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Transcribed Public Comments of the 
October 17, 2019 HRPDC Commission Meeting 

 
Ms. Terry Danaher: Good afternoon. I usually have a seat over there on the corner where 
Carlton Hardy is sitting, and he kindly offered to fill in for me because I have to leave. I did 
want to say that I originally got up here, because I am the chair of the Community Advisory 
Committee for this body and the HRTPO, and we had not had a chance to look at Item 10. We 
just found out about it in fact. So, we will have a chance to meet before you all meet again in 
November, and we will take this seriously. If we could have the information shared with us 
too, that you all have received, it would be very helpful. As far as the committee goes, I would 
be delighted to serve on it. So, that’s all I need to say right now. Thank you very much. 
 
Mr. Jim Hampton: Thank you so much. My name is Jim Hampton. I am a homeowner in the 
Georgetown section of Chesapeake, and I’d like to talk briefly about the pipeline if I may. First 
of all, it was back in 2017 that I received a letter from Virginia Natural Gas, on the street, the 
block that I live on, which is Rock Creek Drive in the Georgetown Point section of Chesapeake. 
There’s four sections, of course, of the Georgetown Community. At any rate, it invited me to a 
meeting at Bethel Baptist Church on Campostella Road. I didn’t know anything other than the 
fact that they were talking about some construction. I got there, and when I got there, we 
found out that Virginia Natural Gas had decided, apparently they already had the 
authorization, to bury large construction pipes in our community. Initially, quite naturally, it 
was a surprise. Being a homeowner there for about 32 years now, in fact, I’m retired military. 
I wasn’t very happy, because I knew then that the home that my wife and I built, and we 
bought the parcel there to build it, now they’re talking about putting pipes in that’s going to 
impact on not only my home but also all the community of Georgetown. In Georgetown, we 
have a lot of retired professional people there. We have a lot of people retired from the 
education system as well as the military, and I was wondering why we weren’t given some 
kind of heads up as to these pipes. Now, Les Flora there, he was the project lead. He had copies 
of the pipes, and I’m going to pass this around because you can see just how large they are. 
Not anything you would want to put in the community. Those pipes were produced to be able 
to send gas flowing very quickly. They initially said these were distribution lines, and we found 
out later that they were transmission lines. As a result of that, we were even more concerned 
about the safety of our citizens within those three parts of the community. As we went on, we 
organized, and we organized under the name of Georgetown Neighbors Against the Pipeline. 
Sunrise Hills joined us, the community right down below Campostella Road area, and then 
Holly Glen, but my point here is I wish that y’all would take a look at these pipes. They’re very 
close to homes. When we spoke to the deputy attorney general about it, he was surprised to 
see that those pipes are just feet away from homes, from the backyards. So, I would conclude, 
it looks like my time is up, but I wish I had more time. I have a lot of pictures I can show you of 
the pipes and how close they are to the homes. I’m going to pass these out and get out of the 
way. 
 
Mr. Stephen Padgett: Hello. Previous speakers made a good point. Dominion Energy likes to 
do their deeds in secret because they know that it’s not going to be that good for the people. 
Now, of course, they want to make money, and the stockholders, if this thing goes through, 
they may make some money, but that’s not really the point. The point is that it’s a bad idea 
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and everybody knows it. There is so much misinformation. The economic benefits here I read 
from the chamber letter. The economic benefits would occur concurrently with environmental 
progress as is well known natural gas produces half the carbon emissions of coal. What they 
don’t tell you is that the flaring of methane from the fracking industry is driving up. Since the 
fracking boom began, the methane in the atmosphere has been moving up rapidly due to 
fracking. It’s been proven by satellite studies. So it’s bad. Then what they don’t tell you is the 
fracking industry that Bloomberg is advising its investors not to invest in fracking. Since 2015, 
there’s been 170 shell operations that have gone bankrupt. This year alone, first half of this 
year, nine shell companies have gone bankrupt. The future is not in fossil fuel. So you build out 
these pipelines, which they don’t mention in the letter. Sure, the CO2 emissions of Virginia is 
going to be a drop in the bucket in global warming, but it’s going to damage the water 
supplies in rural Virginia. I mean, they’re violating. The DEQ, to their credit, is holding them to 
the standards of the EPA, but that’s not necessarily going to solve the problem. In fact, nobody 
knows what’s going to happen. They build these things out. It can be a disaster for wildlife and 
water supplies, and then what? Then business is going to shut down anyway because another 
thing they don’t tell you is that due to the increasing global arm of climate change, there’s 
tremendous amount of research going on all over the world, in the United States in the top 
institutions Stanford and MIT. They’re developing energy storage technologies at a furious 
rate, and those technologies will allow Virginia, in the near future, to take full advantage of 
solar energy and wind farms. Thanks. 
 
