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With longer days and warmer temps everyone is itching to get
outside - or maybe it's just the pollen? While you are out and
about this spring, whether at home, walking your
neighborhood, or visiting a favorite restaurant, there are
simple things you can do to protect local water quality.
Together we can enjoy spring while leaving our rivers and
streams a little bit cleaner. Warmest wishes for a beautiful
spring from all of us on the Bay Star Homes team!

 

Slow Your Flow for Cleaner Waterways
 Urban stormwater runoff is one of the

greatest threats to water quality and the
fastest growing source of pollution to the
Chesapeake Bay. By now, many of our
Bay Star Homes are familiar with using
rain barrels to collect rain water which is
a great start to reducing polluted runoff.
But are you ready to step up your
environmental game? Have you thought
about other ways to slow or reduce your
property's runoff? You should consider
three areas on your property: your green spaces (lawn, trees, and garden), your roof, and the
hardened surfaces around your home like cement walkways and driveways.
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Green spaces. Aerate your soil to increase the amount of water your lawn will soak up.
Choose warm season grasses more suited to Hampton Roads or replace grass with
conservation landscaping. Conservation landscaping includes planting trees and
native shrubs/grasses that are drought tolerant and low maintenance to reduce
erosion and absorb more runoff.

  
Roofs. Even without a rain barrel there are ways to reduce runoff from your roof. If
you have gutters and downspouts a downspout disconnection can help "drain the
rain." The goal of a downspout disconnection is to redirect the water running off your
roof to towards your lawn and garden area instead of down your driveway. You can
also consider adding  downspout planters, a decorative garden planter filled with
gravel, soil and plants. If you do not have downspouts or gutters infiltration projects
like dry wells and French drains can help the soil absorb rainwater runoff from houses.

  
Hardened surfaces. Reducing the amount of hardened surfaces you have is a great
way to reduce stormwater runoff. Consider replacing traditional pavers with pervious
ones that filter water instead of causing it to runoff. You can also replace concrete
driveways and sidewalks with gravel or individual paving stones. Although these are
more involved and expensive projects, reducing hardened surfaces is highly effective
at reducing runoff and pollution removal.

Take the Pledge for Cleaner Water
 
 Did you know that pet waste is one of the leading causes of harmful bacteria in our local

waterways? In addition to being unsightly, pet waste gets washed into nearby lakes, streams
or rivers when it rains and becomes a major source of nitrogen and bacteria pollution. This
excess nitrogen and bacteria is responsible for cloudy, green, foul-smelling water; aquatic
dead zones; declines in local fish and crab populations; and beach closures. Yuck!
The average-sized dog creates a half pound of poop every day. That's a lot of pollution
getting washed into our waters! What can you do to prevent it? It's as easy as 1-2-3:

1. Take the pledge to Scoop the Poop!
2. Scoop it, bag it and trash it each and every time (whether in your own yard or out for a

walk).
3. Share the pledge with others in your community.

Thanks a Ton!
 More than 1,000 volunteers put some

serious muscle into this year's Great
American Cleanup Kickoff, May 3-4,
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hauling nearly 15 tons of litter from
Hampton Roads neighborhoods, streets,
parks, roads and waterways. In addition,
they beautified community gardens,
improved shorelines and planted trees.
 
An annual Keep America Beautiful
initiative, the Great American Cleanup is
the nation's largest community
improvement program designed to end
littering, improve recycling and beautify
America's communities. In Hampton
Roads,  askHRgreen.org partnered with
Keep Virginia Beautiful to coordinate the
two-day cleanup drive that involved local
residents, schools, civic and community
groups, military teams and businesses,
all reporting for duty at organized
project sites throughout the region.
 
We are thrilled with this year's turnout
and grateful to all of these awesome
volunteers who gave their time and
energy to make Hampton Roads a more beautiful place to live. The next big region-wide
cleanup is just around the corner with Clean the Bay Day on Saturday, June 1. Learn how to
get involved with this and other upcoming volunteer opportunities on the askHRgreen.org
event calendar: http://askhrgreen.org/events-happenings/.
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Local Businesses Join the Bay Star Family
 We're excited to announce that we have

had more than 35 businesses take the
pledge to be a Bay Star Business. Like
your pledge to be a Bay Star Home, Bay
Star Businesses have pledged a
commitment to protecting local water
quality with simple, low or no-cost
practices. If you do business with them,
please thank them for doing their part
to keep Hampton Roads waterways
clean.
 
The following local companies have already taken the pledge to do right by the Chesapeake
Bay. Will your company join us? Find out more about these businesses and how to register
your own company as a Bay Star Business partner at askHRgreen.org/BayStarBusiness.
 
 
Agronomic Lawn Management, Inc.
Altor/50
Anheuser Busch Williamsburg Brewery
Atlantic Lift Systems
Capstan Bar Brewing Company
City of Chesapeake Parks, Recreation &
Tourism
Coaster Coffee
Cobb's Marina
Continental Automotive Newport News
Countryside Gardens
CP Lawncare Services
Go Green Electric, Inc.
Green Alternatives
Hampton Roads Planning District
Commission
Keller Williams/DBA MGZ Homes
Lawn Doctor of Virginia Beach
Lawnboss, LLC
Lenegar's Pest & Moisture Services
 

McDonald's - Aberdeen Road
North End Landscapes, Inc.
Ocean View Christian Academy
Omnia Unlimited
Parrish-Point, LLC
Pedersen's Lawn Service
Precision Plumbing and Drain Cleaning
Rics Lawn Care
Ritter Grounds Maintenance
Skydive Suffolk
The Mariners' Museum & Park
The Turf Barber, LLC
Top Guard Security
Understanding Nature Environment Safe
Pest Control/Landscaping
Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center
Virginia Living Museum
Zaremba Center for Estate Planning & Elder
Law
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Bay Star Homes is a program of askHRgreen.org, a region-wide environmental program that
was created to improve public awareness of the benefits of being "green" in Hampton Roads.
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