HAMPTON ROADS
PLANNING DISTRICT COMMISSION
MEETING
February 16, 2017
12:30 PM
(Please note new meeting time)
The Regional Building
723 Woodlake Drive, Chesapeake
1.

Call to Order

2.

Approval/Modification of Agenda

3.

Submitted Public Comments

4.

There were no submitted public comments since the last HRPDC meeting. Any
new written public comments received after the preparation of this agenda will be
distributed as a handout at the meeting.

5.

Members of the public are invited to address the Hampton Roads Planning District
Commission. Each speaker is limited to three minutes.

6.

Consent Agenda (Attachment 6)

Public Comment Period

Executive Director’s Report – Bob Crum (Attachment 5)

a.

Meeting Minutes – January 19, 2017 Commission Meeting

b.

Treasurer’s Report of December 2016

c.

Transcribed Public Comments – January 19, 2017 Commission Meeting

d.

EPA Financial Advisory Board Appointment (Attachment 6d)
The Environmental Financial Advisory Board was chartered in 1989 under
the Federal Advisory Committee Act to provide advice and recommendations
to EPA on the following issues: reducing the cost of financing environmental
facilities and discouraging polluting behavior; creating incentives to increase
private investment in the provision of environmental services and removing
or reducing constraints on private involvement imposed by current
regulations; developing new and innovative environmental financing
approaches and supporting and encouraging the use of cost-effective existing
approaches;
identifying
approaches
specifically
targeted
to
small/disadvantaged community financing; increasing the capacity of state
and local governments to carry out their respective environmental programs

under current Federal tax laws; analyzing how new technologies can be
brought to market expeditiously; and increasing the total investment in
environmental protection of public and private environmental resources to
help ease the environmental financing challenges facing our nation.
The HRPDC Directors of Utilities Committee discussed the EPA Financial
Advisory Board’s mission and concluded that it would be beneficial to
nominate a representative from Hampton Roads. Committee members
supported the nomination of Ted Henifin, General Manager of HRSD, to the
Board.
Staff recommends the Executive Director’s nomination of Ted Henifin, HRSD,
to the EPA Financial Advisory Board.

e. Joint Land Use Study

A Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) is a community-driven, cooperative, strategic
planning process between local and state governments and military facilities.
The goal of JLUS projects is to encourage local governments to work closely
with military installations to develop and implement measures that prevent
the introduction of incompatible civilian development that may impair the
continued operational utility of military facilities. At the same time, these
studies aim to help preserve and protect the public health, safety, and
welfare of those living near an active military installation. Previous JLUS
projects in Hampton Roads have covered airfields in Chesapeake, Hampton,
Norfolk, and Virginia Beach.

The HRPDC is serving as the project sponsor and manager for a JLUS with the
cities of Chesapeake and Portsmouth. At the invitation of the Office of
Economic Adjustment (OEA), the HRPDC submitted an application in
February for a JLUS to address the potential impacts of flooding and sea level
rise on Navy operations and readiness. The OEA is currently considering a
grant to the HRPDC for this project, and the staff intends to manage the
process for soliciting and selecting proposals from qualified firms. The
HRPDC staff anticipates selecting a firm to complete the JLUS in March 2017
and awarding a contract to begin work on April 1, 2017. The required match
of 10% will be met using in-kind staff support from the HRPDC and
participating cities. In-kind match from the HRPDC will amount to
approximately $29,300. The anticipated completion date for the project is
February 28, 2019.
Staff recommends authorizing the Executive Director to award a contract to a
consultant agreed upon by the HRPDC staff and the cities of Chesapeake and
Portsmouth for an amount not to exceed grant funding awarded by the Office
of Economic Adjustment for this project.
Action Requested: The HRPDC should take action to approve the
February 16, 2017 Consent Agenda.
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7.

Virginia Working Waterfronts – Ben McFarlane, HRPDC Senior Regional
Planner (Attachment 7)
The Virginia Working Waterfronts Master Plan is the result of several years of
collaboration by the Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program, Virginia Institute
of Marine Science, Accomack-Northampton PDC, Hampton Roads PDC, Middle
Peninsula PDC, Northern Neck PDC, and stakeholders. The plan is intended to help
guide the Commonwealth and coastal communities in identifying, protecting,
restoring, and enhancing water-dependent commercial and recreational activities.
The plan inventories existing working waterfronts, identifies challenges and
threats, and outlines a series of recommendations for all levels of government and
the private sector to consider.
A two-page summary of the Plan is available at:
http://www.hrpdcva.gov/uploads/docs/7B_Attachment_Working%20Waterfront
%20Summary%20Handout.pdf

The full Plan is available at:
http://www.hrpdcva.gov/uploads/docs/7A_Attachment_Virginia%20Working%2
0Waterfront%20Master%20Plan.pdf

The HRPDC staff has reviewed this plan and a resolution of support for the plan
has been drafted for consideration by local governments and planning district
commissions.
Action Requested: Staff recommends that the HRPDC approve the enclosed
resolution accepting the Virginia Working Waterfronts Master Plan as a
policy document to help preserve or encourage the redevelopment of
working waterfronts throughout coastal Virginia.

8.

Environmental Action Awards
askHRgreen.org is a public awareness program of the 17 cities and counties of
Hampton Roads and HRSD administered through the Hampton Roads Planning
District Commission. Work on the initiative began in July 2010 as the
askHRgreen.org Executive Committee started to consolidate individual
environmental education programs begun by HRPDC’s HR CLEAN, HR FOG, HR
STORM and HR WET committees into one comprehensive regional awareness
campaign. Today, askHRgreen.org is an award-winning brand and a model for
regional cooperation for environmental outreach.

In addition to providing tips for sustainable living, askHRgreen.org encourages
environmental stewardship among all residents in the region. The Environmental
Action Awards recognize individuals and/or groups who have gone above and
beyond to make a positive and lasting environmental impact in their
communities. HRPDC staff will make a presentation to the 2017 award recipients.
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9.

General Assembly/Legislative Update –Robert Crum, Executive Director
(Attachment 9)
HRPDC staff is monitoring several bills introduced during the 2017 General
Assembly Session. The session began on January 11, 2017 and will adjourn on
February 25, 2017. A summary tracking table of proposed legislation dated February
6, 2017 is attached. The HRPDC also represents the region on federal legislative
issues. Attached for the Commission’s review are the following:

•
•

10.

Letter from the Hampton Roads Mayors and Chairs to the region’s
Congressional Delegation asking for support in the redesignation of Hampton
Roads as a UASI region.
Letter from the region’s CAOs to FEMA

Bob Crum, HRPDC Executive Director, will provide an update on the Session and
other related legislative matters.

Three Month Tentative Schedule
March 2017
No meeting

April 2017
Opportunity, Inc. Update
Virginia Shipbuilders

11.

May 2017
Budget and Work Program
Solid Waste Plan Update
Envision Hampton Roads

12.

A summary of HRPDC Advisory Committee meetings that were held since the last
HRPDC Meeting is attached for review.

Advisory Committee Summaries (Attachment 11)

For Your Information (Attachment 12)

The following items are attached for information purposes:
•
•

Letter from Gloucester County reappointing Mr. Phillip Bazzani to the
Hampton Roads Planning District Commission.
Letter from the City of Newport News appointing Ms. Sharon Scott to the
Hampton Roads Planning District Commission.

13.

Old/New Business

14.

Adjournment
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Ella P. Ward, Chair
Michael J. Hipple, Vice-Chair

TO:

HRPDC/HRTPO Board Members

FROM:

Robert Crum, Executive Director

RE:

Executive Director’s February 2017 Report

Linda T. Johnson, Chair
Thomas G. Shepperd, Jr., Vice-Chair

A brief summary of ongoing work activities is presented below for review by
HRPDC/HRTPO Board members.
At its January 19 meeting, the HRPDC approved three additions to its 2017 legislative
agenda to address coastal resiliency:
•
•
•

Support the appropriation of funds for the Virginia Shoreline Resiliency Fund

Support the appropriation of funds to match federal funding for U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers 3x3x3 studies
Support the creation of a standalone Virginia Chief Resiliency Officer

A summary sheet providing background information on these regional coastal resiliency
legislative priorities is attached. The Executive Director attended the January 26 meeting
of the Hampton Roads Caucus to present information on these coastal resiliency priorities.
The Executive Director also attended meetings of the Hampton Roads Caucus at the
General Assembly Building in Richmond on January 12 and February 2 to continue to brief
our regional delegation on the legislative priorities of the HRPDC and HRTPO.

HRPDC staff is working with the United Way of South Hampton Roads to coordinate efforts
on a regional dashboard/indicators project. This regional dashboard, developed by the
United Way, will allow the region to track progress around the regional priorities identified
in Envision Hampton Roads. The HRPDC and United Way staffs are coordinating a meeting
of regional partner organizations on February 17 to introduce the regional dashboard and
promote the exchange of information among regional organizations.
The regional Chief Administrative Officer’s (CAO) Committee held a ½ day retreat February
1 at the Virginia Modeling and Simulation Center (VMASC) in Suffolk. Topics of discussion
included the following:
•

Sharing of best practices related to public safety and crime prevention and a
discussion of potential opportunities for regional collaboration
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•
•
•
•

Review of regional broadband opportunities

A briefing by the HRTAC Executive Director and discussion of the Hampton
Roads Transportation Fund
Review of legislative items from the General Assembly

Discussion of the FEMA review of the City of Hampton’s floodplain program and
development of a regionally coordinated strategy to request a briefing by FEMA
officials before the CAO Committee and the HRPDC.

HRPDC staff attended a meeting with City of Hampton staff on January 31 to discuss
continued concerns regarding FEMA’s interpretation of policy related to the review and
permitting of small projects and cosmetic improvements within special flood hazard areas.
The region’s CAO Committee has agreed to send a letter to FEMA representatives
requesting that they attend the March 1 meeting of the CAO Committee and the April 20
meeting of the HRPDC to share information on this issue. Since this issue is of regional
significance, the CAOs are requesting that FEMA representatives attend these two meetings
prior to the issuance of national guidance so that the topic can be fully discussed and vetted
by our member jurisdictions.
The Executive Director provided a presentation to the Future of Hampton Roads on
January 18 on the regional legislative agenda and the status of regional transportation
priority projects.
On January 20, the HRTPO staff attended a meeting with CAOs from Southampton County
and the cities of Franklin and Suffolk to begin discussions on a strategy for advancing a
study of the Route 58 Corridor. HRTPO staff is working to obtain the services of a VDOT
on-call consultant to conduct this study, with project management to be provided by the
HRTPO. A working committee consisting of representatives from the three jurisdictions,
and HRTPO and HRTAC staff will be convened in the next month to begin preparations for
this study.

The HRTPO staff continues to work with locality staffs to identify and evaluate
opportunities for extending the Virginia Capital Trail into the Hampton Roads region.
Options are under consideration for potential routes connecting through both the
Peninsula and Southside. HRTPO staff attended a meeting with the National Park Service
on January 26 to discuss this effort.
The Executive Director attended the Virginia Association of Planning District Commissions
(VAPDC) Winter Meeting in Richmond, which included participation in the Virginia
Association of Counties legislative meeting.
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HRTPO staff met with the HRTAC Executive Director and representatives of VDOT to begin
discussions on the preparation of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the
advancement of the study of the remaining segments from the Hampton Roads Crossing
Study Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. This initial meeting was the first
step in the process which will include the engagement of the impacted local jurisdictions.
On February 7, HRTPO staff attended a meeting at the Virginia Port Authority with the
HRTAC Executive Director and representatives of Old Dominion University to discuss portrelated transportation planning activities.

The Executive Director provided a presentation on the work of the HRPDC and HRTPO to
the Board of the Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce on February 8.
The Executive Director provided a presentation summarizing the status of the region’s
priority transportation projects to a Continuing Education Class on February 9.

The HRPDC staff worked over the past three weeks to collect signatures from the chief
elected officials of all 17 Hampton Roads jurisdictions to affix to a letter asking the Federal
government to reinstate the region’s Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) designation.
Staff has coordinated efforts with Hampton Roads Military and Federal Facilities Alliance
(HRMFFA) Executive Director Craig Quigley to deliver these letters to the region’s
congressional delegation.
The Executive Director continues to serve on the Reinvent Hampton Roads Board and
participate in discussions related to the GO Virginia initiative.

HRTPO staff met with representatives of Old Dominion University to discuss the Smart and
Connected Communities program.
The HRPDC staff continues to advance efforts for two joint land use studies (JLUS) focusing
on sea level rise. The first study, involving the cities of Norfolk and Virginia Beach and the
military installations in these jurisdictions, will kick off in February. AECOM has been
selected to provide consultant services for this JLUS with project management provided by
the HRPDC staff. The first policy committee meeting which will include representatives
from the host jurisdictions and military partners, will be held in February. A second JLUS
focusing on similar issues for the cities of Chesapeake and Portsmouth will also be
managed by the HRPDC.

The Executive Director provided an updated report to the HRPDC/HRTPO Personnel and
Budget Committee to address questions regarding a request to provide funding to the
Roanoke River Basin Association (RRBA). A meeting of the Personnel and Budget
Committee will be scheduled to review this updated report.
The HRTPO/HRTAC staff continues to assist HRTAC with financial management, website
support and human resource activities.
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HRPDC staff continues to provide financial management support to the Hampton Roads
Military and Federal Facilities Alliance.
The Executive Director and HRPDC Deputy Executive Director met with the Isle of Wight
County Administrator on February 6 to discuss upcoming projects and initiatives.
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2017

Legislative Priorities
Addendum
Support the creation of a stand-alone Virginia
Chief Resiliency Officer
The HRPDC supports creating a stand-alone position
that would allow this appointed individual to focus
exclusively on coordinating local, state, and federal
efforts on coastal
resiliency.

Support the appropriation
of funds to match federal
funding for U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers 3x3x3 studies
The HRPDC supports the
appropriation of matching funding
for U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
3x3x3 studies.

Support the appropriation of funds for the
Virginia Shoreline Resiliency Fund (VSRF)
The HRPDC supports the funding of the Virginia
Shoreline Resiliency Fund that was created during the
2016 session, but received no appropriations. The VSRF is
a state fund that local governments can use to establish
low-interest loan programs for residents and businesses
to mitigate flooding.

3x3x3 studies are an important
and necessary step in receiving
federal funding through the
Corps for flood mitigation and
other resiliency projects. Funding
for these projects is capped at $3
million, half of which is federal
and half of which is provided by
non-federal partners. Funding
would be requested from the
state to cover at least part of the
required $1.5 million in nonfederal matching funds for each
study.

Robert Crum, Executive Director, HRPDC
757-420-8300 • The Regional Building, 723 Woodlake Dr. • Chesapeake, VA 23320 • rcrum@hrpdcva.gov
Attachment
www.hrpdcva.gov
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Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
Summary Minutes of January 19, 2017
The January 19, 2017 Meeting of the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission was
called to order by the Chair at 12:30 p.m. in the Regional Boardroom, 723 Woodlake Drive,
Chesapeake, Virginia, with the following in attendance:

Commissioners in Attendance

Dr. Ella P. Ward, Chair (CH)
Michael Hipple, Vice Chair (JC)
Randy Martin, Treasurer (FR)
James Baker (CH)
Debbie Ritter (CH)
Barry Cheatham (FR)
J. Brent Fedors (GL)*
Randy Keaton (IW)
Rex Alphin (IW)*
Bryan Hill (JC)
McKinley Price (NN)*
Jim Bourey (NN)
Mamie B. Johnson (NO)*
Andria McClellan (NO)*
David Hux (PQ)
J. Randall Wheeler (PQ)
Commissioners Absent:
Lonnie Craig (CH)
Phillip Bazzanni (GL)
Mary Bunting (HA)
Donnie Tuck (HA)
James Gray (HA)
Sharon P. Scott (NN)

Executive Director:
Robert A. Crum, Jr.

John Rowe (PO)
Dr. Lydia Pettis Patton (PO)
Michael Johnson (SH)*
Barry Porter (SH)*
Peter Stephenson (SM)
Patrick Roberts (SU)
John Seward (SY)
Tyrone Franklin (SY)
Robert Dyer (VB)*
Louis R. Jones (VB)
Dave Hansen (VB)
Barbara Henley (VB)*
Marvin Collins (WM)
Paul Freiling (WM)
Neil Morgan (YK)
Thomas Shepperd (YK)
Kenneth Alexander (NO)
Doug Smith (NO)
Thomas Smigiel (NO)
T. Carter Williams (SM)
Linda Johnson (SU)
John Moss (VB)
John Uhrin (VB)

*Late arrival or early departure.
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Others Recorded Attending:

Brian DeProfio (HA); Brian Stilley (NN); Jeff Raliski, Wynter Benda (NO); Robert Baldwin
(PO); Dannan O’Connell (PQ); Randolph Cook (SH); Shelia Noll (York); Germaine Fleet
(Biggs and Fleet); Robert Bowen (Norfolk Airport Authority); Mark Geduldig-Yatrofsky
(Portsmouth City Watch); Diane Kaufman (Senator Tim Kaine); Ellis W. James (Sierra
Club); Eric Stringfield (VDOT); Kelly Harris-Braxton (Virginia First Cities Coalition);
Citizens: Frank Papcin, Donna Sayegh, Felecia Shearin; Staff: Keith Cannady, Kelli Arledge,
Shernita Bethea, Rebekah Eastep, KC Filippino, Andrea Gayer, Greg Grootendorst, anetta
Jankosky, Whitney Katchmark, Sara Kidd, Sharon Lawrence, Mike Long, Jai McBride, Ben
McFarlane, Camelia Ravenbakht, John Sadler, Jill Sunderland, Chris Vaigneur.
Approval/Modification of Agenda

Chair Ward requested modifications or additions to the agenda. Hearing none
Commissioner Michael Hipple Moved to approve the agenda; seconded by Commissioner
Thomas Shepperd. The Motion Carried.
Acknowledgments

Chair Ward welcomed new Commissioners John Rowe, David Hux, Sharon Scott, and Doug
Smith to the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission (HRPDC).
Submitted Public Comments

Commissioners Robert Dyer, Mamie Johnson, Andria McClellan arrive
Mr. Robert Crum, HRPDC/HRTPO Executive Director, indicated there were no Submitted
Public Comments and asked to proceed to the Public Comment period.
Public Comment

Mr. Ellis James addressed issues pertaining to the recent nominees put forth by the new
administration for the departments of Energy and Housing and Urban Development. He
also expressed concerns over the administration’s attacks on EPA, and the potential
impacts deregulation of current EPA policies could have on Hampton Roads.