Ms. Ann Creasy: Hi everyone. Thanks for taking the time to hear comments from the public 
on this issue. I initially put in the front end of my comment that I hope that you all take time to 
hear from more experts, so I’m really glad that there is a plan to create a working group 
around this issue. There’s a couple of claims made in the letter from the Chamber of 
Commerce that is before y’all that I would like to dig into specifically. It might be good for the 
working group to aim to address some of these discrepancies in information. So the Hampton 
Roads Chamber of Commerce letter that is attached to the HRPDC Agenda makes claims that 
the gas from the ACP is needed by the region for economic growth but offers no analysis to 
document that need. There is some information that brings the need for an additional 
transmission pipeline into question. Dominion’s claim that extreme cold snaps necessitate 
more gas infrastructure contradicts the reality of the capacity contracts for Hampton Roads. 
Chris Stockton, a spokesman for Williams Partners, which operates the Transco Pipeline in the 
western part of the state that the Atlantic Coast Pipeline would connect to, said that the 
Transco Pipelines performed remarkably during the cold weather. There was a date on 
January 5th of 2018 where temperatures were especially low, and during that time period, he 
goes on to say, we were able to meet all of our firm capacity contracts. The system delivered a 
record amount of gas. It produced ten percent of the natural gas consumed in the country on 
that day on January 5th. So, that definitely points to the fact that maybe our gas 
infrastructure in this state is enough to supply our gas needs. Another interesting aspect that 
brings the need into question is that the attorney general's office reported in a discovery 
response that Virginia Natural Gas stated that no curtailments had occurred on annual 
system peak days in the past ten years. So, I think we really need to get to the bottom of the 
question for the need of this gas before making any consequential decisions. Another claim 
that was kind of egregious to be honest, in the letter, it says that there would be 17,000 jobs 
produced from the Atlantic Coast Pipeline. In Dominion's own Chmura report, Dominion 
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contracted Chmura to do an analysis, even Dominion's report claims that there would be 
2,873 jobs during construction across three states, North Carolina, Virginia, and West 
Virginia, and the long-term jobs would be 271. So, I don’t know where 17,000 came from. 
Thank you. Those are just some of the concerning points that I hope the working group can 
address. 
 
Ms. Kiquanda Baker: Good afternoon, Commission Members. My name is Kiquanda Baker, 
and I’ll make any comments very short as I’m sure most people that are commenting will hit 
some of the points that I would have made anyways. I would just suggest that you also 
consider during your deliberation, putting out an opposition, a resolution opposing the 
Atlantic Coast Pipeline. Thank you. 
 
Ms. Kim Sudderth: Good afternoon. I’m not a pipeline expert. I just happen to be a mom that 
fell in love with a house in Berkley. Berkley is a neighborhood in Norfolk, and I just love it. I 
know my neighbors now, which has never happened before, and we get together very 
frequently. I’ve lived there a year, and I feel like I’ve lived there my whole life. Never felt more 
at home. Actually, my husband and I, we have 8 children between us. We’ve been busy, but we 
don’t have grandchildren yet, and I really want grandchildren, and I can see them coming 
over. Who all has grandchildren? You get your sleepovers, and you get to love on them and 
give them back. I can’t wait. But I also know that I live three blocks away from the Southside 
Connector, and I literally live in the incineration zone. So, if I do have a sleepover with these 
grandchildren, I have to worry about is it going to take me out and them too. That keeps me 
up at night. I can tell you that the Southside Connector, which is the spur of the Atlantic Coast 
Pipeline is 24 inches wide, high pressure, and buried three feet deep, and they bury dead 
people deeper than three feet. We and a lot of people over there, we’ve been fighting these 
pipelines for several years now. Some of you have probably seen me at your council meetings 
before, but we’re still fighting, and we’re hoping that you’ll do the right thing. You’re in a 
position to do so. Maybe not today. We thought you were going to vote today, but when the 
time comes, I hope and I know that you’ll do the right thing. If you do nothing, Virginia 
Natural Gas and Dominion will ply the state with dangerous predatory and unnecessary fossil 
fuel infrastructure. But if you vote no, you send a message to all Virginians letting us know 
that you’re willing to stand up for us. Just a quick shout-out. All the folks that are here against 
the pipelines, if you could raise your hand or stand up. These are the folks that came out 
midday midweek to come to this meeting and let you know, and they’re all, they represent 
everyone else that feels the same way, and they’re counting on you like me. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Jim O’Brien: Thank you. I’m Jim O'Brien from Newport News Shipbuilding. I think the 
comments that have been made to-date are good, and I think it’s a good idea that the 
committee is going to be formed to look for solutions to the issue that we have here today. I 
represent the largest private industry employer in the state of Virginia. Let that sink in for a 
minute. Newport News Shipbuilding, we currently are over 24,000 employees, and we, in the 
past six years, have converted from No. 6 Fuel Oil to natural gas. With this conversion, we are 
currently saving 30 percent. Our emissions have been reduced by 30 percent, so we’ve made a 
significant impact to the environment by converting to natural gas. We did that about six 
years ago. This year, we’re in the process of converting our steam plant, that produces steam 
to test our aircraft carriers, over to natural gas and that will be in production later this year. 
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And with that conversion, now we can test our aircraft carriers that we’re overhauling and 
deliver them back to the Navy. Without this natural gas, we will not be able to test our 
aircraft carriers and get them back to the Navy. We’ve done a full conversion from fuel over to 
natural gas in order to provide our testing platform for the aircraft carriers. So, from the 
company that employs a significant amount of people in this region, we are relying on natural 
gas. Our concern is that the natural gas supply will not be available in the future, so whatever 
needs to be done in order to ensure that we can get natural gas to supply large customers like 
us is very important to us. We welcome and we’ll gladly participate and help in any way that 
we can to come up with solutions to satisfy everyone that has a need for this natural gas. So, 
thank you. 
 
