
MEETING SUMMARY 
askHRgreen.org Environmental Education Committees 

The askHRgreen.org Environmental Education Committees met in October to discuss the 
following ongoing programs and initiatives.  

askHRgreen.org Recycling & Beautification Committee – October 11, November 1 

➢ The Committee will partner with TFC Recycling on a Start Smart, Recycle Right media and
promotional campaign starting November 2022. As part of the campaign, the Committee
distributed a call for artists to create a travelling art installation inspired by waste reduction,
recycling, and the iconic Virginia LOVE signs.

➢ The Committee has begun planning for the 2023 Hampton Roads Great American Cleanup
scheduled for March 24-25.

askHRgreen.org Fats, Oils, & Grease Education Committee – October 18 

➢ The Committee finalized plans to reach out to principals and cafeteria managers at local
schools to encourage kitchen best practices for FOG prevention and regular cleaning of
grease interceptors.

➢ The Committee is developing a plan to transition to a modern learning and certification
platform for the HRFOG.com website. The migration is planned for completion in 2023.

askHRgreen.org Stormwater Education Committee – October 21 

➢ The Committee plans to host rain barrel workshops in spring 2023.

➢ The Committee finalized a new pool maintenance rack card to address illicit discharges from
pool cleaning and draining.

askHRgreen.org Water Awareness Committee – October 27 

➢ The Committee hosted a partnership with local breweries on October 20 for Imagine a Day
Without Water. In total, 17 breweries signed up to participate and received themed reusable
pint glass sleeves to distribute to their customers.

➢ In response to the Lead and Copper Rule Revisions from EPA, the Committee is finalizing a
new public education brochure and video to address the potential for residential lead pipes.
New website content is also under development.
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MEETING SUMMARY 
DIRECTORS OF UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

The Directors of Utilities Committee met via WebEx on August 3, 2022. The following items 
were discussed: 

➢ Mr. Dan Horne, Field Director of the Virginia Department of Health (VDH), Office of
Drinking Water, reviewed the Environmental Protection Agency’s Strategic PFAS
Roadmap, including the new and revised published PFAS health advisories. VDH
recommends that Utilities continue PFAS monitoring and initiate public awareness
campaigns where PFAS is detected.  Mr. Horne indicated Virginia is likely to receive
$12.5M per year through 2026 to address concerns about PFAS and other drinking water
contaminants of emerging concern.  Directors discussed the idea of a regional granular
activated carbon regeneration facility as utilities are expected to need continuous supply
of the material for contaminant removal treatment processes.

➢ Whitney Katchmark and Katie Cullipher, HRPDC, reviewed proposed FY24 budgets for
the regional drinking water and wastewater programs.

➢ Ms. Cullipher, HRPDC, presented a draft informational brochure for public outreach on
the revised Lead and Copper Rule for drinking water.
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MEETING SUMMARY 
DIRECTORS OF UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

The Directors of Utilities Committee met in Chesapeake on October 5, 2022. The following 
items were discussed: 

➢ Mr. Ryan Radspinner, HRSD, reviewed the draft Regional Wet Weather Capacity policy.
This policy aims to develop and implement action plans to address wastewater collection
system capacity limitations.  Directors endorsed the policy which went to HRSD’s
commission for approval on October 25.

➢ Mr. Jay Bernas, HRSD, described progress contracting with HDR to evaluate feasibility of
constructing regional regeneration facilities for granular activated carbon (GAC) on the
southside and peninsula to accept, process and distribute regenerated GAC to utilities in
Hampton Roads.  HDR is reaching out to utilities for information for this study.

➢ Mr. Chris Nelson, eMinus LLC and Ms. Amelia DaCruz, Avanti Corporation, provided a
technical presentation on a Department of Defense pilot project for on-site remediation
of soil and groundwater contaminated with PFAS.

➢ Ms. Cullipher, HRPDC, reviewed Help to Others (H2O) program fundraising results for
FY22, amounting to $92,830.
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MEETING SUMMARY 
DIRECTORS OF UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

The Directors of Utilities Committee met via WebEx on November 2, 2022. The following 
items were discussed: 

➢ Whitney Katchmark, HRPDC, reviewed protection strategies in the regional Source Water
Protection Plan, discussed goals to update and expand data included in the inventory of
potential sources of contamination, and shared the HRPDC intends to develop and
conduct training on use of the source water protection mapping tool to emergency
managers and other water resource stakeholders in the region.

➢ Ms. Katchmark, HRPDC, reviewed details for the Low-Income Household Water
Assistance Program (LIHWAP) and directors shared the status of their utility’s
participation

➢ Ms. Jill Morrison, HRSD, presented a review of HRSD’s role and historical experience
collecting online donations for the Help To Others (H2O) program.  Katie Cullipher,
HRPDC continued the discussion around building a brand awareness campaign.
Directors approved the creation of an H2O workgroup to take up the charge to expand
program awareness and fundraising efforts.
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MEETING SUMMARY 
REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

The Regional Environmental Committee met on November 3, 2022. The following items 
were discussed. 

➢ Dr. John C. Finn, Christopher Newport University, gave a presentation to the Committee
on the socio-environmental impacts of racial segregation and discriminatory housing
practices.

➢ Professor W. Lee Daniels, Virginia Tech, gave a presentation to the Committee on the
impacts to soil productivity from large-scale solar facilities and potential remediation
measures.

➢ Mr. Steve Raabe, OpinionWorks, gave a presentation to the Committee on a recent
statewide survey on perceptions and attitudes of Virginia voters about plastic pollution.

➢ Ms. Kathie Angle, Newport News Engineering Department, gave a presentation to the
Committee on the city’s Flood Assistance Program.

➢ Several localities and stakeholders provided updates on local efforts.
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