Ms. Donna Sayegh addressed the budget amendments approved by the HRPDC and HRTPO
for FY2017. She expressed concern that the approval of the budget amendments was
without the public’s consent.
Ms. Felecia Shearin expressed concern with the housing issues in the City of Norfolk. She
informed the Commission of how difficult it is to apply for housing and the length of time
one must remain on the waiting list once approved for that housing.
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Executive Director’s Report
Mr. Crum reported that the Hampton Roads Caucus will continue to meet at 8:00 a.m. every
Thursday morning in Richmond during the General Assembly session. At their last meeting,
he provided the Caucus an overview of both the HRPDC and HRTPO legislative agendas. He
also briefed the Commission on a request submitted to the chief elected officials regarding
the Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) program. In the past Hampton Roads received
$35 million in funding; however, it is not receiving any federal funding today.

Mr. Crum introduced Ms. Jane Bennett as the local representative for the American Cancer
Society. Ms. Bennett informed the Commission about the National Colon Cancer
Roundtable. She stated that the American Cancer Society is partnering with the Center for
Disease Control (CDC) to substantially reduce colorectal cancer. The goal is to increase the
number of people over the age of 50 being screened for colon cancer by the year 2018. The
event will take place at Dominion Enterprise in the City of Norfolk. Colon cancer is a major
public health problem, but it is treatable if detected early. However, it is the second leading
cause of death in women and men. Virginia is a hot spot for colorectal cancer, and the
American Cancer Society has been working with four other health systems including,
Virginia Department of Health (VDH), and Eastern Virginia Medical School (EVMS) to
improve access to healthcare, reduce barriers, and educate the public.
Approval of Consent Items

Mr. Crum highlighted the following items in the Consent Agenda for approval:

A. Meeting Minutes – November 17, 2016 Executive Committee Meeting
B. Treasurer’s Report
C. Transcribed Public Comments – November 17, 2016 Executive Committee
Meeting

Mr. Crum briefly spoke on the Regional Proclamation which is a Consensus from the
Hampton Roads region requesting the assistance of State and Federal Governments to
secure funding for the completion of critical infrastructure to support the Hampton Roads
economy. He asked the Commissioners to consider signing onto the proclamation. The
following regional organizations have approved the Regional Proclamation:








Hampton Roads Military and Federal Facilities Alliance (HRMFFA)
Hampton Roads Economic Development Alliance (HREDA)
Virginia Peninsula Chamber of Commerce
Virginia Shipbuilders Association
Reinvent Hampton Roads
Opportunity, Inc.
The Peninsula Council for Workforce Development
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Mr. Crum introduced HRPDC’s Deputy Executive Director, Keith Cannady, to the
Commissioners by giving them a brief overview of his experience within the Hampton
Roads region. He informed the board of the working relationship between the HRPDC and
Senior Services of Southeastern Virginia, and recommended the Commission appoint Keith
Cannady to serve on their board.
Chair Ward called for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda including the
recommendation for Keith Cannady, to serve on Senior Services of Virginia Board of
Directors. Commissioner Tyrone Franklin Moved to approve the Consent Agenda;
seconded by Commissioner Louis Jones. The Motion Carried.
Regional Poverty Forum Debrief/Virginia First Cities

Mr. Crum briefed the Commission on the anti-poverty forum hosted by the HRPDC on
November 21, 2016. He gave an overview of the presentation made by Purpose Built
Communities during the forum. Some of the key points he presented were:





There are 43.1 million Americans living in poverty
16.1 million children live in poverty – 1 in 4 American children
50 % of poor children live in areas defined as concentrated poverty
86% of 3rd graders living in concentrated poverty read below grade level

He also gave a brief overview of the economic impacts of childhood poverty. He presented a
video showing how Purpose Built Communities was able to address poverty within a
concentrated area in Atlanta. Mr. Crum discussed the key players involved and informed
the Commissioners how the project attracted over $4 million in additional private
investments within the neighborhood.
Ms. Shernita Bethea stated that reenergizing communities and making them more viable is
possible. She also stated that Purpose Built Communities uses a holistic approach to make
it successful. Ms. Bethea reviewed suggestions by attendees on how to address the issues
from a regional perspective. Some of the ideas presented were:







Creation of a regional one-stop database of programs and services
Job creation and skills development
Continuity between public and private sector businesses
Break down silos between service areas
Improve transportation options
Strengthening public school education

Chair Ward stated that in order for Hampton Roads to prosper, education and training need
to be addressed. The Commission needs to work together to ensure that all students learn.
She also stated that there are jurisdictions that do not have extreme poverty, but are in
need of programs such as early childhood education in their local communities.
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Commissioner Andria McClellan recommended creating a regional housing database. She
asked if the Commission could start with an assessment of what each municipality is doing.
Mr. Crum stated that a database is necessary in order to connect the public and private
sectors.

Commissioner McKinley Price stated that the City of Newport News received a $500,000
grant towards neighborhood initiatives. If that program is successful, then Newport News
will receive $30 million. He stated he would like to offer this resource of information as the
Commission goes through the planning process.
Commissioner Rex Alphin stated that this is a complicated issue with several variables. He
asked if the nuclear family and the role it plays in a child’s life is addressed. Chair Ward
agreed that the family does play a key role.

Commissioner Lydia Patton stated that some of the comments made today are some of the
same questions that were asked in October when the CAOs met with the Police Chiefs. She
suggested taking a portion of the issues they are aware of and collectively working on those
issues across the region.

Commissioner Randy Wheeler stated that he attended the forum, and the information
exceeded his expectations. He also stated that what made the project successful in Atlanta
was the non-profit not being funded by the government and the project eventually
becoming a foundation not controlled or funded by the government. He suggested getting a
clear understanding of how to provide resources and training to community groups,
resident associations and church communities that want to take on the primary role; and,
to guide them in beginning their leadership rather than inviting them to become a part of a
government led effort.

Mr. Wynter Bender stated that the City of Norfolk has a Poverty Commission and suggested
visiting their website to view presentations on their work.

Commissioner Dave Hansen stated that he took away three things from the poverty forum.
(1) It was the fortitude of the community leaders coming together and taking charge of
their own neighborhoods. They had a benefactor that enabled them to provide private
funding to get things done. (2) There certainly was a piece of government involved such as
police who dealt with drug dealers, and there was a very strong housing authority in place
that was able to have the authority of the government, and the commitment of the
leadership to follow through. (3) Public transportation.

Commissioner Hansen stated that Section 8 housing in the City of Virginia Beach has a
backlog. Collaboratively as leaders, both from management and elected officials, there is a
need to get a hold of the issues which are different from city to city. He appreciated the
HRPDC for taking leadership on the issue.
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Commissioner Debbie Ritter stated that she was interested in the video where it talked
about the charter school, and asked if there will be a consideration to talk about education,
and how it is delivered to children. She stated that in the past there were a lot of failures in
charter schools, but if there are models of success, perhaps school boards should be invited
to the discussion. She also suggested putting an emphasis on trade and vocational
education. She stated that watching entire classes of vocational education go unfulfilled, it
would seem like this should be an area of focus.
Mr. Crum stated that the CAOs will be hosting their retreat in February, and one of the
issues they will be discussing is public safety and how to deal with issues of poverty. He
stated that he will take all of the input from the Commission meeting and strategize with
Commissioner Jim Bourey, the chair of the CAO Committee, and bring some ideas back to
the Commission.
Virginia First Cities Community Wealth Building Fund (CWBF)

Mr. Crum introduced Ms. Kelly Harris-Braxton, the Executive Director of Virginia First
Cities, to present legislative requests. He stated that it is important to present this
information to the Commission in order for them to determine if they would support this
proposal.

Ms. Braxton introduced Virginia First Cities Coalition to the Commission stating that they
are an organization that works on the state level to advocate for the cities of Hampton,
Newport News, Norfolk, and Portsmouth that face similar issues of poverty and economic
development. Some of the key concepts that Virginia First Cities focuses on are: at risk
education, urban economic development, public safety, criminal justice, and transportation.
She briefed the Commission on the Community Wealth Building Fund (CWBF), stating that
it provides a mechanism for local governments to break the cycle of intractable poverty.
The fund was created to help leverage local dollars. If any particular locality has a level of at
least 18% poverty, or a census tract that has 25% poverty, they can apply for funding. Ms.
Braxton presented an overview of the CWBF:
 Will use $10 million in FY 2018 from federal Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) block grant funds
 Allocated to qualifying local programs ($2 million per locality maximum) through an
MOU with the State Department of Social Services
 Local match requirement of at least 25%, including in-kind services
 Localities will be expected to articulate year-by-year program metrics, people
served, and explain how three to five year improvement targets connect with
longer-term community goals

Ms. Braxton informed the Commission of the Hampton Roads General Assembly
Delegation’s involvement and support of the program, and presented an overview of ways
that each locality can help:
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 Contact Hampton Roads General Assembly Delegation to let them know of your
support
 Specifically thank Senator Tommy Norment (Patron)
 Let the following know of your support for this budget amendment: Del. Chris Jones,
Del. Barry Knight, Del. Chris Stolle, Del. Daun Hester, Del. Matthew James, Sen.
Louise Lucas, Sen. Frank Wagner

Vice Chair Hipple stated there is poverty in all jurisdictions, and for counties, poverty is
spread out geographically unlike cities where it is more concentrated. He asked how
counties fare in this initiative, and suggested making the program broader so that delegates
and senators will know that this is a regional priority. Ms. Braxton stated that the program
is not just limited to cities. If a locality meets the guidelines that are set, then they can apply
as well.
Commissioner Andrea McClellan asked if the state is doing more than facilitating the
program such as making contributions. Ms. Braxton stated that the funds will come from
the TANF funds that are at the state level. That is the general fund that will be transferred
from federal funds to localities once they apply.

Commissioner Mamie Johnson informed the Commission of her service on the Executive
Board of Virginia First Cities, and stated that a main focus is to find a way to come together
to reach out to other localities in order to represent the entire region. Understanding that
there is regional poverty that needs to be addressed, she suggested that this initiative be
presented as a region in order to continue to reach out to legislators so that counties like
James City will receive help.

Commissioner Randy Martin stated that the plan would be more effective if the HRPDC
presented a letter of advocacy to the legislative board in support of the program. Chair
Ward stated that was a good suggestion and that the idea will be taken into consideration.

Commissioner Barbara Henley departs

FY 2017 Regional Economic Forecast
Mr. Greg Grootendorst briefed the Commission on the current economic landscape. He
compared the national indicators to Hampton Roads in order to determine how well the
region is doing, and stated that the nation has seen positive changes over the past few
years. He briefed the Commission on the past recession and stated that Hampton Roads is
struggling more than the state and the nation. However, there has been positive growth in
health care, federal government, leisure and hospitality. Mr. Grootendorst stated that initial
unemployment claims are a leading economic indicator and Hampton Roads’
unemployment rate is now slightly above the national level . He also expressed concerns
about a decline in the region’s labor force, as it has contracted while employment remained
stagnant. A recovery in the employment-to-population ratio would be beneficial to the
region, as that ratio has declined significantly from 2007. In regards to housing, home
HRPDC Summary Minutes – January 19, 2017 - Page 7
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values across the region experienced depreciation from 2008 to 2013. Since that time,
there has been relatively slow growth, and we likely will continue to see slow growth in the
coming years. Foreclosures have declined, and if that continues, it will ease the downward
pressure on housing prices. He also stated that there has been no significant change to
single family building permits in the past few years.
Mr. Grootendorst gave a brief overview on retail sales stating that the region has been
underperforming since 2007-2008, but the auto/truck industry sales have experienced
continued increases for seven straight years. Mr. Grootendorst presented charts and graphs
to the Commission on economic diversity, and presented an overview of the decline in
military personnel and defense contracts. He explained how sequestration significantly
decreased federal DoD expenditures.

Mr. Grootendorst then went on to deliver the 2017 economic forecast for Hampton Roads.
There is an expectation for continued growth in the national economy which will have a
positive effect on Hampton Roads. The Hampton Roads economy will grow, but at a slower
pace than national growth. He expects to see a modest increase in civilian employment, a
small uptick in the unemployment rate, moderate growth in retail sales, and a slight
increase in the value of single-family building permits. After seven years of growth, a slight
decline is expected for the auto/truck industry. Mr. Grootendorst concluded his
presentation by offering to answer any questions that the Commission might have.
Commissioners Brent Fedors, Rex Alphin, McKinley Price, Mamie Johnson, and Barry Porter
depart
Coastal Resiliency Committee Recommended Legislative Priorities
Mr. Ben McFarlane briefed the Commission on the recommendations of the Coastal
Resiliency Committee on potential resiliency initiatives to be added to the regional
legislative agenda. The Coastal Resiliency Committee was created in March 2014 to develop
recommendations related to recurrent flooding and sea level rise adaptation and mitigation
by local governments; to advocate for support and action by the state and federal
governments; and to serve as the primary regional contact to coordinate efforts with
federal agencies and academic institutions.
In December of 2016, the Coastal Resiliency Committee recommended the Commission
support three items for the current General Assembly session:
1. Support the appropriation of funds for the Virginia Shoreline Resiliency Fund
2. Support the appropriation of funds to match federal funding for U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers 3x3x3 studies
3. Support the creation of a standalone Virginia Chief Resiliency Officer
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Mr. McFarlane presented a brief overview of each recommendation, and requested the
Commission’s approval to add the three priorities to the current regional legislative
agenda.

Chair Ward called for a motion to approve the addition of the three priorities to the
regional legislative agenda. Commissioner Wheeler Moved to accept the item; seconded by
Commissioner Barry Porter. The Motion Carried.
HRPDC Three Month Tentative Schedule

Mr. Crum noted the three month tentative schedule.
Advisory Committee Summaries

Mr. Crum highlighted the Advisory Committee Summaries section of the agenda.

For Your Information

Mr. Crum noted a letter from the HRPDC member jurisdictions regarding a FEMA
requirement for permitting development in a Flood Plain.
Old/New Business

There was no old or new business.
Adjournment

With no further business to come before the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission,
the meeting adjourned at 2:25 p.m.
______________________________________________
Ella P. Ward
Chair

_____________________________________________
Robert A. Crum, Jr.
Executive Director
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FISCAL YEAR 2017
12/31/16
STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES
50% OF FISCAL YEAR COMPLETE

Annual
Budget

REVENUES
STATE PDC REVENUE

$ 151,943

Previous
YTD

$

75,971

Current
Month

$

-

% Received
/Expended

YTD

$

75,971

50%
26%

DEQ

153,400

40,205

-

40,205

HOUSING DHCD

394,450

14,500

46,259

60,759

15%

504,000

100%

WATER QUALITY ASSESSMENT

504,000

VDEM

255,089

UASI **

19,000

315,623

-

315,623

1661%

Local Jurisdiction Membership Dues

1,372,414

640,797

63,738

704,535

51%

Local Jurisdiction Programs

1,688,854

1,049,108

134,088

1,183,196

70%

30,000

15,000

-

15,000

50%

232,472

-

-

-

0%

53,700

17,789

7,043

24,832

46%

2,260,812

441,353

-

441,353

20%

136,000

24,557

-

24,557

18%
19%

HRMFFA
JLUS
SALES, INTEREST & MISC
VDOT-PL SEC 112
HRTAC

-

-

0%

745,374

139,643

-

58,000
1,379,420

13,183
-

-

9,434,928

3,291,729

251,128

13,183
3,542,857

23%
0%
38%

$4,613,229

$1,467,894

$ 259,949

$1,727,844

37%

SP&R
SPECIAL CONTRACTS/ DEFERRED
Total Revenue

STANDARD CONTRACTS*
SPECIAL CONTRACTS/PASS THROUGH*
OFFICE SERVICES*
INDIRECT COSTS*
Total Expenses
TOTALS

-

139,643

VDRPT 5303

EXPENDITURES
PERSONNEL

504,000

$

189,360

3,729

3,729

2%

4,187,452
444,887
-

749,177

405,443

1,154,621

28%

71,876
370,479

50,391
124,477

122,267
494,956

27%

9,434,928

2,663,156

840,260

3,503,416

$ 628,573

$(589,132)

-

-

$

39,441

* -Budget amount is in the above three categories.
** - Includes FY2016 money invoiced and received in FY2017
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0%
37%