Mr. Overton Nichols: Good afternoon. My name is Overton Nichols. Nichols is the last name. I 
live in Sunrise Hills, where I am the president of the civic league. I live in Sunrise Hills. I have 
enjoyed that section until Virginia Natural Gas came in, and I was very disturbed with what 
they had done. The pipelines were placed underground with no regard for my community. 
They moved into a section that I know they weren’t supposed to be, but they are there. They 
heard my feelings along with everyone in the neighborhood. So, let me tell you some of the 
things that has happened. They came in with their heavy equipment pounding on the area. 
The pounding was so hard that it caused some people's countertops to come from the wall. 
Now, let me tell you this. This is not a ghetto. These houses are well built. They’ve been there 
for a while because I’ve been there for 51 years. Fifty-one years. Some of these pipes are 30 
feet from individuals homes. Now, here’s the thing. These pipes are near churches, schools, rec 
centers, and play parks where our children play. They weren’t able to play in their play area 
this time, because pipelines were there with their heavy equipment. The pipeline was so bad 
banging, that on the weekend some of these people had to go to hotels to live, and that’s a 
shame. Sometimes during the week, you had your floodlight. Their floodlights were shining in 
someone's bedroom window where they couldn’t sleep. Now, the worst part to me is that I 
want everyone to remember is this: In Sunrise Hills, you got one way in and one way out, 
which means that if anything should occur, you know what that means. There’s a possibility 
that you can’t get out. It happened to me three times. As a matter of fact, it happened to me 
Sunday. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Jonathan Gendzier: I’m Jonathan Gendzier with the Southern Environmental Law 
Center. I’m foregoing my comment. I simply want to thank the Commission for its action today 
to delay a vote, and we look forward to continuing to communicate with you all about this 
important issue. Thank you. 
 
Ms. Merri Ehrhard: Good afternoon. Dominion wants to get approval for its $7.5 billion 
project before all of the facts are known. These costs will be passed along to the ratepayers. 
This 600-mile project is slated to cross often geologically unstable land and 1,100 bodies of 
water in the State of Virginia. This land disturbance will cause erosion and sediment build-up 
and will have an adverse effect on the health of the Chesapeake Bay. No amount of mitigation 
on Dominion's part can prevent this. The 42-inch natural gas pipeline and its spurs and 
compressor stations often go through towns and neighborhoods that are economically 
challenged. The compressor station in Buckingham County is slated to be built in a 
predominantly African-American community. They don’t want it. This is economic racism. 
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Dominion claims that natural gas is needed for economic development in the Hampton Roads 
area. If you go to one of their shareholder meetings, you will learn, you will hear them state 
that gas is for export. Ratepayers will pay for the construction of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline 
and the shareholders will reap the benefit of the natural gas sales. Ultimately, it seems that 
construction of the ACP will be dependent upon the price of gas overseas. It is not for our 
benefit. This fracking process that is used to extract natural gas from deep in the earth uses 
millions of gallons of fresh drinking water in the extracting process. This water is forever 
contaminated. It is put back in the ground and will be there in perpetuity. Now, what about 
the future, climate change, sea-level rise, and its effect on Hampton Roads? The natural gas 
that comes from fracking is methane. Methane is worse than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse 
gas because it warms the planet on steroids for a decade or two before decaying to carbon 
dioxide. Methane is roughly 30 times more potent than carbon dioxide in trapping gas. You 
don’t see them talk about that much. Hampton Roads should not want to be a part of this 
horrible rape of our land, air, and water by Dominion. Please wait to decide until all of the 
facts are known. Look into the fight being fought by other communities all along the ACP's 
route. Don’t just rely on Dominion's lies. Thank you. 
 
