield Tammie Clary

Suffolk Matt Fanghella

Surry

Virginia Beach Diana St. John Jim Milliken Shawn Fluharty Melanie Coffey

Williamsburg Heather Markle

Windsor

York Kent Henkel

HRPDC KC Filippino Sara Kidd Ashley Gordon Whitney Katchmark Ben McFarlane Jill Sunderland Katie Cullipher Greg Grootendorst Keith Cannady

HRSD Jennifer Reitz Jamie Mitchell

HRTPO

DCR

DEQ

DGIF

DHCD

SWCD

VDEM

VDOF Meghan Mulroy-Goldman

VDH

VDOT Andrew Scott

VMRC

Port of Virginia

Jefferson Lab Scott Conley

NASA

Navy

Air Force 

Ft. Eustis

NRCS

USACE

USGS

USFWS

ODU

VIMS Cirse Gonzalez

W&M Gray Monstrose Elizabeth Andrews

Virginia Sea Grant

CBF

Ches Climate Action Network

Elizabeth River Project

Great Dismal Swamp Collaborative

James River Association Emily Hinson

Living River Trust

Lynnhaven River Now

SELC

Wetlands Watch Skip Stiles Madison Teeter

AECOM Noelle Slater

AMT Engineering Ginny Snead

Arcadis

Bay Environmental

Brown & Caldwell Don Cole

Cardno

Clark Nexsen

Contech ES

Dewberry

F&R

Geosyntec Amelia DeCruz

GKY

Hazen & Sawyer

Jacobs

Kerr Environmental

Kimley-Horn

Louis Berger

Michael Baker

Opti RTC

Parsons Brinckerhoff

RK&K

Timmons Group Liz Scheessele

SGA Mandy Stamnitz

Stantech

Whitman Requardt Mike Barbachem

Woolpert Amy Cheatham

Guests Fred Wilkins Matt Smith Ashley McLeod

Public
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