Transcribed Public Comments of the
January 19, 2017 HRPDC Commission Meeting
Mr. Ellis James: My name is Ellis W. James. It’s not Greg. I am a lifetime resident of Norfolk. I
live at 2021 Kenlake Place. Happy New Years to all of you on the Commission. I hope that your
coming year is as nice as your celebration during the holidays and Christmas and any
particular faith you happen to be, including those who don’t practice necessarily. There are
two things that are happening right now that are going to have a direct impact on Hampton
Roads. One is the attacks on EPA which will run counter too much of the work that is being
done to try to guarantee our region clean air, clean water, and the ability to function in cities
and the counties. I hope that you all will take note of that. One of the dangers obviously is
pushing for the appointment of an individual who would like to do away with the energy
department, and that is something of great concern. There is also Hampton Roads Planning
District Commission who has been working on housing and poverty issues. The question of
whether or not the proposed nominee for HUD has the interest of many thousands of people in
Hampton Roads, especially covering all of our areas in the region when he said unfortunately
recently that fair housing was a failed socialist experiment. Some of us almost drove over the
cliff. That is outrageous in my estimation, and I will use one quick example and then I will be
finished Dr. Ward. Norfolk, as an example for those of you who do not know, is in the top five
most well desegregated cities in the United States. We are number three. Many people work
for many years to create the kind of effective region that we have and we do not need to go
back to the days of segregation and discrimination. It is unfortunate that my friend Dr. Ben
Carson has that particular attitude. Two days ago he doubled down again, and said that
people who live in public housing areas need to get off of food stamps and stop using Section 8
Housing, etc. That is outrageous. Think about how many of our communities both on the
Peninsula side as well as Southside are dependent upon those housing programs and housing
units. I call this to your attention so you can pay close attention. Thank you Dr. Ward.
Ms. Donna Sayegh: Good Afternoon. My name is Donna Sayegh and I live in Portsmouth. In
the agenda you will notice this information. FY2017 there is a budget amendment for
HRPDC/HRTPO. Several awards were received and adjustments were made to existing
awards. There was an additional $895,000 added to the budget. Where did this money come
from, and why is HRTPO acknowledged here? There are the new amended awards to the
HRPDC of $460,000 with $353,000 going to consultants. Where did the money come from and
what consultants received the money and why? For the FY2016, the carrying forward funding
for HRTPO of $51,000 which $47,000 will go to HRT. Why is this money noted in the HRPDC
and not noted in the HRTPO record? What is HRT using this money for? Donna wants to know
the answer. There are deferred revenues carried forward from previous years to HRPDC
totaling $383,000 with $273,000 going to existing consultants contracts. Where are the
deferred revenues coming from and who are the existing consultants? Internal transfers
accounted for $58,000, an increase to various operating schedules that was offset in HRPDC of
$26,000 and HRTPO of $32,000. HRTPO has its own funding account. Why does this body
continue to have an enmeshment between these accounts? This accounting needs to be
corrected. This is bad management of public affairs and it creates suspicion. Donna needs
some answers. There is the regional proclamation that lists the regional organization that has
approved or plan to approve the proclamation. I don’t see where the citizens are part of this
Attachment 6c

discussion or vote. The projects included in the proclamation are consistent with the HRPDC
and HRTPO legislative agenda and represent projects critical to the health of the regional
economy. The health to the regional economy would be for Portsmouth to have lower real
estate taxes. This body is causing Portsmouth’s citizens’ demise. Donna wants to know about
all the money in sub-recipient grants that the HRPDC is receiving from Portsmouth and for
membership to it. This organization is taking the citizens’ money and spending it without
their consent. The federal government is dictating the planning for physical development,
social development, and economic development of our country. In 1935 under FDR, the federal
government started the planning for the United States. In 1968, the General Assembly opened
its doors for the dictatorship of the federal government. This centralization of power has got
to stop. Thanks for listening.
Ms. Felecia Shearin: How are you all doing again? My name is Felecia Shearin. I am a
resident of Norfolk, VA. I just want to speak on housing. I don’t have a lot of figures to show
you. When Norfolk Redevelopment and Housing Authority (NRHA) opens up the list for
Section 8, hundreds of people come out because that’s how great the need is. I remember
going to a meeting, and sign up was not until the next day. Just like me and hundreds of
others, we came out the day before to get the spot in line. We slept outside all night to get
housing. Even with a disabled child, you meet all of the criteria. Why is it like this? It’s a block
to get housing. You want us to work and be productive citizens, but when you don’t have a
home, you can’t go out and do everything that is demanded of you. Once you are on NRHA list,
it can be years before you hear anything. In the midst of that, you will be homeless and have to
move from place to place. NRHA will find any little discrepancy to take you off the list after
you stayed and slept on the streets all not long. One little thing can knock you off the list, and
you have to start all over again. Myself, as well as many other people in the community have
experienced this, and if anyone here can help with this issue, and enlighten me, I would greatly
appreciate it. The need is very, very great. Thank you for listening.
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HAMPTON ROADS PLANNING DISTRICT COMMISSION
RESOLUTION 2017-01
RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE VIRGINIA WORKING WATERFRONTS MASTER PLAN
WHEREAS, working waterfronts are defined in Hampton Roads as areas or
structures on, over, or adjacent to navigable bodies of water that provide access to the
water and are used for water-dependent commercial, industrial, or government activities,
including commercial fishing, recreational fishing, tourism, aquaculture, boat and ship
building, boat and ship repair, boat and ship services, seafood processing, seafood sales,
transportation, shipping, marine construction, and military activities;

WHEREAS, working waterfronts provide critical access to Virginia coastal waters
for people engaged in commercial and recreational fishing, seafood processing, boat
building, repair and maintenance, aquaculture, port activity, and other water-dependent
businesses;

WHEREAS, some coastal communities are experiencing increased demand for
waterfront properties along Virginia’s coast that result in an increase in property values
and higher costs for traditional waterfront businesses which has resulted in Virginia slowly
losing its working waterfronts – an issue that may have long-term consequences for local
economies, the environment, coastal culture and quality of life;

WHEREAS, other coastal communities are experiencing decreasing real-estate
values, populations are leaving, and some are seeing an increase in donations of
waterfront land for public use which presents a new opportunity for new public holdings
for working waterfronts enhancements;

WHEREAS, natural factors of sea level rise, increasing frequency and magnitude of
coastal storms, shoaling of navigable channels and shoreline erosion pose increasing
threats to the existence of working waterfronts;
WHEREAS, a loss of Working Waterfronts constitutes a potential loss of jobs for
watermen (e.g. fishers, shellfish farmers) and the agriculture industry (timber and grain
barges); a loss of the identity of the region; and a loss of support industry jobs (boat
building, transport, seafood processing, etc.);
WHEREAS, Virginia’s coastal Planning District Commissions and the Virginia
Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Program have worked to address the threats and the loss
of working waterfronts since FY 2011, these entities have collaborated to develop a
Virginia Working Waterfronts Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Virginia Working Waterfronts Master Plan synthesizes the work
completed to date under the CZM Cumulative and Secondary Impacts strategy (FY 11FY15) and provides communities with a comprehensive understanding of what Virginia
working waterfronts are; where existing water-dependent commercial infrastructure is
Attachment 7

located; discussion of the long-term impacts associated with the loss of working
waterfronts; and lastly recommend policy action and tools which the Commonwealth,
regional organizations, local governments and private industry should consider to better
manage growth pressures and ensure the preservation of Working Waterfronts as
important economic drivers and cultural resources for rural, suburban and urban
communities.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Hampton Roads Planning District
Commission accepts the Virginia Working Waterfronts Master Plan as a policy document to
help preserve or encourage the redevelopment of working waterfronts throughout coastal
Virginia.
APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
this 16th day of February, 2017.
_____________________________
Dr. Ella Ward
Chair

________________________________
Robert A. Crum, Jr.
Executive Director/Secretary
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ELLA P. WARD, CHAIR

.

MICHAEL J. HIPPLE, VICE-CHAIR

.

R. RANDY MARTIN, TREASURER

ROBERT A. CRUM, JR., EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/SECRETARY

January 25, 2017

The Honorable Timothy Kaine
Senator
United States Senate
222 Central Park Avenue, Suite 102
Virginia Beach, VA 23462

The Honorable Mark R. Warner
Senator
United States Senate
101 W. Main Street, Suite 4900
Norfolk, VA 23510

The Honorable Scott Taylor
Congressman
U.S. House of Representatives
412 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Rob Wittman
Congressman
U.S. House of Representatives
401 Main Street, P.O. Box 494
Yorktown, VA 23690

The Honorable A. Donald McEachin
Congressman
U.S. House of Representatives
314 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE:

The Honorable Bobby Scott
Congressman
U.S. House of Representatives
2600 Washington Avenue, Suite 1010
Newport News, VA 23607

Urban Areas Security Initiative (UASI) Program

Dear Senator Kaine, Senator Warner, Congressman McEachin, Congressman
Scott, Congressman Taylor and Congressman Wittman:

We, the elected leaders of Hampton Roads, request your assistance on an issue of
critical importance to the region.

Despite having the largest naval base in the world and the second highest number of
military personnel of any metropolitan area in the United States, Hampton Roads
does not receive funding through the UASI program to fund efforts to prevent,
protect against, respond to and recover from acts of terrorism. We have attached
materials which provide background information on the UASI program and its
importance to Hampton Roads. The significance of this topic to our region is
reflected by the unanimous vote of all 17 of our local governments to include this
item as one of our region’s top legislative priorities.
We are concerned with the formula utilized by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to determine relative risk and subsequent funding of urban areas under the
Urban Areas Security Initiative grant program. Our concerns with the current
formula are specific to two components; the national security index and the limited
scope of critical infrastructure contained in the targeted infrastructure index.
THE REGIONAL BUILDING

.

723 WOODLAKE DRIVE

.

CHESAPEAKE, VIRGINIA 23320

.

(757) 420-8300
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Hampton Roads Congressional Delegation
January 25, 2017
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The national security index is composed of military personnel and a count of defense industrial bases
(DIB). These components combined currently account for only 2% of the total risk formula. As the
risk formula does not take into consideration the threats to military facilities nor consider the
significance of DIB facilities (all are weighted equally), we believe the current weight of 2% for the
national security index highly undervalues the terrorism risks of the Hampton Roads region. Raising
the weight of the national security index to 5-10% of the total risk formula would address the
omission of highly targeted military facilities and personnel.

Another concern involves the critical infrastructure covered under the targeted infrastructure index.
This component constitutes 20% of the risk formula and includes critical infrastructure such as
aviation, mass transit and commuter rail, oil and natural gas facilities, and large public facilities and
venues. As military installations continue to be an attractive target for terrorist organizations, we
believe that DOD facilities should be included in the targeted infrastructure index. Additionally, the
navigable harbor channels within the Hampton Roads region serve both naval and commercial port
operations. An attack that blocks these channels would have substantial economic and national
security implications, and thus should also be included in the targeted infrastructure index.

The Urban Areas Security Initiative grant has provided the Hampton Roads region with crucial
support to prevent, prepare, respond to and recover from terrorist attacks. Due to a devaluation of
the risks specific to military communities like Hampton Roads, we have been subsequently ranked out
of funding under this program. We ask for your assistance in ensuring that threats to Hampton Roads
are accurately captured in the risk profile so that we can have the necessary resources to address
them.
Sincerely,

Hampton Roads Mayors and Chairs
Alan P. Krasnoff, Mayor
City of Chesapeake

Rex W. Alphin, Chairman
Isle of Wight County Board of Supervisors

Frank M. Rabil, Mayor
City of Franklin

Kevin Onizuk, Chairman
James City County Board of Supervisors

Phillip N. Bazzani, Chairman
Gloucester County Board of Supervisors

McKinley L. Price, Mayor
City of Newport News
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Donnie R. Tuck, Mayor
City of Hampton

Kenneth Alexander, Mayor
City of Norfolk

W. Eugene Hunt, Mayor
City of Poquoson

John M. Seward, Chairman
Surry County Board of Supervisors

John L. Rowe, Jr., Mayor
City of Portsmouth

William D. Sessoms, Mayor
City of Virginia Beach

T. Carter Williams, Mayor
Town of Smithfield

Paul T. Freiling, Mayor
City of Williamsburg

Dallas O. Jones, Chairman
Southampton County Board of Supervisors

Sheila S. Noll, Chairman
York County Board of Supervisors

Linda T. Johnson, Mayor
City of Suffolk
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2017 General Assembly Session – Summary of HRPDC Related Bills – February 6, 2017
Jump to:
Coastal Protection/Sea Level Rise
Economic Development
Education
Emergency Management/Flooding
Energy/Environment
Housing/Rental Properties
Localities/Other
Ports
Retirement
Taxes
Telecommunications/Broadband
Veterans /Military
Water (including Chesapeake Bay, Lead, Stormwater)
Bill

Summary

Introduced By

Status

HB1964

Secretary for Coastal Protection and Flooding Adaptation. Creates the position of Secretary for Coastal
Protection and Flooding Adaptation (the Secretary). The Secretary shall be responsible for consolidating into a
single office the resources for coastal flooding threats and adaptation. The Secretary also shall be the lead in
providing direction, ensuring accountability, and developing a statewide coastal flooding adaptation strategy.
The Secretary, in cooperation with the Secretary of Natural Resources, shall identify sources of funding for
needed implementation of strategies for coastal protection and flooding adaptation.
Virginia Alternative Energy and Coastal Protection Act. Requires the Governor to seek to join the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative or other carbon trading program with an open auction of carbon allowances. The
Department of Environmental Quality is directed to establish a carbon dioxide cap and trade program to
reduce emissions released by electric generation stations. The revenues from the sale of carbon allowances
are to be deposited in the Virginia Shoreline Resiliency Fund, a revolving fund established in 2016 for the
purposes of mitigating future flood damage and creating a low-interest loan program to help residents and
businesses that are subject to recurrent flooding.
Study; JLARC; coastal flooding adaptation and resiliency report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review
Commission to study the ongoing efforts throughout the Commonwealth with regard to coastal flooding
adaptation and resiliency and to (i) assess the adequacy and effectiveness of the Commonwealth%92s coastal
flooding and adaptation development programs; (ii) assess how effectively the state and local governments

Stolle

02/01/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Villanueva

01/31/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Stolle

01/26/17 House: Tabled in Rules by
voice vote.

Coastal Protection/Sea Level Rise

HB2018

HJ672

2017 General Assembly Session – Summary of HRPDC Related Bills │ As of February 6, 2017│ Page 1
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SB1349

SB1471

SB1496

SJ297

develop, manage, and oversee coastal flooding and adaptation practices and strategies; and (iii) examine best
practices and strategies used by the public and private sectors in other states and other countries to manage
water through successful coastal flooding and adaptation strategies.
Secretary for Coastal Protection and Flooding Adaptation. Creates the position of Secretary for Coastal
Protection and Flooding Adaptation (the Secretary). The Secretary shall be responsible for consolidating into a
single office the resources for coastal flooding threats and adaptation. The Secretary also shall be the lead in
providing direction, ensuring accountability, and developing a statewide coastal flooding adaptation strategy.
The Secretary, in cooperation with the Secretary of Natural Resources, shall identify sources of funding for
needed implementation of strategies for coastal protection and flooding adaptation.
Virginia Alternative Energy and Coastal Protection Act. Requires the Governor to seek to join the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative or other carbon trading program with an open auction of carbon allowances. The
Department of Environmental Quality is directed to establish a carbon dioxide cap and trade program to
reduce emissions released by electric generation stations. The revenues from the sale of carbon allowances
are to be deposited in the Virginia Shoreline Resiliency Fund, a revolving fund established in 2016 for the
purposes of mitigating future flood damage and creating a low-interest loan program to help residents and
businesses that are subject to recurrent flooding.
Virginia Alternative Energy and Coastal Protection Act. Requires the Governor to seek to join the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative or other carbon trading program with an open auction of carbon allowances. The
Department of Environmental Quality is directed to establish a carbon dioxide cap and trade program to
reduce emissions released by electric generation stations. The revenues from the sale of carbon allowances
are to be deposited in the Virginia Shoreline Resiliency Fund, a revolving fund established in 2016 for the
purposes of mitigating future flood damage and creating a low-interest loan program to help residents and
businesses that are subject to recurrent flooding.
Study; JLARC; coastal flooding adaptation and resiliency. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review

Lewis

01/31/17 Senate: Read third time
and defeated by Senate (19-Y 21-N)

Locke

02/02/17 Senate: Failed to report
(defeated) in Agriculture,
Conservation and Natural Resources

Lewis

01/26/17 Senate: Incorporated by
Agriculture, Conservation and
Natural Resources (SB1471-Locke)
(15-Y 0-N)

Wagner

02/02/17 Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Rules by voice vote

Patron

Fund Information

Stolle

First Year – FY17: $1.5 million
Second Year – FY18: $1.5 million

Commission to study the ongoing efforts throughout the Commonwealth with regard to coastal flooding
adaptation and resiliency and to determine the effectiveness of such efforts and issue appropriate
recommendations.

Budget Bill – Amendment Summaries: HB1500 & SB900
Item
Summary
383#1h

Fund State Match for Hampton Roads and Northern Neck Flooding Study
Page 376, after line 23, insert:
"C. Included in the appropriation for this item is $1,500,000 each year from the general fund for the
Commonwealth's nonfederal cost match requirement to accomplish the United States Corps of Engineers
Regional Reconnaissance Flood Control Study for both the Hampton Roads and Northern Neck regions as

Secretary of Public Safety and
Homeland Security

2017 General Assembly Session – Summary of HRPDC Related Bills │ As of February 6, 2017│ Page 2

Attachment 9

2017 General Assembly Session – Summary of HRPDC Related Bills – February 6, 2017
authorized by the U.S. Congress."

363 #1s

This amendment provides $1.5 million from the general fund each year for the 50% nonfederal match to
complete studies of flood control in the Hampton Roads and Northern Neck regions as authorized by the U.S.
Congress to be conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Both studies will evaluate each region's
recurrent flooding patterns and hydrology; identify and score several high impact regional flood control
projects; identify costs and benefits of mitigating high impact regional flood control projects; and make
recommendations for comprehensive and coordinated regional flood mitigation to obtain federal funding for
future projects. Without these studies, Hampton Roads and the Northern Neck are poorly positioned to accept
federal funds from emergency appropriations that generally follow events like Hurricanes Isabelle, Irene,
Matthew, and Super Storm Sandy.
Creation of Coastal Protection and Flooding Adaptation Secretary Position
Page 359, following line 28, insert:

Lewis

"C. It is the intent of the General Assembly that there shall hereby be established the position of the Secretary
for Coastal Protection and Flooding Adaption within the Office of Natural Resources. The Secretary shall be
responsible for consolidating into a single office the resources for coastal flooding threats and adaption. The
Secretary also shall be the lead in providing direction, ensuring accountability, and developing a statewide
coastal flooding adaption strategy. The Secretary, in cooperation with the Secretary of Natural Resources, shall
identify sources of funding for needed implementation of strategies for coastal protection and flooding
adaption. From the amounts included in this item is $250,000 from the general fund the first year and
$250,000 from the general fund the second year is provided to establish the Office.".

First Year – FY17: $250,000
Second Year – FY18: $250,000
Secretary of Natural Resources

This amendment creates the position of Secretary for Coastal Protection and Flooding Adaption within the
Office of Natural Resources

Economic Development
HB1624

Host Cities Economic Development Incentive and Host Cities Transportation Support Funds. Creates the Host
Cities Economic Development Incentive Fund, administered by the Secretary of Commerce and Trade, to
support economic development, growth of existing businesses, and job creation related to the Port of Virginia
in one or more host cities. The bill also creates the Host Cities Transportation Support Fund, administered by
the Secretary of Transportation, to support transportation projects and facilities related to the Port of Virginia
in one or more host cities.

James

01/25/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Summary: Focus on the fiscally stressed host cities of the Port of Virginia - Newport News, Norfolk, and
Portsmouth. Host communities lose valuable waterfront property and bear the brunt of transportation issues
associated with Port operations. The bill establishes a grant program similar to the State of Good Repair
Program for Bridges where funding is dedicated to a specific need. In this case, the funds would be used to
pay for any projects that alleviate and/or mitigate congestion created by increased rail activities and
concentrated traffic linked to Port-related activities.
2017 General Assembly Session – Summary of HRPDC Related Bills │ As of February 6, 2017│ Page 3

Attachment 9

2017 General Assembly Session – Summary of HRPDC Related Bills – February 6, 2017
HB1752

HB1970

HB1973

HB2013

HB2055

Virginia Economic Development Partnership Authority (VEDP); grants and other economic incentive
programs administered by the Virginia Economic Development Partnership Authority; waiver. Provides that
notwithstanding any provision of law or applicable VEDP guidelines, a political subdivision or eligible business,
as the case may be, may request a waiver that permits it to use no more than one-quarter of the grant or loan
from any fund administered by VEDP for a purpose indirectly related to the economic development project for
which the grant or loan was awarded. The bill provides that any request for a waiver shall be submitted to the
VEDP or the Secretary of Commerce and Trade, as appropriate, for approval and provides that no such waiver
shall be granted unless also approved by the Governor. The bill contains technical amendments.
Creation of economic revitalization zones in counties. Grants counties authority to create economic
revitalization zones. The zones shall be for the purpose of providing incentives to private entities to purchase
real property and interests in real property to assemble parcels suitable for economic development. Each
county establishing an economic revitalization zone may grant incentives and provide regulatory flexibility.
This authority currently exists for cities.
Economic Development Access Program; bonded projects. Imposes a 36-month moratorium on the
repayment of funds allocated to a locality for a bonded project pursuant to the Economic Development Access
Program. The bill contains an emergency clause.