Ms. Karen Campblin: Thank you. Good afternoon, everyone. My name is Karen Campblin. I’m 
here representing the Virginia State Conference NAACP today headquartered in Richmond, 
Virginia. I currently serve as the environmental and climate justice committee chair. The 
purpose of our environmental and climate justice program is to 1) eliminate all contributors 
to greenhouse gas emissions, 2) support and encourage energy efficiency, and 3) and this is 
the best part, to encourage community resiliency and liveability. These natural gas pipeline 
projects are the antithesis of our No. 3, which is the most vital part of our program, which is 
community vitality and resiliency. Later on, I’ll be submitting several reports and documents 
that goes into some of the detailed information about the health impacts associated with 
these types of facilities, particularly to African-American communities of color and low-
income communities. One of the ones, which is a really interesting report Fumes Across the 
Fence-Line, which was written by National NAACP in collaboration with the Clean Air Task 
Force details that the siting of these locations are not coincidence. Typically, these utility 
companies identify areas in which they feel that the communities will not have political 
support, but as you can see, there is a lot of community groundswell behind everyone in the 
Mountain Valley Pipeline, the Atlantic Coast Pipeline, the Union Hill Compressor Station and 
most importantly, what we’re talking about today, the Southside Connector. We feel that 
instead of focusing on these infrastructures that have a life span of anywhere from 20 to 40 
years, what we really should be focusing on is how do we transition to the clean energy. That’s 
where we’re going. There are reports after reports that indicate we do not need a new 
infrastructure. There are reports that indicate the capacity is sufficient. The current that we 
have a lot of detailed documents that show with their PJM collaboration, as well as the 
voluntary curtailment program that it is suffice in transitioning to solar and those types of 
clean air energies would be enough to address the energy demands. So, I thank you very much 
for tabling the decision, and I really do hope that the committee not only looks at existing 
infrastructure but look at all the different ways in which we can support and promote 
liveability and to kind of clean up a lot of these fence line communities that are overburdened, 
as Mr. Nichols had indicated. His community has a pipeline electric substation. They went 
through wetlands and these pipelines and substations and also two abandoned coal ash ponds 
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in one neighborhood and these facilities are located by parks, churches, and schools. We need 
to stop that type of thinking and focus in on how we can fix and rebuild our communities and 
promote healthy communities. Thank you for your time. 
 
Ms. Tess Amoruso: Thank you for this opportunity to speak to the Commission. I’d also like 
to say thank you so much for the wise decision to table decision today and for there to be 
further study and if at all possible and citizens are invited to be part of that committee, I think 
that would be a very good and wise decision. So thank you. So I did not prepare notes. I’m just 
going to speak off the cuff what I know about the Atlantic Coast Pipeline is that it’s unneeded, 
unwanted, dangerous, environmentally racist, and environmentally destructive. It is just a fact 
that the gas is not needed. As I said, I apologize I didn’t prepare notes, but that is something 
that is a fact and can easily be researched. There is sufficient capacity now with existing 
infrastructure that would not create all the perils that this pipeline would create. It’s 
obviously unwanted. I’d like to say that the communities, of which some of the residents have 
been here speaking, are beautiful communities. I don’t know if anybody here has been to these 
neighborhoods and seen how close these pipelines are to community centers, churches, and 
schools, but for example, there’s the line let us say standing where I’m standing, and there’s a 
school, that’s maybe I’d say about where the back wall is, there’s an elementary school. So, my 
question to the committee is, would you want your child going to a school where the pipeline 
was here and your child was going to school in that building? And if the answer is no, then you 
have a moral obligation to say then none of our neighbor's children should be put in that peril. 
So, it’s clearly unneeded, it’s unwanted, it’s dangerous. Our opposition in terms of the dangers 
is not hype. That’s another thing that is a quick three-minute Google search will be able to 
show anybody in this room the number and extent of explosions and accidents that’ve 
happened recently actually even with this very same technology that’s being proposed. It’s 
extremely environmental racist, and if you haven’t researched this, please go research Union 
Hill. Again, that’s a three-minute search. The community, so let me just backtrack this 
important point. Originally, the length of this pipeline would have been built with seven 
compression stations along the route, and because in other areas there was great opposition 
in the areas where the compression stations were going to be built, the decision was made 
instead of that number, there would be one giant mega station to be built in the State of 
Virginia, which is in this historic and important African-American community called Union 
Hill. That’s, again, a three-minute search. The environmental destruction, it’s already been 
demonstrated. I just want you all to know that you’re in my prayers on a nightly basis. I still 
feel like we can do the right thing, and we will do the right thing. So thank you for your 
attention. 
 
