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To help combat the flames, reinforcements
from New York, Philadelphia and
Washington, DC immediately responded—
but to no avail. Their fire hoses could not
connect to the fire hydrants in Baltimore
because they did not fit the hydrants in
Baltimore. They watched as the flames
spread and destroyed approximately 2,500
buildings and burned for more than 30
hours.

In 1904, a fire broke out in the basement
of the John E. Hurst & Company Building
in Baltimore. The fire leaped from
building to building until it engulfed an
80-block area of the city.

GREAT FIRE OF BALTIMORE

 



Economies of scale (bulk purchases)
Improves quality control
Reduces Waste

REDUCE COSTS  &
INCREASE EFFICIENCY

Increases confidence
Limits repetition

 
SAVES TIME &
FRUSTRATION

 

 

Avoid wrong materials
Avoid measurement conversions

REDUCES ERRORS



Provide uniform construction
standards for improvements in
public rights of way and address
major elements of horizontal
construction.

 
 IN A NUTSHELL, THE

STANDARDS ARE
INTENDED TO:
 
PROVIDE QUALITY
CONSTRUCTION
THROUGHOUT THE
REGION, SIMPLIFY THE
BIDDING AND
CONSTRUCTION
ADMINISTRATION
PROCESS, AND REDUCE
CONSTRUCTION COSTS.
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Drainage



 

 

 

 



 

example - method of making Sanitary Sewer Manhole
Castings watertight

REVISIONS:  NEW PRODUCTS OR CONCERNS

Vendors first
contact individual
localities/agencies

to receive their
acceptance. 

Proposed Revision,
including TRC

specification language,
is submitted to Full

Committee for
concurrence and

inclusion in Regional
Standards.

 
 
 

If there is support among
localities at technical

level, then committee will
develop performance
specification for the

product. 
 
 

Locality requests
that Technical

Review Committee
(TRC) review

product.
 
 
 



Buy-in Experts Administration

Elements of Regional Construction Standards
framework
 

 



 

"Perhaps the most significant accomplishment
that HRUHCA influenced was the creation of The
Hampton Roads Regional Construction
Standards.
 
With each locality using a different set of standards,
and some small localities having none at all, staying
on top of the requirements of each job was often a
monumental task for contractors and design
consultants.
 
As Richard Hartman, former director of public works
and city engineer  for the City of Portsmouth said in
a 1997 interview; 'It was the contractors (HRUHCA)
who started talking about regionalism, and now the
municipalities are starting to listen.'"
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REGIONAL STANDARDS: WHAT'S NEXT?

  

  

Recycling

 

Business Permits &
Licenses

 

16oz soft drinks 

 

Job Applications &

Training