Davis

01/25/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Landes

02/01/17 House: BLOCK VOTE
PASSAGE (98-Y 0-N)
02/02/17 Senate: Referred to
Committee on Local Government

O’Quinn

Virginia Economic Development Partnership Authority; board of directors; qualifications. Adds the Executive
Director of the Virginia Port Authority and the Vice President of Economic Development for the Virginia Port
Authority, or their designees, as ex officio voting members of the board of directors of the Virginia Economic
Development Partnership Authority and commensurately reduces the number of appointees from 18 to 16.
The bill sets out required areas of expertise for the 16 members appointed variously by the Governor, the
Speaker of the House of Delegates, and the Senate Committee on Rules, with such appointment requirements
applying to appointments made on and after July 1, 2017.
Rural Coastal Virginia Economic Development Authority.Establishes the Rural Coastal Virginia Economic
Development Authority, consisting of the 12 counties within the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula, and
Accomack-Northampton planning districts. The Authority is created for the purpose of serving as a regional
economic development body and represents a partnership of the Commonwealth, the planning districts, and
the 12 counties of the coastal region. The Authority shall be governed by a 17-member board. The Authority
may seek and approve loans and solicit donations, grants, and any other funding from the Commonwealth, the
federal government, and regional, local government, and private entities, and distribute such money for
projects to (i) assist the region in obtaining necessary job training or employment-related education,
leadership and civic development, and business development, especially entrepreneurship for the coastal
region; (ii) provide special assistance to distressed and underdeveloped counties within the coastal region; and
(iii) fund demonstration projects, and conduct research, evaluations, and assessments of the coastal region's

Yancey

02/02/17 House: BLOCK VOTE
PASSAGE (95-Y 0-N)
02/03/17 Senate: Referred to
Committee on Local Government
02/01/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Hodges

02/01/17 House: BLOCK VOTE
PASSAGE (98-Y 0-N)
02/02/17 Senate: Referred to
Committee on Local Government
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HB2347

HJ673

HJ836

SB15

SB1013

assets and needs.
Commonwealth's Development Opportunity Fund; limitation on use of moneys from the Fund. Provides that
unless an exception has been granted by the Secretary of Commerce and Trade, moneys in the
Commonwealth's Development Opportunity Fund shall not be used for any economic development project
involving a business that relocates or expands its operations in one or more Virginia localities while
simultaneously closing its operations or substantially reducing the number of its employees in another Virginia
locality. Under current law, this limitation on the use of the Fund is stated as a general policy rather than as a
requirement. The bill also requires the Secretary of Commerce and Trade to provide written notice to the
Chairmen of the Senate Finance and House Appropriations Committees at least 48 hours prior to the final
approval of the grant or loan. Currently, the notice must be provided promptly, and a time frame is not
specified.
Study; JLARC recommendations regarding VEDP; report. Establishes a joint subcommittee to study how best
to implement the recommendations of the 2016 Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission review of the
Virginia Economic Development Partnership Authority.
Commending Hampton Roads Community Action Program.

Local economic development. Provides that the Virginia income tax net revenue and sales and use tax
generated by certain corporations or limited liability companies within a qualified locality be transferred to the
qualified locality under certain conditions. A qualified locality is one that (i) has made application to the
Virginia Economic Development Partnership Authority for a Major Employment and Investment Project Site
Planning Grant and has been rejected for such grant and (ii) has expended local funds for the economic
development purposes specified in the requirements for such grant provided by statute and in guidelines of
the Authority. The bill provides that the total amount eligible to be returned to a qualified locality shall not
exceed $5 million for any single economic development project.
Host Cities Economic Development Incentive and Host Cities Transportation Support Funds. Creates the Host
Cities Economic Development Incentive Fund, administered by the Secretary of Commerce and Trade, to
support economic development, growth of existing businesses, and job creation related to the Port of Virginia
in one or more host cities. The bill also creates the Host Cities Transportation Support Fund, administered by
the Secretary of Transportation, to support transportation projects and facilities related to the Port of Virginia
in one or more host cities.

Byron

02/03/17 House: BLOCK VOTE
PASSAGE (95-Y 0-N)

Massie

01/26/17 House: Tabled in Rules by
voice vote

Price

02/03/17 House: Agreed to by House
by voice vote
02/06/17 Senate: Laid on Clerk’s
Desk
12/02/16: Senate: Left in Finance

Garrett
(resigned 1/3)

Lucas

02/03/17: Senate: Read third time
and passed Senate (28-Y 11-N)

Summary: Focus on the fiscally stressed host cities of the Port of Virginia - Newport News, Norfolk, and
Portsmouth. Host communities lose valuable waterfront property and bear the brunt of transportation issues
associated with Port operations. The bill establishes a grant program similar to the State of Good Repair
Program for Bridges where funding is dedicated to a specific need. In this case, the funds would be used to
pay for any projects that alleviate and/or mitigate congestion created by increased rail activities and
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concentrated traffic linked to Port-related activities.
SB1203

SB1591

Working waterfront development areas; establishment. Authorizes localities, by ordinance, to establish a
working waterfront development area and grant certain incentives and regulatory flexibility to private entities
for the development of working waterfronts in such area.
Economic Development Access Program; bonded projects. Imposes a 36-month moratorium on the

Lewis

Carrico

repayment of funds allocated to a locality for a bonded project pursuant to the Economic Development Access

01/30/17 Senate: Read third time
and passed Senate (40-Y 0-N)
02/03/17 House: Assigned CC & T
sub: Subcommittee #2
02/03/17 Senate: Passed Senate (40Y 0-N)

Program.

SJ281

Study; long-term economic viability of working waterfronts; report. Requests the Virginia Economic
Development Partnership to study the long-term economic viability of working waterfronts including a
projection of the economic viability of preserving waterfront locations for new and existing water-dependent
uses, and restoring working waterfront structures.

Lewis

02/02/17 Senate: Stricken at request
of Patron in Rules by voice vote

Patron

Fund Information

Enterprise Zone Program
This amendment increases funding by $2 million from the general fund the first year and $1,835,533 from the
general fund the second year for the Enterprise Zone Program by restoring the biennium amounts to Chapter
780 levels and provides an additional $1,000,000 each year to reduce pro-ration of the real property
improvement grant, per the recent study conducted by the VCU Center for Urban and Regional Analysis.

James

First Year – FY17: $2 million
Second Year – FY18: $1,835,533

TANF Funds for Local Community Wealth Building Programs
Page 350, after line 11, insert:
"M. Out of this appropriation, $10,000,000 from the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) block
grant the second year shall be provided for competitive grants for local community wealth building programs
designed to move low-income individuals out of poverty through education and job training, housing and
transportation resources, mentoring and prisoner re-entry, child care and early education and other programs
designed to break the cycle of poverty. The Department of Social Services shall award grants to qualifying local
programs (up to $2 million per locality maximum) through a memorandum of understanding which articulated
how the program targets improvement in poverty over a 3-5 year period and fits in with long term community
goals for reducing poverty. Grants shall require local matching funds of at least a 25%, including in-kind
services. Localities shall report on annual program metrics as agreed upon with the Department of Social
Services, including the number of individuals served.
This amendment provides up to $10 million in fiscal year 2018 from federal Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) block grant for local community wealth building programs. Eligible local community wealth
building programs are designed to target intractable long-term pockets of poverty through combined
education and job training, housing and transportation resources, mentoring and prisoner re-entry, childcare

Peace

Budget Bill – Amendment Summaries: HB1500 & SB900
Item
Summary
109 #4h

348#3h

Department of Housing and
Community Development
Second Year – FY18: $10 million GF
Department of Social Services
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348#4h

436 #3H

and early education and other programs that break the cycle of poverty. A partnership with local anti-poverty
programs fits perfectly into the mission of the federal TANF program. Funds will be allocated to qualifying local
programs ($2 million per locality maximum) through a memorandum of understanding with the state
Department of Social Services along with the appropriate local match requirement of at least a 25% match,
including in-kind services. Localities will be expected to articulate year-by-year program metrics and people
served, and explain how 3-5 year improvement targets connect with longer-run community goals.
TANF Funds for Employment and Training
Page 350, after line 11, insert:
"M. Out of this appropriation, $5,000,000 from the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) block
grant the second year shall be provided for competitive grants for local community employment and training
programs designed to assist TANF recipients in obtaining and retaining competitive employment with career
paths which would enable them to successfully move out of poverty. The Department of Social Services shall
award grants to qualifying local programs through a memorandum of understanding with measurable
outcomes that include reducing dependence on the TANF program, obtaining and retaining employment with
the prospect of a career path and wage growth to permanently move individuals out of poverty. The
Department of Social Services shall report on the implementation of the grant program by June 30, 2018."
This amendment provides $5.0 million in fiscal year 2018 from federal Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) block grant for local community employment and training programs for TANF recipients to
help move them out of poverty on a permanent basis. Language requires the Department of Social Services to
condition grants on the measurement of outcomes that reduce TANF dependence and help recipients to
obtain and retain employment that will help move them out of poverty on a permanent basis. The department
is required to report on the grant program by the end of fiscal year 2018.
Host Cities Transportation Support Fund
Page 429, after line 31, insert:
"Q. Included in the amounts provided in this item is $5,000,000 from the general fund in the second year
which shall be used to fund roadway improvement projects directly tied to roadway degredation resulting
directly from activity at Virginia's port facilities. The Secretary of Transportation is directed to establish
objective and transparent criteria that shall be used by the Commonwealth Transportation Board to allocate
these funds to projects on an annual basis as part of the Six Year Improvement Program process. Initial criteria
for project submissions shall be developed and released no later than July 1, 2017 to allow eligible port host
cities to apply on for grants on a competitive basis. In future years the selection process shall be concurrent
with the process used to the develop the Six Year Improvement Program."

Sickles

Second Year – FY18: $5 million
Department of Social Services

James

Second Year – FY18: $5 million
Secretary of Transportation

This amendment provides $5.0 million from the general fund in the second year to establish a new
transportation fund to support projects to help Port host cities address roadway degredation and congestion
directly associated with activity at the ports of Virginia. The Fund would be established pursuant to the
provisions of House Bill 1624, 2017 Session of the General Assembly.
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105 #1s

110 #1s

348 #3s

348 #6s

Host Cities Economic Development Incentive Fund
Page 90, following line 38, insert:
"E. Out of the amounts authorized in this item, $1,000,000 the second year from the general fund shall be
deposited to the Host Cities Economic Development Incentive Fund created pursuant to SB 1013 of the 2017
General Assembly. The Secretary, in collaboration with the Secretary of Transportation, shall develop
appropriate grant guidelines for the administration of the program consistent with the provisions of the
legislation. The funding shall be disbursed in the form of grants to eligible localities in accordance with
provisions of the legislation and used solely for the purposes of supporting economic development, growth of
existing businesses, and job creation related to the Port of Virginia.".
This amendment provides $1.0 million GF in the second year for the creation of the Host Cities Economic
Development Incentive Fund to support economic development related projects in the host localities to the
Port of Virginia. A companion amendment in the Secretary of Transportation establishes the Host Cities
Transportation Support Fund.
Enterprise Zones
This amendment restores funding to the Enterprise Zone Program at the level of the original 2016-18 budget.
This action is minimally in conformity with the benefits found from the EZ program as described in the study
just completed at the request of the General Assembly by the VCU Center for Urban and Regional Analysis

Lucas

TANF Block Grant for Local Community Wealth Building Programs
This amendment provides up to $10 million in FY 2018 from federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) block grant for local community wealth building programs. Eligible local community wealth building
programs are designed to target intractable long-term pockets of poverty through combined education and
job training, housing and transportation resources, mentoring and prisoner re-entry, childcare and early
education and other programs that break the cycle of poverty. A partnership with local anti-poverty programs
fits perfectly into the mission of the federal TANF program. Funds will be allocated to qualifying local programs
($2 million per locality maximum) through a memorandum of understanding with the state Department of
Social Services along with the appropriate local match requirement of at least a 25 percent match, including inkind services. Localities will be expected to articulate year-by-year program metrics and people served, and
explain how 3-5 year improvement targets connect with longer-run community goals
Local Community Wealth Building Programs
This amendment provides up to $10 million in FY 2018 from federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) block grant for local community wealth building programs. Eligible local community wealth building
programs are designed to target intractable long-term pockets of poverty through combined education and
job training, housing and transportation resources, mentoring and prisoner re-entry, childcare and early
education and other programs that break the cycle of poverty. A partnership with local anti-poverty programs
fits perfectly into the mission of the federal TANF program. Funds will be allocated to qualifying local programs
($2 million per locality maximum) through a memorandum of understanding with the state Department of
Social Services along with the appropriate local match requirement of at least a 25 percent match, including in-

Hanger

Second Year – FY18: $1 million
Commerce and Trade
Department of Housing and
Community Development

Ruff

First Year – FY17: $1 million
Second Year – FY18: $835,533
Commerce and Trade
Department of Housing and
Community Development
Second Year – FY18: $10 million NGF
Health and Human Resources
Department of Social Services

Ruff

Second Year – FY18: $10 million NGF
Health and Human Resources
Department of Social Services
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kind services. Localities will be expected to articulate year-by-year program metrics and people served, and
explain how 3-5 year improvement targets connect with longer-run community goals

Education
HB400

HB1019

HB1410

HB1434

HB1690
HB1721

Virginia Student Loan Refinancing Authority established. Establishes the Virginia Student Loan Refinancing
Authority, to be governed by a 10-member board, for the purpose of developing and implementing a program
by which each individual who incurred qualified education loan debt as a Virginia student at an institution of
higher education in the Commonwealth and who is eligible, on the basis of criteria established by the Authority
that are substantially similar to criteria used by private lenders in the Commonwealth to evaluate student
eligibility for an unsecured personal loan at market rates, may receive a loan from the Authority to refinance
all or part of his qualified education loans, as that term is defined in relevant federal law.
Educational improvement scholarships tax credit program; pre-kindergarten eligibility. Modifies the
educational improvement scholarships tax credit program by including as eligible scholarship recipients
children enrolled in or attending nonpublic pre-kindergarten programs. The maximum annual scholarship that
a child enrolled in or attending a nonpublic pre-kindergarten program will receive is the lesser of the child's
actual educational expenses or the state share of the grant per child under the Virginia Preschool Initiative for
the locality in which the child resides.
Certain educational institutions; designation of governing boards; financial assistance; enrollment. Renames
as boards of trustees the boards of visitors of certain educational institutions in the Commonwealth, including
baccalaureate public institutions of higher education. The bill prohibits public institutions of higher education
from using (i) tuition revenue from any Virginia student to provide financial assistance to any Virginia student
or non-Virginia student and (ii) more than five percent of tuition revenue from non-Virginia students to
provide financial assistance to non-Virginia students. The bill also requires the governing board of each public
institution of higher education, except the Virginia Military Institute, Norfolk State University, and Virginia
State University, to ensure that at least 75 percent of the undergraduate students enrolled at the institution
have established domicile in the Commonwealth. The bill requires the governing boards of public institutions
that do not meet such 75 percent threshold to submit to the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia a
plan to incrementally increase enrolled undergraduate Virginia students each academic year to ensure
compliance no later than the 2020-2021 academic year.
Tuition Assistance Grant Program; eligible institutions; student speech and expression. Requires each
nonprofit private institution of higher education otherwise eligible to participate in the Tuition Assistance
Grant Program to guarantee in writing, in its student handbook or a similar publication, freedom of speech and
expression for enrolled students in order to be considered an eligible institution for the Program.
Virginia Preschool Initiative; local matching funds. Removes the requirement for local governing bodies to
commit to providing the required matching funds in order to qualify for grants under the Virginia Preschool
Initiative.
State Board for Community Colleges; reduced rate tuition and mandatory fee charges; certain students who
are active duty members of the Armed Forces of the United States.Permits the State Board for Community

Simon

12/01/16 House: Left in Commerce
and Labor

Massie

12/01/16 House: Left in Finance

Albo

02/06/17 House: Engrossed by
House – committee substitute with
amendment HB1410EH1

Head

02/01/17 House: Tabled in Education
by voice vote

Dudenhefer

01/31/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote
02/06/17 House: Engrossed by
House as amended HB1721E

Anderson
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HB1724

HB1756

HB1805

HB1838

HB1848

Colleges to charge reduced rate tuition and mandatory fees to any student who is (i) an active duty member of
the Armed Forces of the United States; (ii) enrolled in a degree program at a comprehensive community
college, provided that any such comprehensive community college that offers online degree programs is a
member of the National Council for State Authorization Reciprocity; and (iii) enrolled in training that leads to a
Military Occupational Specialty in the Army or Marine Corps, an Air Force Specialty Code, or a Navy Enlisted
Classification.
Eligibility for in-state tuition charges; members of the Virginia National Guard who reside in the
Commonwealth.Declares eligible for in-state tuition charges any member of the Virginia National Guard who
resides in the Commonwealth, regardless of the domicile of such individual. The bill removes the current
requirement that guard members be mobilized or on temporary active orders for 180 days or more in order to
be eligible for in-state tuition charges.
Education improvement scholarships tax credit; eligibility requirements. Eliminates the requirement that a
student currently or recently have attended public school in order to qualify for a scholarship from a
scholarship foundation that provides tax-credit-derived scholarships. The bill increases the maximum annual
scholarship amount from 100 percent of the per pupil amount distributed to the local school division as its
share of standards of quality costs (i) for a student with a disability, to 400 percent of such amount and (ii) for
a student who has an autism spectrum disorder, to $26,000. The bill adds to the definition of "qualified
educational expenses" expenditures made in connection to summer education.
Certain school divisions; plan to fund and phase in full-day kindergarten. Requires each local school board
that does not offer a full-day kindergarten program for each kindergarten student in the school division to
develop a plan to fund and phase in a full-day kindergarten program for each kindergarten student in the
school division and submit the plan to the General Assembly in advance of the 2018 Regular Session of the
General Assembly.
Neighborhood Assistance Act tax credits; Board of Education. Changes the process of allocating credits to
neighborhood organizations submitting education proposals. The bill directs the Board of Education to develop
regulations that would allow credits to be prioritized for proposals benefiting underperforming school districts
in the Commonwealth, that would allow for the input of local leaders regarding the education needs of
localities in which the proposed programs are located, and that would require the inclusion of performance
and accountability measures in the proposals. The bill also requires the Board of Education to adopt
regulations for the administration of the program that would replace the current practice of the adoption of
guidelines by the Department of Education
Comprehensive community colleges; tuition grants. Provides that certain Virginia students who were in foster
care or in the custody of the Department of Social Services or considered a special needs adoption and are
enrolled in a noncredit workforce credential training program in a comprehensive community college may
qualify for a grant for the payment of tuition and fees.