Ms. Gwendolyn Matarita: Thank you so much. My name is Gwendolyn Matarita. I’m a 
resident of Georgetown. When I was a teenager, I used to ride through Georgetown 
Community hoping one day I could purchase one of those homes. It was a neighborhood that 
exemplified lots of care of their homes and their property. About ten years ago, I finally 
bought one of those homes, and as an added bonus, it came with an inground pool. Yay. Three 
years ago, our electrician came by to do some work on the lights in the pool and noticed all 
the high voltage power lines located over the pool, and with his thingamajigger I do not know 
what you call it that he uses to test the electrical outlets, he pointed it up in the air and 
received a strong electromagnetic signal. Now, the combination of pipelines being installed 
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under those high voltage lines compromises the integrity of the pipelines, and then let’s add 
the children playing in the pool just a few feet away from those 24-inch transmission gas 
pipelines that were installed by Virginia Natural Gas. Really? Do the math. I’m now in a 
position that I don’t believe I will ever be able to move out of my house or to sell it because no 
one is going to purchase a house knowing that gas pipelines are pretty much right at their 
back doors. Not to mention that the value of our homes was dropped significantly. What now? 
What happens to all the equity that we’ve been building, once we retire. What happens to 
that? It went down the pipeline. We have shared our concerns to the governor, Congressman 
Bobby Scott, the mayor, and Attorney General Herring. Virginia Power even came out at one 
of our rallies, wrote an article about it. Channel 10 came out, covered everything, and then I 
wondered does anyone really care? A gas explosion can be extremely detrimental and then 
there’s a slogan that we as Americans have adopted, if you see something, say something. 
Well, we see a problem, a big problem. Running gas pipelines in our backyards and we are 
saying something and hopefully to someone who will listen and then do something. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Jim Kibler: Thank you. Mr. Chairman and Commissioners, thanks for the opportunity. 
Thank you for your attention to this vitally important issue for the region. I’m the son of two 
local elected officials, and I know from personal experience that often you’re the ones who 
have to separate heat from light, and I thank you for your work in that regard. I’m going to be 
very brief. We’re going to be happy to participate with the committee in any information it 
needs about this project. Just let us know. But I’m also here not only as president of the gas 
company, but outside of my day job I serve on Go Virginia Region 5 Council and we just 
updated our regional growth and diversification program, and it was noted, it’s in the 
minutes that were published today, we’re not sure the region, in fact, we have serious doubts 
about the ability to implement that growth and diversification plan without the Atlantic Coast 
Pipeline. I’m also one of 33 directors of the Hampton Roads Business Roundtable, and I’m 
authorized today to tell you that we have also come out in support of this project for all the 
reasons that you’ll hear about the need for gas in the region. This is not the Southside  
Connector. So to the extent there’s confusion around that, I want you to know that the 
Southside Connector is in service today. It’s built, and for the first time in over 20 years, last 
month, we ran our entire system on the Southside Connector, because we had to, and so it was 
necessary for reliability in this region, and that’s the reason it was built. There is insufficient 
gas capacity into our region today. We are already in our five-year horizon in terms of reserve 
margin for VNG. There’s a tremendous need for this. You’ll also see later recent work that’s 
been done around the region to identify 139 sites for economic development 25 acres and 
greater. We can’t serve any of them, load more than perhaps a coffee roaster. There’s just not 
enough capacity for economic development in the region. I thought VNG was alone in that 
regard, and Columbia Gas of Virginia has recently stated that it’s in the same position we are. 
We have curtailed customers 32 days for the last, over the last two years. A lot of the largest 
employers in the region. That’s a sign that the system is struggling to keep up and needs extra 
capacity. Thank you very much. 
 
Ms. Ethel Mitchell: Thank you very much. I’m trying to find out where I leave my notes. It is a 
pleasure to be here. Good afternoon. I am Ethel Whitfield Mitchell, a resident of Chesapeake 
for more than 70 years. My family and I have lived in Georgetown Colony for more than 46 
years. I have enjoyed my community and surrounding communities. These communities have 
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provided my family with a level of comfort, security, safety, and respect. Recently, our way of 
life has become threatened. Many of our communities can no longer enjoy this level of safety 
and certainly respect because of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline. Imagine this: One morning you 
wake up to the sound of huge machinery putting 24-inch natural gas pipes into the ground 
just a few feet from your backyard, from your swimming pool. Now, these are not just any 
pipes. These are transmission natural gas pipelines used to move large volumes of gas at high 
pressure around the country, not around neighborhoods. Well, in your case, that’s a horrible 
nightmare, but it’s just a nightmare. In our case, it’s a horrible reality. I have described that 
horrible reality in which we are living. It is a grave safety issue and a high level of disrespect. 
Such disrespect that I never experienced or thought I would experience from my community 
leaders. From my city leaders. In some neighborhoods in Chesapeake, there is a Southside 
Connector Pipeline, which if connected to the Atlantic Coast Pipeline, after all, it is called a 
connector, it connects, it has to connect, would be used in assisting natural gas around the 
community. May I simply jump to the very end, sir? Now, does all of the fighting we have done 
for two years to protect our neighborhoods and ourselves come down to this moment? Are you 
commission, the answer? You can be. We have experienced racial discrimination and 
environmental discrimination. We need you. Please vote no to racial discrimination and 
environmental discrimination and of course to what could come down to annihilation of 
selected communities. A no vote would be a yes vote to the sanctity of life in Hampton Roads, 
to include a level of safety and continued economic growth in the region in which you 
represent. Thank you and be blessed. 
 
