
MEETING SUMMARY 
DIRECTORS OF UTILITIES COMMITTEE  

 
 
The Directors of Utilities Committee met on February 7, 2018. The following items were 
discussed: 
 
 The HRPDC staff briefed the Committee on the new tools and functionality provided by 

the recently redesigned askHRgreen.org website. The website is now mobile responsive 
and more engaging, with large graphics and wide use of iconography to improve the 
user experience. Significant improvements were made to allow content categorization, 
tagging, and content filters. 
 

 The Committee discussed the proposed draft revisions to amend the 2014 
Memorandum of Agreement between HRSD and the localities to coordinate with the 
Integrated Plan/Regional Wet Weather Management Plan (IP/RWWMP) submitted to 
the EPA on September 29, 2017. During the discussion, it was emphasized that all 
signatory parties to the MOA must adopt the same amendment; localities will not be 
able to customize the language in the document. The Committee agreed to send HRSD 
final comments on the draft amendment on or before March 7, 2018 for discussion at 
the March Committee meeting. The Committee agreed that July 1, 2018 will be the 
target deadline for councils/boards to approve the amendment. 
 

 Regarding the affordability of city services, the HRPDC staff summarized regional data 
on monthly costs updated with FY18 rates. The Committee will continue the discussion 
at the March 7, 2018 meeting and provide input for a future update to the HRPDC Chief 
Administrative Officers Committee. 
 

 Toward completion of the Regional Water Supply Plan update due in November 2018 
and in light of the recently issued groundwater withdrawal permits for municipal water 
utilities, the HRPDC staff is comparing water supply and demand for the region. The 
Committee members who received new groundwater withdrawal permits discussed the 
impacts of the new permits and operational conditions. 
 

 The Committee participated in a brief roundtable discussion on legislative priorities for 
the 2018 General Assembly session. The status of HB211, HB771, and HB1186 were 
noted. 

 
 Under other business, the Committee discussed the addition of Surry County to the 

HRSD territory and the need for a vote by the Help 2 Others Program Board of Directors 
to add the County to the regional assistance program. Staff also requested Committee 
suggestions to improve the Water Resources pages of the HRPDC website. 
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