Anderson

02/01/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Davis

01/25/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Bell

01/31/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Orrock

02/02/17 House: BLOCK VOTE
PASSAGE (95-Y 0-N)
02/03/17 Senate: Referred to
Committee on Finance

Hester

02/03/17 House: Read first time
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HB1887

HB1892

HB1895

HB1923

HB1962

HB1963

Public institutions of higher education; tuition assistance for non-Virginia students; proceeds from state debt
and revenues generated from state taxes and fees. Prohibits each public institution of higher education from
using any proceeds from state debt or revenues generated from state taxes and fees that are appropriated to
such institution to offer any form of tuition assistance to any non-Virginia student and requires each public
institution of higher education to separately account for such proceeds and revenues and provide a report of
expenditures from such account to the House Committee on Appropriations and the Senate Committee on
Finance upon the request of such committees.
Governing board of public institution of higher education; independent audit. Requires the governing board
of each public institution of higher education to submit the annual financial statements for the fiscal year
ending the preceding June 30 and the accounts and status of any ongoing capital projects to a certified public
accounting firm for the independent audit of such statements at the expense of the institution.
Virginia Student Loan Refinancing Authority; refinancing loan guaranty program. Establishes the Virginia
Student Loan Refinancing Authority (the Authority), to be governed by a 10-member board, for the purpose of
developing and implementing a program by which the Authority may guarantee the obligations of an individual
who incurred qualified education loan debt as a Virginia student at an institution of higher education in the
Commonwealth under loans that refinance such education loan debt. The measure limits eligibility to
individuals who have not received, and are not eligible to receive, relief under applicable federal student loan
repayment or loan forgiveness programs. The Authority is authorized to issue bonds to finance its obligations
under such loan guarantees.
Virtual Virginia; availability. Requires that the Virtual Virginia program, established by the Department of
Education, be made available to all public middle and high schools. The bill provides that such program may be
made available to all public elementary schools. Under current law, Virtual Virginia is required to be made
available to public high schools only. The bill also replaces the term "statewide electronic classroom" with
"online learning program" to more accurately reflect the Virtual Virginia program.
Education Improvement Scholarships tax credit. Increases the Education Improvement Scholarships tax credit
from 65 percent to 90 percent of the value of donations made to nonprofit scholarship foundations, beginning
in taxable year 2018.
Educational Improvement Scholarships tax credit; pre-kindergarten eligibility. Expands the educational
improvement scholarships tax credit program by including as eligible scholarship recipients children enrolled in
or attending nonpublic pre-kindergarten programs. The maximum annual scholarship that a child enrolled in or
attending a nonpublic pre-kindergarten program will receive is the lesser of the child's actual educational
expenses or the state share of the grant per child under the Virginia Preschool Initiative for the locality in
which the child resides.

Hugo

02/03/17 House: Incorporated by
Appropriations (HB1410-Albo) by
voice vote

Miyares

01/31/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Price

01/23/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Bagby

01/31/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Massie

02/02/17 House: Engrossment
refused by House

Massie

02/01/17 House: Tabled in Finance
by voice vote

Under current law, tax credits are awarded to individuals and businesses making donations to nonprofit
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scholarship foundations using the donated funds to award scholarships to certain students in grades K-12
attending nonpublic schools. Eligible scholarship recipients are students in grades K-12 with a finalized
individualized education program (IEP) in place or whose annual household income is not in excess of 300
percent of the federal poverty guidelines.
The bill defines an eligible pre-kindergarten child as a child who is (i) a resident of Virginia, (ii) an at-risk fouryear-old unserved by Head Start programs, and (iii) enrolled in or attending a nonpublic pre-kindergarten
program. In addition, the family of the child (a) cannot have annual household income in excess of 300 percent
of the current poverty guidelines or 400 percent of such guidelines if an IEP has been written and finalized for
the child, (b) must be homeless as defined in 42 U.S.C. § 11302, or (c) must include parents or guardians of the
child who are school dropouts.

HB1965

HB1966

HB1981

The bill defines a nonpublic pre-kindergarten program as a preschool program designed for child development
and kindergarten preparation (1) that complies with nonpublic school accreditation requirements
administered by the Virginia Council for Private Education (VCPE) or (2) that is participating in Virginia Quality
(a partnership between the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation and the Office of Early Childhood
Development of the Department of Social Services) with a current designation of at least Level 3 under such
rating system. The bill includes several other curriculum and administrative requirements that must be met by
a nonpublic pre-kindergarten program in order for children attending the program to be eligible to receive
scholarships under the tax credit program. Under the bill, VCPE or the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation will
certify nonpublic pre-kindergarten programs meeting such curriculum and administrative requirements.
Two-Year College Transfer Grant Program; Expected Family Contribution. Broadens eligibility for the TwoYear College Transfer Grant Program by including students whose Expected Family Contribution, as calculated
by the federal government using the family's financial information reported on the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA), is no more than $12,000. Currently the program is available only to students whose
Expected Family Contribution is no more than $8,000. The bill does not affect additional eligibility
requirements for the Two-Year College Transfer Grant Program.
Education improvement scholarships tax credit; eligibility requirements and benefits for students with a
disability. Expands the education improvement scholarships tax credit program by removing the requirement
that a child with a disability be a student enrolled or recently enrolled in public school in order to be eligible.
The bill reduces the penalty for failure to fully disburse all donations received from 200 percent to 100 percent
of unused donations. The bill increases the scholarship amount available for an eligible child with a disability
from 100 percent to 400 percent of the per-pupil amount distributed to the local school division as the state's
share of the standards of quality costs.
School Divisions of Innovation. Requires the Board to promulgate regulations for the designation of School

Massie

01/30/17 House: Vote: BLOCK VOTE
PASSAGE (98-Y 0-N)
01/31/17 Senate: Referred to
Committee on Education and Health

Massie

01/30/17 House: Stricken from
docket by Finance by voice vote

Greason

02/06/17 House: Engrossed by
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HB2015

HB2041

HB2250
HB2299

HB2342

Divisions of Innovation in which the local school board in the local school division so designated shall, pursuant
to a plan of innovation, be exempted from certain regulatory and statutory provisions and be permitted to
adopt alternative policies for school administrators, teachers, and staff to meet the diverse needs of students
and to improve student learning; educational performance; and college, career, and citizenship readiness skills
in each school in the local school division.
DRIVE SMART Virginia Education Fund. Establishes a method by which holders of an account for an electronic
toll collection device that is the property of the Commonwealth may opt in to make a voluntary contribution
through electronic means to the DRIVE SMART Virginia Education Fund (the Fund), created by the bill. The bill
requires that contributions to the Fund be used solely for the purposes of supporting educational projects
through DRIVE SMART Virginia.
Department of Social Services; Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Scholarship Pilot Program. Directs
the Department of Social Services (the Department) to establish and administer a three-year Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Scholarship Pilot Program (the Program) for the purpose of providing
access to postsecondary educational opportunities to students living in poverty. The Program would provide
prepaid scholarships to select community colleges in the amount of $2,000 per year, to be applied toward the
costs of tuition and books, to 50 to 75 selected students who meet TANF eligibility requirements. The Program
would be funded by the unexpended balance in federal TANF block grant funds. The bill directs the
Commissioner of the Department of Social Services to report to the Governor and the General Assembly no
later than December 1 of each year regarding the effectiveness of and other information about the Program.
Bonds for institutions of higher education. Authorizes issuance of bonds in an amount up to $13,637,000 for
revenue-producing capital projects at institutions of higher education. The bill has an emergency clause.
Comprehensive community colleges; tuition grants. Provides that certain Virginia students who were in foster
care or in the custody of the Department of Social Services or considered a special needs adoption and are
enrolled in a noncredit workforce credential training program in a comprehensive community college may
qualify for a grant for the payment of tuition and fees.
Public schools; regional charter school divisions. Authorizes the Board of Education (Board) to establish
regional charter school divisions consisting of two or more existing school divisions in regions in which one or
more of the underlying school divisions have an enrollment of more than 3,000 students and one or more
schools that have accreditation denied status for two out of the past three years. The bill requires such
regional charter school divisions to be supervised by a school board that consists of eight members appointed
by the Board and one member appointed by the localities of each of the underlying divisions.

House as amended

Villanueva

01/31/17 House: BLOCK VOTE
PASSAGE (97-Y 0-N)
02/01/17 Senate: Referred to
Committee on Transportation

Murphy

02/03/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Jones

02/03/17 House: BLOCK VOTE
PASSAGE (95-Y 0-N)

LaRock

01/24/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Landes

02/04/17 House: Read first time

The bill authorizes the school board, after a review by the Board, to review and approve public charter school
applications in the regional charter school divisions and to contract with the applicant. The bill requires the
state share of Standards of Quality per pupil funding of the underlying school district in which the public
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HB2426

HB2427

HB2434

HJ679

charter school is physically located transferred to such school.
Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program; eligibility; renewal; amount of grants. Changes the student
eligibility criteria for Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program grants by removing the requirement that the
recipient be a dependent and by requiring the recipient to be enrolled full time. The bill places the following
condition of renewal of Program grants: (i) no recipient shall receive a subsequent grant until he has satisfied
the requirements to advance to the next class level; (ii) no recipient shall receive more than one year of
support per class level for a maximum total of two years of support at an associate-degree-granting public
institution of higher education or more than one year of support per class level for a maximum total of four
years of support at a baccalaureate public institution of higher education; and (iii) no recipient shall receive
more than a combined lifetime total of four years of support. The bill permits public institutions of higher
education to use Program funds to provide larger awards to students in a higher class level or to students who
enroll in 15 or more credit hours per semester. The provisions of the bill become effective beginning with the
first-time entering freshman class of the fall 2018 academic year.
Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program; grants. Makes several changes to the Virginia Guaranteed
Assistance Program (Program),including adding requirements that (i) each student eligible for the Program
receive a grant from the institution's appropriations for undergraduate student financial assistance before
grants are awarded to students with equivalent remaining need,(ii) each eligible student receive a Program
grant in an amount greater than other grants awarded to students with equivalent remaining need, (iii) each
eligible student receive a Program grant in an amount greater than the grant of each eligible student with
equivalent remaining need in the next-lowest class level, and (iv) each Program grant be determined by a
proportionate award schedule adopted by each institution and vary according to each student's remaining
need and the total of tuition, fees, and other necessary charges, including books.
Department of Education; community schools. Requires the Department of Education to establish an
interagency taskforce composed of state and local agencies and entities in the areas of early childhood
development, health, social services, community engagement, family engagement, higher education, and
workforce development for the purpose of developing a pilot program for the establishment of community
schools whereby public elementary and secondary schools serve as centers for the provision of such
community programs and services to students and their families as may be necessary based on the unique
needs of the student population to be served. The bill requires such pilot program to include a process by
which school boards and community partnerships may apply to the Department of Education to designate an
elementary or secondary school in the local school division as a community school. The bill also establishes a
special nonreverting fund in the state treasury for the purpose of providing planning grants for school boards
who seek to apply to the Department of Education through such pilot program for community school
designation.
Study; Joint Committee to Study the Future of Public Elementary and Secondary Education in the

Sickles

02/01/17 House: Incorporated by
Appropriations (HB2427-Cox) by
voice vote

Cox

02/06/17 House: Engrossed by
House – committee substitute
HB2427H1

Rasoul

01/31/17 House: Subcommittee
failed to recommend reporting (3-Y
5-N)

Filler-Corn

01/26/17 House: Tabled in Rules by
voice vote
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HJ791

SB17

SB402

SB985

SB986

Commonwealth; experiential learning and workforce development opportunities in high-demand fields;
report. Directs the Joint Committee to Study the Future of Public Elementary and Secondary Education in the
Commonwealth to study experiential learning and workforce development opportunities for high school
students in high-demand fields.
Early childhood education. Recognizes the importance of early childhood brain development and the early
childhood profession and recognizes and encourages, among other things, the ongoing efforts of the Virginia
Department of Social Services, the Virginia Department of Education, the State Council of Higher Education for
Virginia, the Virginia Community College System, other public institutions of higher education in the
Commonwealth, and other entities that utilize public funds to administer, support, or study early education in
the Commonwealth to collaborate to maximize all existing funding streams and develop and implement
policies and programs to advance the school readiness of children in the Commonwealth from birth to age five
and the school success of children by the critical milestone of third grade.
Grants for donations to science, technology, engineering, or math (STEM) programs at qualified
schools. Establishes a grant program administered by the Board of Education beginning in 2017 for donations
made by STEM organizations to qualified schools. The donations must be used by qualified schools to support
STEM programs. The bill defines qualified schools as those public elementary and secondary schools at which
at least 40 percent of the students qualify for free or reduced lunch. Grants are capped at $50,000 per
organization per year.
Virginia Higher Education Scholarship Act. Requires, beginning with the incoming freshman class of 2017, the
board of visitors of a four-year public institution of higher education to maintain a ratio of the in-state and outof-state student population in each incoming freshman class that is not less than 55 percent in-state students.
The bill stablishes the Virginia Higher Education Scholarship Fund and Program. The program grants
scholarships to the top two percent of graduates from Virginia public high schools. The scholarships pay for
tuition, mandatory fees, room, and board for eight semesters over five years. Recipients may apply the
scholarships to one of nine public institutions of higher education on the basis of the locality of the student's
high school or to Norfolk State University, Virginia Military Institute, or Virginia State University.
Higher education; in-state tuition. Prohibits any percentage increase in in-state tuition or instructional fees for
undergraduate students at Virginia's public institutions of higher education that exceeds the annual
percentage increase, as determined by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, in the Average
Consumer Price Index for all items, all urban consumers (CPI-U), as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics
of the U.S. Department of Labor, from January 1 through December 31 of the year immediately preceding the
affected year.
Higher education; in-state tuition. Prohibits any percentage increase in in-state tuition or instructional fees for
undergraduate students at Virginia's public institutions of higher education that exceeds the annual
percentage increase, as determined by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, in the national
average wage index as defined in § 209(k)(1) of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. 409(k)(1), of the calendar year

Greason

01/31/17 House: Tabled in Rules by
voice vote

Stanley

12/02/16 House: Left in
Appropriations

Garrett
(resigned 1/3)

12/02/16 Senate: Left in Education
and Health

DeSteph

1/25/17: Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance (16-Y 0-N)

DeSteph

1/25/17: Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance (16-Y 0-N)

2017 General Assembly Session – Summary of HRPDC Related Bills │ As of February 6, 2017│ Page 15

Attachment 9

2017 General Assembly Session – Summary of HRPDC Related Bills – February 6, 2017
immediately preceding the affected year.

Higher education; in-state tuition. Prohibits any percentage increase in in-state tuition or instructional fees for
undergraduate students at Virginia's public institutions of higher education that exceeds the annual
percentage increase, as determined by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, of the median
household income in the Commonwealth established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development, of the calendar year immediately preceding the affected year.
Comprehensive community colleges; academic credit. Requires the State Board of Community Colleges to
require each comprehensive community college to develop policies and procedures for awarding academic
credit to enrolled students who have successfully completed a state-approved registered apprenticeship
credential.

DeSteph

1/25/17: Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance (16-Y 0-N)

Ruff

1/30/17 House: Referred to
Committee on Education

SB1087

Higher education; in-state tuition.Prohibits, without the prior statutory approval of the General Assembly, any
percentage increase in in-state tuition or instructional fees for undergraduate students at Virginia's public
institutions of higher education that exceeds twice the annual percentage increase, as determined by the State
Council of Higher Education for Virginia, in the Average Consumer Price Index for all items, all urban consumers
(CPI-U), as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor, from January 1 through
December 31 of the year immediately preceding the affected year.

Sturtevant

1/25/17: Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance (16-Y 0-N)

SB1088

Public institutions of higher education; fixed four-year tuition rate. Requires the governing boards of
baccalaureate public institutions of higher education to annually establish an in-state tuition rate class cap that
identifies the annual amount that the cost of in-state tuition will not exceed for each of the following four
years. The bill prohibits the cost of in-state tuition from exceeding the class rate cap for an in-state student in
the relevant class.
Tax credits related to education; aggregate cap. Allocates 20 percent of any unissued credits in a fiscal year
under the Education Improvement Scholarships tax credit program to the Superintendent of Public Instruction
to be allocated to education programs under the Neighborhood Assistance Act tax credit program during the
next fiscal year. The 20 percent of unissued credits would be added to the current $9 million cap for education
programs under the Neighborhood Assistance Act tax credit program.

Sturtevant

1/25/17: Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance (16-Y 0-N)

DeSteph

01/31/17 Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance (14-Y 1-N)

Virginia Virtual School established. Establishes the Board of the Virginia Virtual School (the Board) as a policy
agency in the executive branch of state government for the purpose of governing the full-time virtual school
programs offered to students enrolled in the Virginia Virtual School (the School). The Secretary of Education is
responsible for such agency. The 14-member Board is given operational control of the School and assigned
powers and duties. Beginning with the 2019-2020 school year, the bill requires the School to be open to any
school-age person in the Commonwealth and to provide an educational program meeting the Standards of
Quality for grades kindergarten through 12, with a maximum enrollment of 5,000 students statewide. The bill

Dunnavant

02/06/17 Senate: Engrossed by
Senate – committee substitute
SB1240S1

SB987

SB999

SB1167

SB1240
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requires the average state share of Standards of Quality per pupil funding for each enrolled student to be
transferred to the School.