Ms. Alma White: Good afternoon. Again, my name is Alma White, and I am a resident of 
Georgetown of Chesapeake, and before I start my report, I just want to let you know that the 
Southside Connector Pipeline has been installed right behind my backyard, and I have a 
disabled daughter, and there’s no way I can get her out of there if there is an explosion. The 
citizens of Georgetown, Sunrise Hills, and Holly Glen have joined together to do an 
environmental study by Stokes Environmental. This paper was supposed to have been passed 
out to you today. Unfortunately, you don’t have them in front of you, but please before you 
leave here, please get a copy of Stokes Environmental Study, which explains the risk of the 
Southside Connector. This study was done to evaluate the risk of the SCDP natural gas 
pipeline, which has been installed in the Georgetown, Sunrise Hills, and Holly Glen areas of 
Chesapeake. We want to keep them from ever using this pipeline. Risk was defined as the 
probability of personal injuries to residents or damage to their homes resulting from a 
rupture in the proposed 24-inch natural gas pipeline. It was predicted that if a six-inch 
rupture occurred in the pipeline, an explosion will take place after one minute of gas leakage, 
and it will be releasing 6,970 pounds of natural gas from the pipeline before detonation. It 
was determined too, that homes within 540 feet will be destroyed if there’s a rupture and an 
explosion. Homes within 744 feet will have homes damaged, destroyed or serious injuries will 
occur. Homes within 1500 feet will have shattered windows, destroyed homes, and injuries. 
That means about 366 homes will be affected by a single explosion. The proposed pipeline has 
been installed right next to the bedroom windows of many of our homes and only 40 feet from 
Thurgood Marshall Elementary School, which is located right here on Border Road. Several 
schools are in the blast zones and they include, again, Thurgood Marshall, Indian River High 
School, Indian River Middle School, and Georgetown Elementary. The children would be 
playing right over this pipeline. Disabled people will not be able to get out of their homes. The 
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study evaluated the risk of a pipeline rupture is ignited instead of detonated. My time is up. 
Well, thank you very much for listening to me, and I do hope that you decide not to approve 
the use of this pipeline. It is already there, but we would like to see that pipeline be removed 
because it involves so many risks and dangers to the residents who live there. Thank you. 
 
Ms. Peggy Sanner: Thank you. Peggy Sanner, Chesapeake Bay Foundation. I came down from 
Richmond this morning because I knew you all were going to address a really important 
subject. Last time, the first time I was here, speaking before this very respected body was 
about 2011, 2012, when you all and your colleagues were considering the Phase 1 Watershed 
Implementation Plan shortly after the bay TMDL came out. That was a big moment for 
Hampton Roads, and I will say it inaugurated, for me personally, a long set of opportunities 
continuing to the present of working with your staff in partnership for our common goal of a 
restored Chesapeake Bay. Thank you for that staff work, thank you for your collegiality and 
your commitment. Honestly, it is our commitment the bay that brings me here today and has 
caused me to be concerned about this pipeline cause the Bay Foundation to be engaged in 
work related to, and  frankly, in opposition to the pipeline, we’re concerned about its effect on 
the bay, and I would ask you after I thank you for thinking about this seriously and 
postponing the moment, thank you, I would ask you to remember as you engage in more 
detailed study, your commitment to the bay, remember how much money you all as a 
community are spending on bay restoration, and I can name the various categories. I know 
what you’re doing on stormwater, I know what you are doing on wastewater, I know how 
much more in the governor's plan you are being asked to do. It’s a very big deal. I won’t recite 
the figures. I’m sure you’ve got them in your brain, but I would say please recall as you 
consider down this path how important it is not to undermine all of the good work that you all 
have been doing on the bay by embarking on a project that in our view will have deleterious 
effects on that work. It doesn’t make sense fiscally, and in our view, it doesn’t make sense in 
terms of the kind of work that we need to do for the bay, for our communities, for our children. 
So, keep that in mind, and if you have any questions about what the specific interactions are 
between the bay restoration plan, the steps going forward, and the pipeline, we would 
certainly be happy to provide our perspectives. Again, many thanks for your very serious 
consideration of these questions and for your ongoing commitment to the bay. 
 
Ms. Cathie Vick: Good afternoon. Sorry, I’m losing my voice. If you can’t hear me, raise your 
hand. First, I want to thank you on behalf of the Port of Virginia for all of your support as we 
have been investing, like the shipyard, in reducing our carbon footprint and reducing 
emissions, and we’re doing that by over $700 million in investment to electrify the terminal 
gantry cranes and shift to other equipment that’s hybrid in nature, but it is increasing energy 
demand on our terminals, and likewise, our customers, like the shipyard, have been moving to 
this cleaner more reliable energy source of natural gas, we had 45 announcements last year, 
economic development related that our port users, 80 percent of those were manufacturing 
facilities and require this reliable energy source. Mr. Keller referenced earlier the site 
preparation planning that we’ve been doing in collaboration with you all. Very forward-
looking, very visionary as we look to attract more business and opportunity to this region, we 
have to be able to provide product, product in sites that are available and have the 
infrastructure and the energy resources that they need in order to create jobs and 
opportunity for our citizens. We look forward to continuing to do our part in that, but we 
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need you all to partner with us as we’ve been doing over these last several years and provide 
that energy source for them from the Atlantic Coast Pipeline. Quite frankly, there just is no 
Plan B, and if we don’t not just look at demand for today but demand in the future, and be 
visionary about that, then we’re going to find ourselves in a major competitive disadvantage 
with other states to bring that business opportunity here. The last point is as the IMO, the 
International Maritime Organization, is restricting the use of diesel for our shipping lines that 
call here to the Port of Virginia, these ultra-large container vessels, we’re going to see more of 
a demand for liquified natural gas. The order book for the shipping lines now has 45 new 
vessels that will be built that will use LNG. If we cannot provide an opportunity for them to 
fuel here, we will lose opportunities to have first-in and last-out calls because they will have to 
call on other ports in order to get liquified natural gas before they head back to Europe and 
Asia and other areas. So, again, another demand for that resource that is going to continue to 
grow over the next several years. Thank you again for your partnership and continued 
collaboration and for the opportunity to speak with you this afternoon. 
 
Mr. Steve Hansen: Thank you. I am representing the Virginia Poor People's Campaign, called 
The Revival. I wanted to tell you, on record, that the Poor People's Campaign is adamantly 
against the ACP. Primarily, because of its environmental impacts on the least of our citizens, 
the poor and the disadvantaged. Our National Chairman Co-Chair Reverend William Barber 
along with Vice President Al Gore has been to Union Hill several times to decry the 
environmental impact that compressor station has had on that community. And similar 
consequences are possible here as far as safety and health hazards for a high-pressure 
pipeline that is almost unprecedented in its route through residential and parks and churches 
and certainly schools, to include Title I schools, such as Thurgood Marshall. So I won’t – I can’t 
give you an answer on whether the demand, we need more demand, we need more energy. I 
could suggest though that what we need to be doing is not is going forward with cleaner 
nonrenewable energy as opposed to nonrenewable energy, which is on the table for your 
consideration too, but to continue down this path is only going to cause more environmental 
problems and those problems usually end up being burdened by the low-income poor people 
more than others. I reference Flint and other areas. Thank you for your time. 
 
Ms. Alice Alston: Welcome to you all. This afternoon, I’m here to represent the unit owners 
association of Holly Glen. I’m on the board of directors. Two years ago, we did start a battle 
against the Southside Connector that’s associated with the ACP. Through that time period, a 
lot of our family members, they were afraid, just like so many others. We read through tests of 
environmental problems, we went through the safety level, then we came back to say our lives 
matter, all lives matter. Not just the big company who has the finances to do more. We want 
someone to listen. We weren’t given this advantage when our turn came for the pipes to come 
through. No one let us know ‘til the last minute what was going on. So, what we’re saying now 
is maybe you all can sit back and think because people have been affected right now. It’s 
between eight and ten feet from my back door. They have put it in, cut wires, messed up our 
irrigation system, but they are fixing it now. So, we haven’t signed off on anything. Our 
problem is we want people to think about other communities, it’s too late for mine because 
the pipes are in 23 inches, but we want to know can you look at it, what is the plans, let the 
public know what is happening. Where is it going? It was a change in plans. It should have 
been Bainbridge, then it came through Georgetown. Why weren’t we given the advantage? 
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Why weren’t we told what was happening? So, again environmental racism or was it just 
racism period or is it just for people that you think are less than and don’t matter? I again will 
say, big businesses have the finances. Every day people we don’t, but our lives matter, and we 
want you to think about that and if you can sleep well at night, I bless you, but I thank God for 
the opportunity to say we didn’t want it, but it’s there, but we don’t have gas, so God is still 
working. I thank you for this afternoon. 
 