SB1246

SB1376

SB1379

SB1405

Comprehensive Services for At-Risk Youth and Families; special education programs. Grants, for a period of
three years, eligibility for funding from the state pool of funds available through the Comprehensive Services
for At-Risk Youth and Families program to children and youth placed for purposes of special education in a
public school special educational program established and funded jointly by a local governing body and school
board pursuant to a Memorandum of Agreement for the purpose of providing special education, related
services, or both within a public day program, when the public school special educational program is able to
provide services comparable to those of an approved private school special educational program, and the
student would require placement in an approved private school special educational program but for the
availability of the public school special educational program.
Public institutions of higher education; public notice of proposed tuition increase. Prohibits the governing
board of a public institution of higher education from approving an increase in tuition or mandatory fees
without first providing students, parents, and the public a brief synopsis of the proposed increase and notice of
the date, time, and location of any vote on the increase at least 30 days prior to such vote and providing an
opportunity for public comment on such proposed increase at a board meeting at least two meetings in
advance of such vote.
Public institutions of higher education; tuition. Requires the governing board of a public institution of higher
education to implement a plan to reduce in-state tuition over the next five years if the total of any budget
surpluses or cash reserves is greater than 150 percent of its cost of education for the total enrollment in actual
attendance during the fiscal year.

Stuart

02/02/17 Senate: Stricken at request
of patron in Education and Health
(14-Y 0-N)

Petersen

02/01/17 Senate: Read third time
and passed Senate (40-Y 0-N)
02/03/17 House: Referred to
Committee on Education

Petersen

1/25/17: Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance (16-Y 0-N)

Public institutions of higher education; notice of proposed tuition increase. Prohibits the governing board of
a public institution of higher education from approving an increase in tuition or mandatory fees without first
publishing in a prominent location on the institution's website a brief synopsis of the proposed increase
including an explanation of the need for such increase and the maximum potential amount of such increase
and notice of the date, time, and location of any vote on the increase at least 30 days prior to such vote. The
bill requires a copy of the synopsis and the notice to be emailed to each student and requires that public
comment be accepted at any hearing on the increase.

Surovell

01/26/17 Senate: Incorporated by
Education and Health (SB1376Petersen) (15-Y 0-N)
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SB1426

Education Improvement Scholarships tax credit. Increases the Education Improvement Scholarships tax credit
from 65 percent to 90 percent of the value of donations made to nonprofit scholarship foundations, beginning
in taxable year 2018.

Stanley

01/31/17 Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance (9-Y 7-N)

SB1427

Educational Improvement Scholarships tax credit; pre-kindergarten eligibility. Expands the educational
improvement scholarships tax credit program by including as eligible scholarship recipients children enrolled in
or attending nonpublic pre-kindergarten programs. The maximum annual scholarship that a child enrolled in or
attending a nonpublic pre-kindergarten program will receive is the lesser of the child's actual educational
expenses or the state share of the grant per child under the Virginia Preschool Initiative for the locality in
which the child resides.

Stanley

02/02/17 Senate: Passed Senate (39Y 0-N 1-A)
02/06/17 House: Referred to
Committee on Finance

Under current law, tax credits are awarded to individuals and businesses making donations to nonprofit
scholarship foundations using the donated funds to award scholarships to certain students in grades K-12
attending nonpublic schools. Eligible scholarship recipients are students in grades K-12 with a finalized
individualized education program (IEP) in place or whose annual household income is not in excess of 300
percent of the federal poverty guidelines.
The bill defines an eligible pre-kindergarten child as a child who is (i) a resident of Virginia, (ii) an at-risk fouryear-old unserved by Head Start programs, and (iii) enrolled in or attending a nonpublic pre-kindergarten
program. In addition, the family of the child (a) cannot have annual household income in excess of 300 percent
of the current poverty guidelines or 400 percent of such guidelines if an IEP has been written and finalized for
the child, (b) must be homeless as defined in 42 U.S.C. § 11302, or (c) must include parents or guardians of the
child who are school dropouts.
The bill defines a nonpublic pre-kindergarten program as a preschool program designed for child development
and kindergarten preparation (1) that complies with nonpublic school accreditation requirements
administered by the Virginia Council for Private Education (VCPE) or (2) that is participating in Virginia Quality
(a partnership between the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation and the Office of Early Childhood
Development of the Department of Social Services) with a current designation of at least Level 3 under such
rating system. The bill includes several other curriculum and administrative requirements that must be met by
a nonpublic pre-kindergarten program in order for children attending the program to be eligible to receive
scholarships under the tax credit program. Under the bill, VCPE or the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation will
certify nonpublic pre-kindergarten programs meeting such curriculum and administrative requirements.
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SB1428

SB1527

Education improvement scholarships tax credit; eligibility requirements and benefits for students with a
disability. Expands the education improvement sc holarships tax credit program by removing the requirement
that a child with a disability be a student enrolled or recently enrolled in public school in order to be eligible.
The bill reduces the penalty for failure to fully disburse all donations received from 200 percent to 100 percent
of unused donations. The bill increases the scholarship amount available for an eligible child with a disability
from 100 percent to 400 percent of the per-pupil amount distributed to the local school division as the state's
share of the standards of quality costs.
Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program; eligibility; renewal; amount of grants. Changes the student

Stanley

02/03/17 Senate: Read third time
and passed Senate (23-Y 17-N)

Saslaw

02/03/17 Senate: Passed Senate (40Y 0-N)

Sturtevant

02/03/17 Senate: Passed Senate (40Y 0-N)

Wagner

02/01/17 Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance (16-Y 0-N)

Peake

01/26/17 Senate: Incorporated by
Education and Health (SB1240 –
Dunnavant) (15-Y 0-N)

eligibility criteria for Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program grants by removing the requirement that the
recipient be a dependent and by requiring the recipient to be enrolled full time. The bill places the following
conditions on renewal of Program grants: (i) no recipient shall receive a subsequent grant until he has satisfied
the requirements to advance to the next class level, as defined in the bill; (ii) no recipient shall receive more than
one year of support per class level for a maximum total of two years of support at an associate-degree-granting
public institution of higher education or more than one year of support per class level for a maximum total of four
years of support at a baccalaureate public institution of higher education; and (iii) no recipient shall receive more
than a combined lifetime total of four years of support. The bill permits public institutions of higher education to
use Program funds to provide larger awards to students in a higher class level or to students who enroll in 15 or
more credit hours per semester. The provisions of the bill become effectivebeginning with the first-time entering
freshman class of the fall 2018 academic year.

SB1534

Public institutions of higher education; course credit; dual enrollment courses. Requires the State Council
of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV), in consultation with the governing board of each public institution of
higher education, to establish a policy for granting undergraduate course credit to any entering freshman student
who has successfully completed a dual enrollment course at a comprehensive community college pursuant to an
agreement for postsecondary degree attainment. The bill requires SCHEV and each public institution of higher
education to make the policy available to the public on their websites.

SB1565

Public institutions of higher education; tuition increases. Prohibits any percentage increase in in-state tuition
or instructional fees for undergraduate students at Virginia's public institutions of higher education that exceeds
the state-mandated salary percentage increase for state employees of the immediately preceding year.

SB1570

Virtual Virginia; availability. Requires that the Virtual Virginia program, established by the Department of
Education, be made available to all public middle and high schools. The bill provides that such program may be
made available to all public elementary schools. Under current law, Virtual Virginia is required to be made
available to public high schools only. The bill also replaces the term "statewide electronic classroom" with "online
learning program" to more accurately reflect the Virtual Virginia program.
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Budget Bill – Amendment Summaries: HB1500 & SB900
Item
Summary
137#1h

138 #2h
138 #3h

138 #4h

Study the Adequacy of Resources to Divisions
Page 118, after line 26, insert:
"I. The Department of Education shall contract for a study to determine the adequacy of resources necessary
to provide school divisions, schools, and students with reasonable opportunities to meet state accountability
requirements. The study will 1) identify the funding required to meet the Standards of Learning, Standards of
Accreditation and Standards of Quality; 2) identify a per pupil base level of funding and per pupil weights for
students with special needs, including such economically disadvantaged students eligible for federal free and
reduced-priced lunch program, students with limited English proficiency and students eligible for special
education services; 3) analyze the effects of concentrations of poverty on the adequacy estimates; 4)
determine the effect of declining enrollment on the fiscal capacity of school divisions; 5) identify gaps in
growth and achievement among student groups and make recommendations for programs that might
address these gaps; 6) identify any relationships between student performance and funding gaps; 7) assess
the effect of quality prekindergarten on school readiness as a factor in the adequacy estimates; 8) make
recommendations on any other factors to be included as part of the adequacy study; 9) conduct a review of
adequacy studies carried out in other states and report on best practices and recommendations, and; 10)
make recommendations on implementation of the report's recommendations. A preliminary report outlining
the parameters of the study shall be presented to the Board of Education and the House Appropriations,
House Education,Senate Finance and Senate Education and Health Committees by December 15, 2018 with a
final report due by November 15, 2019."
This amendment provides $1.0 million the second year from the general fund to the Department of
Education to contract for a study to determine the adequacy of resources necessary to provide school
divisions, schools, and students with reasonable opportunities to meet state accountability requirements.
The study would require 10 specific major topics to be explored, analyzed and reported during the study
period. A preliminary report outlining the parameters of the study shall be presented to the Board of
Education and the House Appropriations, House Education, Senate Finance and Senate Education and Health
Committees by December 15, 2018 with a final report due by November 15, 2019.
Supplemental Education Assistance Programs
This amendment reduces the funding for supplemental education assistance programs by $20.4 million in the
second year.
Targeted Extended School Year and Year Round Initiative (language only)
This amendment strikes the portion of language in the Targeted Extended School Year and Year Round
Initiative that requires any school that has successfully participated in the program for three consecutive
years to pay the local match based on its composite index rather than to continue to pay the local match
based on the current 20% requirement.
Expand Teacher Residency Program
This amendment provides $2.0 million the second year from the general fund for the Teacher Residency
Program grants in addition to the $1.0 million added in the introduced budget. The grant funds may be used

Patron

Fund Information

O’Quinn

Second Year – FY18: $1 million GF
Department of Education, Central
Office Operations

Landes

Second Year – FY18: ($20,393,945)
Direct Aid to Public Education

McQuinn

Direct Aid to Public Education

McQuinn

Second Year – FY18: $2 million
Direct Aid to Public Education

2017 General Assembly Session – Summary of HRPDC Related Bills │ As of February 6, 2017│ Page 20

Attachment 9

2017 General Assembly Session – Summary of HRPDC Related Bills – February 6, 2017

138#7h

138 #9h

138#12h

for partnerships between university master's degree residency programs and school divisions. VCU and ODU
currently have successful partnerships, but need additional funding to retain and expand their respective
programs. These residency programs provide new teachers the tools and training they need to succeed in
challenging urban school environments. Further, the additional funding may be provided to other universities
to place master's level-trained teachers in challenged school divisions as well as for administrative and
professional support and training costs, plus stipends for master's degree students.
SPARK Summer Program
Page 125, after line 48, insert:
"DD. Out of this appropriation, $200,000 the second year from the general fund is provided to the Newport
News School Division to administer the SPARK pilot program for at-risk youth. The Program provides a safe
environment for children during the summer with meaningful instruction."
This amendment provides $200,000 the second year from the general fund to the Newport News school
division for the SPARK summer enrichment program. The risk of the achievement gap over the summer is
reduced when students have a safe environment, breakfast, lunch, and meaningful instruction over the
months where there are not as many educational opportunities available. In 2015, the Newport News Public
Schools System had an unexpected surplus and chose to invest in starting a pilot SPARK program for students
residing in the southeast community of Newport News. That area had been riddled with gang activity, high
numbers of youth violent crimes, and large concentrated pockets of poverty. The SPARK program, in
conjunction with a summer employment program, was attributed to helping reduce juvenile arrest by 27% in
2015. In 2016, the program was expanded from 2000 students in one area of the city to 6000 students from
multiple areas of the city that have high numbers of youth in high crime and impoverished areas.
Vocational Lab Pilot (language only)
Page 119, strike line 33.
Page 119, after line 47, insert:
"Vocational Lab Pilot $0
$480,000".
Page 125, strike lines 47 through 48.
Page 125, after line 48, insert:
"DD. Out of this appropriation, $480,000 is provided the second year from the general fund to establish
Career and Technical Education Vocational Laboratory pilots that will be located within the Chesterfield and
Virginia Beach school divisions and within the Virginia Aviation Academy located in the Newport News school
division. These three vocational-based labs will be developed and focused on advanced, augmented and
virtual reality related education."
This amendment redirects $480,000 the second year from the new summer cyber camp to be used to
develop three new Vocational Laboratory pilots that focus on advanced, augmented and virtual reality
related education experience.
Expand Tuition Eligibility for College Students (language only)
This language amendment expands tuition eligibility for college students that are enrolled full-time or parttime in approved undergraduate or graduate teacher education programs for (i) critical teacher shortage
disciplines, such as special education, chemistry, physics, earth and space science, foreign languages, or

Price

Second Year – FY18: $200,000
Direct Aid to Public Education

Yancey

Direct Aid to Public Education

Leftwich

Direct Aid to Public Education
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144 #1h
137 #1s

138 #2s

138 3#s

technology education or (ii) as students meeting the qualifications in § 22.1-290.01, Code of Virginia, who
have been identified by a local school board to teach in any discipline or at any grade level in which the
school board has determined that a shortage of teachers exists; or (iii) those students seeking degrees in
Career and Technical education. Minority students may be enrolled in any content area for teacher
preparation and male students may be enrolled in any approved elementary or middle school teacher
preparation program. Eligible college students receive scholarship up to $10,000 per year in exchange for
agreeing to teach for a certain period of time after graduation.
SCHEV – Increase TAG Award (language only)
This amendment increases the tuition assistance grant maximum award to $3,350 in FY 18.
Education Adequacy Study
"I. The Board of Education shall contract for a study to determine the adequacy of resources necessary to
provide school divisions, schools, and students with reasonable opportunities to meet state accountability
requirements. The study will 1) identify the funding required to meet the Standards of Learning, Standards of
Accreditation, and Standards of Quality; 2) identify a per pupil base level of funding and per pupil weights for
students with special needs, including economically disadvantaged students eligible for the federal free and
reduced-price lunch program, students with limited English proficiency, and students eligible for special
education services, 3) analyze the effects of concentrations of poverty on the adequacy estimates; 4)
determine the effect of declining enrollment on the fiscal capacity of school divisions; 5) identify gaps in
growth and achievement among student groups and make recommendations for programs that might
address these gaps; 6) identify any relationships between student performance and funding gaps; 7) assess
the effect of quality prekindergarten on school readiness as a factor in the adequacy estimates; 8) make
recommendations on any other factors to be included as part of the adequacy study; 9) conduct a review of
adequacy studies carried out in other states and report on best practices and recommendations; and 10)
make recommendations on implementation of the report's recommendations. A preliminary report outlining
the parameters of the study shall be presented to the Board and the House Appropriations Committee, the
House Education Committee, the Senate Finance Committee, and the Senate Education and Health
Committee by December 15, 2018 with a final report due by November 15, 2019."
This amendment provides funding for the Board of Education to contract for a study to determine the
adequacy of resources necessary to provide school divisions, schools, and students with reasonable
opportunities to meet state accountability requirements.
Extended Day/Year School Programs (language only)
Page 122, line 56, remove "After the third consecutive year of successful participation, an eligible school's
grant shall be based on a shared split of the grant between the state and participating school divisions's local
composite index."
This amendment removes language that penalizes the successful transition to an extended school year
schedule. Initial grant awards may be up to $300,000 per school for up to two years after the initial
implementation period, or $400,000 in the case of schools that have a Denied Accreditation status.
Master Teacher Residency Program
The introduced budget added $1.0 million in the second year for this program. This amendment would add

Greason
Chafin

State Council for Higher Education for
Virginia
Department of Education, Central
Office Operations

Dance

Direct Aid to Public Education

Dance

Second Year – FY18: $2 million
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138 #6s

138 #7s

138 #8s

144 #3s

an additional $2.0 million in funding to grants for partnerships between university Master's degree residency
programs and school divisions. VCU and ODU currently have successful partnerships, but need additional
funding to retain and expand their programs. In addition, funding should be provided to additional
universities to place Master's level-trained teachers in other challenged school divisions. These programs
provide new teachers the tools and training they need to succeed in challenging urban school environments.
The costs of running a successful program include administrative and professional support and training costs,
plus stipends for Master's degree students.
Project Discovery
This amendment adds $237,500 to existing second year funding for Project Discovery for an annual funding
level of $850,000 to provide crucial support to existing Partner Agencies and assist long-planned but
unfunded program expansions. Established in 1979, Project Discovery is a post-secondary college access
program currently offered through 22 Virginia Partner Agencies in grades 4 to 12. The program successfully
encourages students to stay in and graduate from high school and provides resources and tools for students
and families to successfully make the transition to post-secondary education. Many participants are firstgeneration college students. Partner Agencies must match, dollar-for-dollar, program support.
Extended Day/Year School Programs (language only)
Page 122, line 56, remove "After the third consecutive year of successful participation, an eligible school's
grant shall be based on a shared split of the grant between the state and participating school divisions's local
composite index."
This amendment removes language that penalizes the successful transition to an extended school year
schedule. Initial grant awards may be up to $300,000 per school for up to two years after the initial
implementation period, or $400,000 in the case of schools that have a Denied Accreditation status.
Master Teacher Residency Program
The introduced budget added $1.0 million in the second year for this program. This amendment would add
an additional $2.0 million in funding to grants for partnerships between university Master's degree residency
programs and school divisions. VCU and ODU currently have successful partnerships, but need additional
funding to retain and expand their programs. In addition, funding should be provided to additional
universities to place Master's level-trained teachers in other challenged school divisions. These programs
provide new teachers the tools and training they need to succeed in challenging urban school environments.
The costs of running a successful program include administrative and professional support and training costs,
plus stipends for Master's degree students.
SCHEV – Funding for Workforce Credential Grant
This amendment provides an additional $25.0 million GF in the second year for the New Economy Workforce
Credential Grant program. The current budget contains $8.5 million GF in the second year for this purpose.

Direct Aid to Public Education

Norment

Second Year – FY18: $237,500
Direct Aid to Public Education

Norment

Direct Aid to Public Education

Norment

Second Year – FY18: $2 million
Direct Aid to Public Education

Wagner

Second Year – FY18: $25 million
State Council of Higher Education for
Virginia
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Emergency Management/Flooding
HB2319

HB2320

National Flood Insurance Program; participation by localities; report. Requires localities any part of whose
occupied land is located in a floodplain as depicted on a current Federal Emergency Management Agency
Flood Boundary Rate Map or Flood Insurance Rate Map to comply with the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) (42 U.S.C. § 4001 et seq.).
The bill requires the Secretary of Natural Resources to issue an annual report no later than November 1 listing
any affected locality that is not in compliance with the NFIP and recommending any legislation necessary to
ensure compliance. The bill also requires the Secretary of Natural Resources to issue a report by November 1,
2018, listing any locality not participating in the Community Rating System of the NFIP and recommending any
legislation necessary to encourage participation.
Hurricane and Flooding Risk Reduction Act of 2017. Establishes the Commonwealth as a Nonfederal Sponsor
of Hurricane and Flooding Risk Reduction Projects. The bill also establishes the Virginia Hurricane and Flooding
Risk Reduction Authority, a Board of Directors for that Authority, and a Governor's Advisory Commission on
Hurricane and Flooding Risk Reduction.

Energy/Environment
HB575

HB1859

HB2311

Energy efficiency programs; total resource cost test. Defines the "total resource cost test" as a test to
determine if the benefit-cost ratio of a proposed energy efficiency program or measure is greater than one.
The measure defines "benefit-cost ratio" as the ratio of the net present value of the total benefits of a program
or measure, including savings and non-energy benefits, to the net present value of the total incremental costs
of implementing that program or measure as calculated over the lifetime of the measures implemented
thereunder. An energy efficiency program or measure that meets the total resource cost test is declared to be
in the public interest. The measure provides that an energy efficiency program or measure that fails the total
resource cost test shall be reviewed by the State Corporation Commission (SCC) under other tests for
approving energy efficiency. The total resource cost test is one of the four tests used by the SCC in assessing
electricity and natural gas utility energy efficiency programs.
Department of Environmental Quality; nonfederally managed hazardous sites; inventory. Directs the
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to publish and update annually a Virginia Nonfederally Managed
Hazardous Site Inventory, consisting of a list of sites of which DEQ is aware that meet certain criteria regarding
the presence of hazardous wastes or other hazardous substances but that are not listed on the federal
National Priorities List. The bill also requires an owner of an inactive nonfederally managed hazardous waste
site to notify DEQ of its existence.
Nutrient Offset Fund; sale of credits. Requires the Director of the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
to use certain funds to purchase nutrient credits for point or nonpoint sources that achieve reductions beyond
the requirements of state or federal law or the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Implementation Plan. The bill

Miyares

02/04/17 House: Read first time

Miyares

01/26/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Sullivan

12/01/16: House: Left in Commerce
and Labor

Lopez

01/18/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Cox

01/24/17 House: Referred to
Committee on Agriculture,
Conservation and Natural Resources
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HJ704

directs DEQ to establish procedures for distributing moneys from the Nutrient Offset Fund with certain
requirements. The bill requires the Director of DEQ to consider the recommendations of the Virginia Economic
Development Partnership and the requirements of the State Water Control Law (§ 62.1-44.2 et seq.) in the sale
of nutrient credits to new or expanding private facilities. The bill also removes the priority given to nutrient
offsets produced from facilities that generate electricity from animal waste. The bill renames nutrient offsets
as nutrient credits.
Study; Secretary of Natural Resources and Secretary of Education; environmental education;
report. Requests that the Secretary of Natural Resources and the Secretary of Education convene and consult
with a group of stakeholders to study the delivery of environmental education in the Commonwealth in light of
the elimination of all staff positions within the Department of Conservation and Recreation's Office of
Environmental Education and the elimination, transfer, and reduction of many of such office's functions.

Bulova

01/26/17 House: Tabled in Rules by
voice vote

Coal ash; treatment by utilities; recycling. Requires electric utilities to recycle as much of their stored coal ash
as is imported into the Commonwealth each year, on a pro rata basis. The bill directs the Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) and the State Water Control Board (the Board) to include in any permit
authorizing the storage of coal ash a requirement that the utility treat an amount of its coal ash equal to its
share of the total amount of coal ash in Virginia multiplied by the amount of ash that is imported that year for
use in concrete or other products. The bill authorizes each utility to recover its treatment costs from its
ratepayers while requiring the utility to make an effort to sell the treated coal ash. Finally, the bill directs the
Department of Transportation to enter into a memorandum of understanding with DEQ as required to permit
the transportation and treatment of coal ash.
SB1518 Recycling; beneficial use. Expands the scope of the recycling programs supported by the Virginia Department
of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to include beneficial use, defined as the use or reuse of a material that
otherwise would become solid waste in a manufacturing process or as landfill cover, aggregate substitute, fuel
substitute, or fill material. The bill provides that any proposal for a certain type of local recycling grant shall be
deemed to meet the eligibility requirements if it includes provisions to increase recycling for beneficial reuse
through a public-private cooperative program. The bill also increases from every four years to every two years
the frequency of the submission of a recycling survey report by a solid waste planning unit or locality. Finally,
the bill directs DEQ to evaluate recycling rates statewide and make recommendations for increasing rates and
to report on its findings by October 1, 2018.
Budget Bill – Amendment Summaries: HB1500 & SB900
Item
Summary

Surovell

02/02/17 Senate: Stricken at request
of Patron in Agriculture,
Conservation and Natural Resources
(15-Y 0-N)

Lewis

01/26/17 Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Agriculture,
Conservation and Natural Resources
with letter (15-Y 0-N)

Patron

Fund Information

369 #1s

Wagner

Department of Environmental Quality

SB1383

Report on State Incentives and Regulatory Changes to Promote Energy Independence (language only)
Page 367, following line 7, insert:
"D. The Department shall report to the Chairmen of the Senate Agriculture, Natural Resources and
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Conservation committee and the House Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources committee no later
than October 1, 2017 on potential state incentives and regulatory changes with respect to the state
implementation plan which will promote energy independence. Such incentives and changes shall give priority
to the elimination of greenhouse gas emissions through the diversion of municipal solid waste from landfills to
recycling facilities, waste-to-energy facilities, and alternative transportation fuel facilities.".
This amendment directs the Department of Environmental Quality to report to the General Assembly by
October 1, 2017 on potential state incentives and regulatory changes that would promote energy
independence.

Housing/Rental Properties

Extension of approvals to address housing crisis. Extends the sunset date for several measures related to
various land use approvals from July 1, 2017, to July 1, 2022. The bill also expands the scope of such measures
that will be subject to the extension to include those measures approved by January 1, 2017.
Virginia Housing Trust Fund; revenue deposits. Provides that 20% of annual recordation tax revenue in excess
of $325 million shall be deposited into the Virginia Housing Trust Fund.

Marshall

02/06/17 House: Engrossed by
House as amended HB1697E

Lopez

HB1936

Derelict and blighted buildings; land banks; receivership. Authorizes a locality to petition the circuit court to
appoint a land bank entity to act as a receiver in certain limited circumstances to repair derelict and blighted
buildings that contains residential dwelling units.

Carr

HB2034

Virginia Residential Property Disclosure Act. Adds two new disclosures required to be made by a seller of
residential real property to a purchaser, one for whether the property is subject to one or more conservation
or other easements and a second for whether the property is subject to a community development authority
approved by a local governing body. The bill also (i) adds a definitions section for the Virginia Residential
Property Disclosure Act, (ii) provides for electronic delivery of required disclosures, and (iii) provides that the
required disclosures provided by the Real Estate Board appear on its website. The bill has numerous technical
amendments
Neighborhood assistance tax credits.

Miller

01/25/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote
02/01/17 House: VOTE: PASSAGE
(96-Y 1-N)
02/02/17 Senate: Referred to
Committee on Local Government
01/25/17 House: VOTE: BLOCK VOTE
PASSAGE (99-Y 0-N)
01/26/17 Senate: Referred to
Committee on General Laws and
Technology

Neighborhood assistance tax credits. Reduces the amount of the tax credit from 65 percent of the value of
donations to neighborhood organizations for taxable years 2012 through 2017 to (i) 60 percent of such
donations for taxable year 2018, (ii) 55 percent of such donations for taxable year 2019, and (iii) 50 percent of
such donations for taxable years 2020 and thereafter.

Mason

HB1697
HB1867

HB2461
SB1137

Bloxom

01/25/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote
01/31/17 Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance (15-Y 0-N)
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SB1165

Neighborhood Assistance Act tax credits; allocation of credits. Requires the Commissioner of Social Services
and the Superintendent of Public Instruction to consider, in allocating credits under the Neighborhood
Assistance Act tax credit program, the past performance of organizations requesting credits, pursuant to
accountability measures established in regulations and guidelines.

DeSteph

02/02/17 Senate: Passed Senate (40Y 0-N)
02/06/17 House: Referred to
Committee on Finance

SB1168

Neighborhood Assistance Act Tax Credit program. Reorganizes the provisions of the Neighborhood Assistance
Act Tax Credit program to set out separate sections for the portions of the program administered by the State
Department of Social Services and the Department of Education. The requirements of the two components of
the program differ slightly, and separating the provisions provides clarity in understanding the application and
allocation process. The bill does not make any substantive changes to the existing program.

DeSteph

02/02/17 Senate: Passed Senate (40Y 0-N)
02/06/17 Senate: Referred to
Committee on Finance

SB1237

Housing authorities; authorization by governing body of town. Provides that the governing body of a town, in
addition to the governing body of a county or city as in current law, may authorize a housing authority to
contract for the construction of additional housing or acquire land for, or purchase material for the
construction or installation of, any sewerage, streets, sidewalks, lights, power, water, or any other facilities for
such additional housing.

Chafin

01/20/17 Senate: Read third time
and passed Senate (38-Y 0-N)
01/30/17 House: Referred to
Committee on General Laws

Norment

02/06/17 Senate: Engrossed by
Senate – committee substitute
SB1578S1

Stanley

02/02/17 Senate: Incorporated by
Local Government (SB1578Norment)

SB1578

Short-term rental of property. Authorizes a locality to adopt an ordinance requiring the registration of persons
offering property for short-term rental. The bill defines "short-term rental" as the provision of a room or space
suitable for sleeping or lodging for less than 30 consecutive days. Persons and entities already licensed related
to the rental or management of property by the Board of Health, the Real Estate Board, or a locality would not be
required to register. The bill authorizes localities to impose fees and penalties on persons who violate the registry
ordinance or who offer short-term rentals that have multiple violations of state or federal laws or ordinances,
including those related to alcoholic beverage control. The bill amends the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Act
to clarify that certain property rented on a short-term basis is considered a bed and breakfast establishment for
purposes of ABC licensing and that the exception from ABC licensing for serving alcoholic beverages to guests in
a residence does not apply if the guest is a short-term lessee of the residence.

SB1579

Short-term rental of property. Affirms the rights of localities to regulate the short-term rental of property, defined
as the provision of space suitable for sleeping or lodging for fewer than 30 days. If a locality allows short-term
rentals, the locality shall require that the person offering property for rental notify adjacent landowners in writing,
obtain local permission to offer the property for rental, and carry a minimum of $500,000 of commercial premises
liability insurance. If a locality prohibits short-term rentals, any person or entity, including an online hosting
platform, that advertises the availability of a short-term rental in the locality shall be subject to a $10,000 fine per
violation.
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Budget Bill – Amendment Summaries: HB1500 & SB900
Item
Summary

Patron

Fund Information

108 #3h

Lopez

First Year – FY17: $8,250,000
Second Year – FY18: $8,250,000
Department of Housing and
Community Development
Department of Housing and
Community Development

111 #1s

Increases Housing Trust Fund; contingent
This amendment increases the Housing Trust Fund by $8,250,000 each year of the biennium but is contingent
upon passage of House Bill 1867, which provides that 20% of annual recordation tax revenue in excess of $325
million shall be deposited into the Virginia Housing Trust Fund
Short Term Rentals (language only)
Page 99, after line 39, insert:
"The appropriation of any funds set forth in this item for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2017 and the Fiscal Year
2018, as enacted by Chapter 780 of the 2016 Acts of Assembly, are conditioned upon the Department of
Housing and Community Development establishing and operating a mandatory registration system for any
person offering property for short-term rental in the Commonwealth. The Department shall assess an annual
$100 fee for each property offered for short-term rental. The Department shall retain the revenues generated
by the fee to cover the costs associated with establishing and maintaining the registry, and to cover any costs
associated with the inspection of short-term rental properties as deemed necessary by the Department to
maintain public safety. As a prerequisite for registration, a person shall provide the Department with proof of
registration with (i) the locality in which the property is located and (ii) the Department of Taxation for the
collection and remittance of all applicable state and local taxes associated with the short-term rental. The
registration list maintained by the Department shall be open to public inspection and copying pursuant to the
Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.).
If a locality determines that property that has not been registered with the Department is offered for shortterm rental, the person offering the short-term rental shall be assessed a $500 penalty. If the locality
determines that property not registered was in fact rented on a short-term basis, the person who offered the
property for short-term rental shall be assessed a $500 penalty for each day that the property is in fact rented.
The penalties generated by this item shall be collected and retained by the locality in which the residential
dwelling is located.
Registration shall not be required pursuant to this Item for persons or entities already licensed by the
Commonwealth or the locality in which the property is located related to the rental or management of
property, including but not limited to licensed real estate professionals, hotels, and bed and breakfast
establishments.
For purposes of this Item, "short-term rental" means the provision of a room or space that is suitable or
intended for occupancy for dwelling, sleeping, or lodging purposes, for a period of fewer than 30 consecutive
days, in exchange for a charge for occupancy."
This amendment would condition certain funding in the Department of Housing and Community Development
on the creation and operation of a registration system for properties offered for short-term rental. The
amendment would also authorize the Department to assess a $100 per property fee to offset the costs of
administering the registration system. In addition, the amendment would establish penalties for persons
offering unregistered properties for short-term rental.

Norment
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Localities/Other
HB1686

Planning district commissions; Indian tribes; membership. Permits Indian tribes recognized by the federal
government to join planning district commissions as members and to negotiate the terms of such membership.

Hodges

HB1977

Charter; City of Williamsburg. Expands membership on the redevelopment and housing authority from five
members to up to seven members, no more than five of whom shall be members of the city council.
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation; regulation of land surveyor
photogrammetrists. Provides for the licensure of land surveyor photogrammetrists by the Board for
Architects, Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, Certified Interior Designers and Landscape Architects. The
bill defines "land surveyor photogrammetrists" and sets the criteria for their licensure.
Board of Trustees; Ft. Monroe Authority. Increases the number of members on the Board of Trustees of the
Ft. Monroe Authority from 12 to 14. The bill removes the Lieutenant Governor as a member of the Board,
provides that the Secretary of Natural Resources and the Secretary of Commerce and Trade shall serve ex
officio without voting privileges, and increases from five to eight the number of nonlegislative citizen members
appointed by the Governor to the Board. The bill provides for the staggering of terms for the three additional
citizen members appointed by the Governor. The bill contains technical amendments.
Term limits; certain public bodies in City of Chesapeake. Provides that members of the Chesapeake Economic
Development Authority, Chesapeake Redevelopment and Housing Authority, Chesapeake Airport Authority,
and Chesapeake Hospital Authority shall be limited to two terms.
City of Chesapeake; pilot program for problem-solving docket. Authorizes the City of Chesapeake to establish
a pilot program to promote public safety and reduce recidivism by creating a problem-solving docket to
address substance abuse, mental illness, issues unique to military service experienced by veterans, and issues
related to previously incarcerated persons. The bill directs the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services, the Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services, and the Department of
Veterans Services to provide assistance to the City of Chesapeake as requested. The bill provides for the City of
Chesapeake to report on the pilot program to the Commissioners of the assisting agencies on or before
November 30, 2018. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2019.
Hampton Roads Sanitation District; adding territory. Adds the County of Surry, excluding the Town of
Claremont, to the Hampton Roads Sanitation District territory. The bill also adds a resident of Surry County as a
potential appointee for the Hampton Roads Sanitation District Commission member who under current law
must be a resident of the City of Suffolk or Isle of Wight County.

Mullin

HB2145

HB2356

HB2449

SB794

SB1311

01/25/17 House: VOTE: BLOCK VOTE
PASSAGE (99-Y 0-N)
01/26/17 Senate: Referred to
Committee on Local Government
02/04/17 House: Read first time

LeMunyon

02/06/17 House: Engrossed by
House – committee substitute
HB2145H1

Helsel

02/06/17 House: Committee
amendment agreed to

Knight

02/06/17 House: Engrossed by
House as amended HB2449E

Cosgrove

01/16/17: Senate: Stricken at the
request of Patron in Courts of Justice
(12-Y 0-N)

Norment

01/30/17 Senate: Read third time
and passed Senate (40-Y 0-N)
02/03/17 House: Assigned CC & T
sub: Subcommittee #1
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SB1572

Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation; regulation of land surveyor
photogrammetrists. Provides for the licensure of land surveyor photogrammetrists by the Board for
Architects, Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, Certified Interior Designers and Landscape Architects. The
bill defines "land surveyor photogrammetrists" and sets the criteria for their licensure.

Stanley

02/03/17 Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in General Laws and
Technology (9-Y 4-N)

SJ336

Commending the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.

Hanger

01/26/17 Senate: Agreed to by
Senate by voice vote
02/03/17 House: Agreed to by House
by voice vote

SB967

Local industrial development authorities; port authority. Authorizes an industrial development authority or a
locality, by ordinance, to create an advisory port authority committee, with powers necessary to operate a
port in the locality and promote commerce. The bill expands the definition of "authority facilities" to include
port facilities.

Cosgrove

01/30/17 Senate: Read third time
and passed Senate (40-Y 0-N)
02/03/17 House: Assigned CC & T
sub: Subcommittee #1

SJ246

Study; inland port facility in the Roanoke Region and New River Valley; report. Requests the Secretary of
Transportation to study the feasibility of an additional inland port facility in the Roanoke Region and New River
Valley.