Mr. Mark Geduldig-Yatrofsky: Thank you, sir. Good afternoon Mr. Chair, Honorable 
Commissioners, and fellow interested parties. Those of you who serve on the CAO committee, 
Chief Administrative Officer committee, have heard my substantive objections to the pipeline 
already, and many of the speakers who preceded me stated them and others more eloquently 
than I. What I want to speak to is process. In September, I was present at the CAO meeting 
when the two presidents one from Dominion, one from Columbia Gas, had a half-hour or so of 
time to make their case for the pipeline. Now, what disturbs me about that is there was no 
balance. There were no speakers from other groups as there are today, talking about the 
downside of the pipeline, and I know that when people sing the siren song of economic 
development to the chief administrative officers and the elected officials of the region, it is a 
very sweet song and it’s very seductive because economic development is of concern to all of 
us. All the citizens of this region and all the citizens anywhere. But economic development 
does not come without costs, and there are environmental costs that have to be considered in 
this era of climate change. So, the fact that there was no pro and con in that discussion is 
disturbing and the other disturbing aspect of it is that at the subsequent CAO meeting, there 
was a resolution introduced to support an earlier letter written by the chamber and the 
military alliance to our congressional delegation seeking support for the pipeline. Again, no 
balance. So, I would urge you to take a good look as you step back now at what the arguments 
are pro and con in a balanced way. Thank you very much. 
 
Mr. John Luker: Thank you. My name is John Luker, and I’m chair of the Chesapeake Bay 
Sierra Club group. Once upon a time, people believed the world was flat and then scientists 
discovered no, it’s not flat. Well, now scientists are saying climate change is a big deal, and we 
need to reduce carbon. There’s some people that don’t believe that. I guess there’s some people 
who believe we faked the moon landing, but it doesn’t make it not true that we went to the 
moon. But if you don’t care about climate change or what scientists say, I know y’all care 
about money. There is a pipeline called the Transco Pipeline with slight modification can 
provide all the gas that we need if we need gas. Dominion, they make money on how much 
money they spend on capital projects. The pipeline power plants, they get a guaranteed rate 
of return. They do not have an incentive to use the Transco Pipeline. Our rates are going to go 
up. As you’ve seen with coal plants, utilities are retiring coal plants, and they become stranded 
assets. Their projected to have a long lifetime. Their lifetime is being ended before their useful 
life because it's too expensive to operate. The same thing is going to happen with these even if 
you discount the Transco Pipeline, clean energy, solar energy, and wind energy, the price is 
going down like a ski slope over the past ten or 15 years. Countries all over the world are 
going to clean energy. So, there’s a lot of reasons not to approve the pipeline. Environment is a 
big one. Money is another one. We’ve got a pipeline here. Promote clean energy. I mean, I’ve 
lived here for 32 years, the flooding has just gotten worse and worse. Insurance rates are 
going up. If you can’t afford to live here, to insure your home, if your business or home is 
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underwater, we all know roads get underwater. It’s ignorant to keep on going down the same 
road when we need to change course. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Dickson: Thank you. Good afternoon. I won’t be before you long. I know when you get to 
the last one, y’all ready to roll, but listen, before we go, there’s just a small article I’d like to 
read. On September 13, 2018, excessive pressure in natural gas lines owned by the Columbia 
Gas of Massachusetts had a series of explosions and fires that occurred in 40 homes. Over 80 
individuals were injured – 80 individual fires, excuse me. One person was killed, 30,000 forced 
to evacuate. Then it goes on to say about the cause. Overpressurized gas mains. The cost is 
greater than a billion dollars in property damage, personal injury, infrastructure damage, 
and mutual aid payments to other utilities that helped in the recovery process. Now, this 
happened in Massachusetts last year. It doesn’t really affect us, or does it? This is something 
that we have to take into consideration when we are making the choice that we’re about to 
make, that you’re about to partake on. It may not affect you. It may affect other people later 
on. You can take a look around and see if there are any individuals in here that you would 
prefer not to see that may be taken out by the gas line. I don’t think you would like a choice 
like that. I wouldn’t like a choice like that. But in actuality, these big pockets, 7.4, seven-point 
something, billion dollars financial might doesn’t make it right coming through. I’m not going 
to be before you long. I just ask you to make the right choice. Some things to think about. 
Something may never happen, but it already is. And as we know, we’ve got stuff in the news, 
buildings collapsing, things are happening, because people, these are all man-made things. 
Man is not paying too much attention or he’s under too much pressure nowadays. From my 
understanding is, that when this was brought before the city of Chesapeake, the information 
about the pressure wasn’t accurate until later on investigated by Norfolk Naval Shipyard. 
Then we found out the amount of pressure that’s going to be going through these pipes. So 
take that into consideration when you make your votes, please. It’s a lot at stake. Children, 
grandchildren, friends, and neighbors. Thank you. 
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