Edwards

02/02/17 Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Rules by voice vote

Garrett

02/02/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Jones

02/06/17 House: Engrossed by
House – committee substitute
HB2251H1

Ports

Retirement
HB1967

HB2251

Virginia Retirement System; stress testing and reporting policies. Requires the Virginia Retirement System
(VRS) to formally adopt stress testing and additional reporting policies. The bill requires VRS to analyze and
regularly report on projections of benefit levels, pension costs, liabilities, and debt reduction under various
scenarios; to provide a detailed online statement of investment policy and include investment performance
data in certain timeframes up to 25 years; and to report investment performance and expenses such as carried
interest fees.
Virginia Retirement System; optional defined contribution retirement plan. Requires the Virginia Retirement
System (VRS) to establish an optional defined contribution retirement plan for state and local employees.
Participation in the plan is in lieu of other retirement plans offered by VRS. Employees hired on or after July 1,
2019, shall make an irrevocable election whether to participate in the plan. A person who is employed on June
30, 2019, shall make an irrevocable election by October 31, 2019, to participate in the new retirement plan
beginning January 1, 2020, in lieu of his retirement plan at the time. If such employee elects to participate in
the new plan, his retirement plan at the time of election will be "frozen" and not increase because of
compensation earned or years of service earned while participating in the new plan. Under the plan, the
employer makes a mandatory contribution in the amount of 8.5 percent of the employee's compensation, and
the employee contributes five percent of his compensation.
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SB881

SB1181

Virginia Retirement System (VRS); receipt of retirement allowance while employed in a covered
position. Permits a person who has attained the age of 62 to receive a retirement allowance from VRS and be
employed in a VRS covered position. The years of service and the compensation earned during such
employment do not affect the amount of the retirement allowance during or after such employment.
Virginia Retirement System; return to employment by retired public safety employees. Authorizes a person
retired from a public safety position and receiving a service retirement allowance to continue to receive such
retirement allowance if rehired in a position covered for retirement purposes. The bill provides that such new
employment does not affect the person's retirement benefit and that such employee is not eligible to
participate in the cash match plan, the group insurance program, or the sickness and disability program.

Spruill

02/01/17 Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance with letter
(14-Y 1-N)

Reeves

01/31/17 Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance with letter
(14-Y 1-N)

Sales and use tax; nexus for out-of-state businesses. Provides that storage of inventory in the Commonwealth
is sufficient nexus to require out-of-state businesses to collect sales and use tax on sales to customers in the
Commonwealth.

Hanger

01/30/17 Senate: Read third time
and passed Senate (40-Y 0-N)
02/02/17 House: Referred to
Committee on Finance

Byron

02/04/17 House: Read first time

Kilgore

02/03/17 House: Passed by for the
day

Taxes
SB962

Telecommunications/Broadband
HB2108

HB2196

Virginia Broadband Deployment Act. Provides that a locality or a locality's affiliate may own and operate a
broadband or Internet communications system, including ownership or lease of fiber optic or other
communications lines and facilities, to provide broadband expansion services if a variety of conditions are met,
including a report or study by an independent consulting firm knowledgeable and experienced in analyzing
broadband deployment, such as the Center for Innovative Technology, which report or study specifically
identifies any unserved areas. An unserved area is an area in which broadband speeds are not generally
available from any provider. The bill defines "broadband speeds" as average Internet speeds of both 10 Mbps
or more download and 1 Mbps or more upload. A locality or a locality's affiliate that seeks or desires to provide
"overbuild broadband services," shall not do so unless it complies with various operating requirements. The bill
defines "overbuild broadband services" as broadband or Internet services offered by a locality or its affiliate in
exchange for compensation that do not qualify as internal government services or broadband expansion
services. The bill also repeals several disclosure exclusions related to local telecommunications services that
currently exist under the Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.).
Wireless communications infrastructure.Provides a uniform procedure for the way in which wireless
communications infrastructure is approved by localities and approved and installed in public rights-of-way.
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Budget Bill – Amendment Summaries: HB1500 & SB900
Item
Summary

Patron

Fund Information

109 #1h

Virginia Broadband Telecommunications Initiative (language only)
This amendment reduces some restrictions and broadens the number of potential funding recipients.

Lopez

Department of Housing and
Community Development

Virginia Broadband Telecommunications Initiative
Page 98, line 21, strike “$1,250,000” and insert “$2,750,000”.
This amendment increases funding by $1.5 million from the general fund the second year for the Virginia
Telecommunications Initiative (Broadband) which provides financial assistance to supplement construction
costs by private sector broadband service providers to extend service to areas that presently are unserved.
Broadband Assistance to Localities
This amendment increases funding for CIT’s Broadband Planning and Assistance to Localities in the second
year by $125,000 from the general fund.

Levine

Second Year – FY18: $1.5 million GF

109 #3h

428 #1h

Veterans /Military
HB1841

HB2357

HJ632
SB330

Department of Housing and
Community Development
Byron

Second Year - FY18: $125,000
Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Investment Authority

Virginia Veteran Entrepreneurship Grant Program and Fund. Establishes the Virginia Veteran
Entrepreneurship Grant Program and Fund to provide grants to eligible providers of educational, training, or
other services to veterans in the areas of starting their own business, purchasing a franchise, or other
entrepreneurial endeavors and to assist such service providers in offering resources to veterans for the startup of new veteran-owned business operations in the Commonwealth. The bill has an expiration date of July 1,
2019, and provides that if the Program and Fund are not reauthorized by the General Assembly, moneys in the
Fund shall revert to the general fund.
Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program; eligibility. Extends the benefits of the Virginia
Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program to the spouse or child of a veteran with at least a 90
percent permanent, service-related disability. Under current law, the spouse or child would be eligible for
benefits only if the veteran's disability was incurred during military operations against terrorism, on a
peacekeeping mission, as a result of a terrorist act, or in any armed conflict. The bill also requires the
Department of Veterans Services to define "armed conflict" pursuant to regulation.
Commending Naval Station Norfolk.

Stolle

01/24/17 House: Referred to
Committee on Appropriations

Torian

02/02/17 House: Read first time

Stolle

In-state tuition; members of the Virginia National Guard. Provides that any member of the Virginia National
Guard residing in Virginia shall be eligible for in-state tuition at a public institution of higher education.

Lewis

01/19/17 Senate: Agreed to by
Senate by voice vote
12/02/16 Senate: Left in Finance
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SB528

Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program; eligibility. Extends the benefits of the Virginia
Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program to the spouse or child of a veteran with at least a 90
percent permanent, service-related disability. Under current law, the spouse or child would be eligible for
benefits only if the veteran's disability was incurred during military operations against terrorism, on a
peacekeeping mission, as a result of a terrorist act, or in any armed conflict.

Stuart

12/02/16 Senate: Left in Finance

SB1114

Virginia Veteran Entrepreneurship Grant Program and Fund. Establishes the Virginia Veteran
Entrepreneurship Grant Program and Fund to provide grants to eligible providers of educational, training, or
other services to veterans in the areas of starting their own business, purchasing a franchise, or other
entrepreneurial endeavors and to assist such service providers in offering resources to veterans for the startup of new veteran-owned business operations in the Commonwealth. The bill has an expiration date of July 1,
2019, and provides that if the Program and Fund are not reauthorized by the General Assembly, moneys in the
Fund shall revert to the general fund.
Dependents of certain military personnel; in-state tuition. Provides that dependents of active duty military
personnel and veterans who are eligible to receive educational assistance under the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill and
have transferred the educational assistance to the dependent are eligible to receive in-state tuition if the
military personnel or veteran within the last five years was (i) assigned to a permanent duty station or
workplace in the Commonwealth, the District of Columbia, or a state contiguous to the Commonwealth and
resided in the Commonwealth; (ii) assigned unaccompanied orders and immediately prior to receiving such
unaccompanied orders was assigned to a permanent duty station or workplace in the Commonwealth, the
District of Columbia, or a state contiguous to the Commonwealth and resided in the Commonwealth; or (iii)
assigned unaccompanied orders with the Commonwealth listed as the designated place move.
Virginia Public Building Authority; Military Mission Improvement and Expansion projects. Authorizes the
Virginia Public Building Authority to finance or assist in the financing of certain activities connected with
Military Mission Improvement and Expansion projects (MMIE projects), defined by the bill as a project or
projects recommended by the Commission on Military Installations and Defense Activities and approved by the
Governor that are designed to improve, expand, develop, or redevelop a federal or state military installation to
enhance such installation's military value.

McPike

02/02/17 Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance (16-Y 0-N)

McPike

01/26/17: Stricken at request of
patron in Education and Health (15-Y
0-N)

Reeves

02/06/17 Senate: Passed Senate (40Y 0-N)

Commending Naval Station Norfolk

Wagner

01/27/17 House: Agreed to by House
by voice vote

Patron

Fund Information

Torian

Second Year – FY18: $900,000
State Council for Higher Education for
Virginia

SB1121

SB1156

SJ294

Budget Bill – Amendment Summaries: HB1500 & SB900
Item
Summary
144 #2h

SCHEV – Expand VMSDEP
This amendment requests additional general fund to support expansion of the Virginia Military Survivors and
Dependents Program.
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144 #4s

SCHEV – In-State Tuition Status for Military Dependents
This amendment is a companion to SB 1121 that would provide in-state tuition for dependents of military
personnel that were stationed in Virginia at some point during the past five years, for the purpose of using GI
Bill education benefits. A fiscal impact statement has not been provided at this time. The amount in this
amendment is a placeholder until that information can be obtained.

McPike

Second Year – FY18: $250,000
State Council of Higher Education for
Virginia

Conservation of ground water. Directs the State Water Control Board to establish a voluntary ground water
conservation incentive program. The program is designed to provide incentives to those ground water
permittees who agree to adopt measures that would (i) substantially reduce their reliance on ground water, (ii)
transition to alternative water sources, or (iii) develop necessary infrastructure. The permittee would have to
agree to either a 50 percent reduction in the amount authorized by its permit or certificate that is in effect on
January 1, 2015, or achieve a comparable level of conservation by any combination of authorized withdrawal
amount reduction and alternative options approved by the Board. These conditions are referred to as
"qualification criteria" and will be used to determine the permittee's eligibility for the program. If a permittee
is accepted into the program he will have a transition period, not to exceed 15 years, to meet the criteria. Each
permittee that agrees to the qualification will have the benefit of a "regulatory certainty" period of 20 years
during which the amount of withdrawal cannot be reduced, except in limited circumstances.
Onsite sewage systems. Clarifies that designs for treatment works from individuals licensed as professional
engineers shall comply with horizontal setback requirements applicable to public and private drinking water
sources, lakes and other impounded waters, streams and rivers, shellfish waters, and karst-related surface
features necessary to protect public health and the environment. The bill also provides that effluent and
ground water sampling requirements of the Board of Health shall not apply to alternative onsite sewage
systems sized at 1,000 gallons per day or smaller unless a Notice of Violation has been issued and that the
Board of Health shall not have the authority to regulate, restrict, define, or prohibit any ground modification or
improvement techniques associated with standard engineering practice for the purpose of meeting any
performance requirements.
Local stormwater management utility; waiver of charges; stormwater retained on site. Requires any locality
establishing a stormwater management utility to waive charges for a person whose approved stormwater
management plan indicates that the stormwater produced by his property is retained and treated on site.

Jones

12/01/16: House: Left in Agriculture,
Chesapeake and Natural Resources

Hodges

12/01/16: House: Left in Health,
Welfare and Institutions

Webert

Stormwater and erosion control; local rural development growth areas; best management practices
bank. Directs the State Water Control Board to adopt regulations establishing a rural development growth
(RDG) area program for adoption by certain localities. The bill requires each RDG area to follow a public road
and requires development in an RDG area to obey certain existing regulatory minimum standards. The bill also
directs the Board to adopt regulations allowing the operation of regional stormwater best management
practices banks (RSP banks) in Planning District 18. An RSP bank would treat runoff from roadside drainage
ditches in order to provide off-site credits to RDG areas.

Hodges

02/01/17 House: VOTE: PASSAGE
(93-Y 4-N 1-A)
02/02/17 Senate: Referred to
Committee on Local Government
02/06/17 House: Read third time
and passed House BLOCK VOTE (97-Y
0-N)

Water (including Chesapeake Bay, Lead, Stormwater)
HB1065

HB1080

HB1597

HB1774
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HB1870

HB2008

HB2009

HB2012

HB2076

HB2089

Discharge of deleterious substance into state waters; notice. Requires any person who unlawfully discharges
any deleterious substance into state waters to give written notice to the State Water Control Board. Current
law requires written notice to be given only to the Department of Environmental Quality. The bill also requires
the Board or the Department to give the reported discharge information to local newspapers, television
stations, and radio stations as soon as practicable after receiving it.
Stormwater; erosion and sediment control; 10,000 square foot minimum disturbance. Increases from 2,500
square feet to 10,000 square feet the minimum area of land disturbance within a Chesapeake Bay Preservation
Area that triggers the applicability of erosion or stormwater management programs. Current law establishes a
10,000-square-foot threshold for land-disturbing activities that are located outside of Chesapeake Bay
Preservation Areas.
Stormwater and erosion management; administration of program by certified third party. Authorizes the
hiring of certified third-party professionals to administer any or all aspects of a program for the management
of stormwater and erosion, including plan review, inspection, and enforcement, on behalf of (i) an erosion and
stormwater management program authority, which is the State Water Control Board or a locality approved by
the State Water Control Board, or (ii) a stormwater management program authority, which can be a locality, a
state entity, or another type of entity.
Stormwater; failed best management practice. Directs the State Water Control Board to adopt regulations
that (i) define a failed best management practice (Failed BMP), (ii) establish criteria for determining whether a
particular installed BMP qualifies as a Failed BMP, and (iii) direct the Department of Environmental Quality, at
the request of the locality, to assume, by contract with the locality, the responsibility for enforcing the
operation and maintenance obligations of the owner of a Failed BMP. The bill defines a BMP for purposes of
the Stormwater Management Act (§ 62.1-44.15:24 et seq.) as a structural practice, nonstructural practice, or
other management practice used to prevent or reduce nutrient loads associated with stormwater from
reaching surface waters or the adverse effects thereof.
State Water Control Board; stormwater management programs; regulations; professional license. Directs the
State Water Control Board to adopt regulations requiring that all plan elements, specifications, or calculations
whose preparation requires a license in engineering, architecture, soil science, or a related profession be
signed and sealed by a licensed professional. The bill requires the regulations to be effective no later than July
1, 2018, and exempts them from certain provisions of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.).
Local school boards; school buildings; potable water; lead testing. Requires each local school board to
develop and implement a plan to test potable water from sources identified by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency as high priority as often as is required of the supplying public water system by the Virginia
Department of Health's Office of Drinking Water, giving priority in such testing plan to schools whose school
building was constructed, in whole or in part, before 1986. The bill requires such plan and the results of each
such test to be posted on the local school board's website and transmitted to and archived by the Virginia

Lopez

01/26/17 House: Subcommittee
failed to recommend reporting (2-Y
4-N)

Hodges

02/01/17 House: Stricken from
docket by Agriculture, Chesapeake
and Natural Resources by voice vote

Hodges

01/30/17 House: VOTE: BLOCK VOTE
PASSAGE (98-Y 0-N)
01/31/17 Senate: Referred to
Committee on Agriculture,
Conservation and Natural Resources

Hodges

02/01/17 House: Stricken from
docket by Agriculture, Chesapeake
and Natural Resources by voice vote

Wilt

01/30/17 House: VOTE: BLOCK VOTE
PASSAGE (98-Y 0-N)
02/06/17 Senate: Constitutional
reading dispensed (40-Y 0-N)

Kory

01/27/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

2017 General Assembly Session – Summary of HRPDC Related Bills │ As of February 6, 2017│ Page 35

Attachment 9

2017 General Assembly Session – Summary of HRPDC Related Bills – February 6, 2017

HB2383

HB2384

HJ636

HJ639

HJ813

Department of Health's Office of Drinking Water. The bill stipulates that if the result of any such test indicates
a level of lead in the potable water that is at or above 20 parts per billion, the school board shall develop,
implement, and post on its website a plan to remediate the level of lead in the potable water to below 20 parts
per billion and confirm such remediation by retesting the water at two consecutive six-month intervals.
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ); combined sewer overflow (CSO) outfalls; Chesapeake Bay
Watershed. Directs DEQ to identify the owner of any combined sewer overflow outfall that discharges into the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed and to determine what actions by the owner are necessary to bring the outfall into
compliance with Virginia law, the federal Clean Water Act, and the Presumption Approach described in the
CSO Control Policy of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The bill requires any owner of such an
outfall to bring it into compliance with the EPA policy by July 1, 2024, and, until compliance is achieved, to
annually report its progress to DEQ. The bill requires DEQ to provide all such reports to certain legislative
committees, the Virginia delegation to the Chesapeake Bay Commission, the Secretary of Natural Resources,
and the Governor. The bill does not apply to any outfall for which a higher level of control is necessary to
comply with a TMDL.
Drinking water; lead levels. Directs the State Board of Health to adopt regulations establishing the action level
for lead in drinking water as 10 parts per billion beginning January 1, 2018, and as five parts per billion
beginning January 1, 2022. The bill authorizes the Board to establish lower action levels for lead in drinking
water.
Study; economic impacts of litter on fishing, farming, and water quality in urban streams; report. Requests
the Department of Environmental Quality to study the economic impact of litter on fishing, farming, water
quality, and other components of Virginia's economy and to propose strategies, campaigns, and necessary
state actions to protect the economy of the Commonwealth from harm caused by litter and promote Virginia's
economic welfare.
Study; Office of Drinking Water; study of the Commonwealth's drinking water infrastructure and oversight
of the drinking water system; report. Requests the Office of Drinking Water of the Department of Health (the
Office) to study the Commonwealth's drinking water infrastructure and oversight of the drinking water system.
In conducting its study, the Office shall (i) identify problems or issues that may result in contamination of the
Commonwealth's drinking water supply with lead or copper or increase the likelihood of contamination of the
Commonwealth's drinking water supply with lead or copper and (ii) develop recommendations for addressing
such problems or issues.
Commending the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.

Lingamfelter

02/06/17 House: Read third time
and passed House BLOCK VOTE (97-Y
0-N)

Lopez

01/31/17 House: Subcommittee
recommends laying on the table by
voice vote

Krizek

01/26/17 House: Tabled in Rules by
voice vote

Lopez

01/26/17 Senate: Tabled in Rules by
voice vote

Lingamfelter

01/26/17 Senate: Agreed to by
Senate by voice vote
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SB698

Dam Safety, Flood Prevention and Protection Assistance Fund. Authorizes the Director of the Department of
Conservation and Recreation to disburse moneys from the Fund in the form of grants to private entities that
own dams in order to protect public safety and welfare. The grants can be used for the design, repair, and the
safety modifications of dams identified in safety reports. The bill specifies homeowners' associations and
planned unit developments among those private entities owning dams that are eligible to receive grants and
loans from the Fund.

Wexton

12/02/16 Senate: Left in Finance

SB925

Plastic bag tax in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. Imposes a five-cent per bag tax on plastic bags provided to
customers by certain retailers in localities located wholly within the Chesapeake Bay Watershed and directs
revenues to be used to support the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Implementation Plan. The bill also allows every
retailer that collects the tax to retain one cent of the five-cent tax.
Water Quality Improvement Fund; water reuse facilities. Includes technologies in water reuse facilities that
result in the reduction of nutrient discharges in the definition of nutrient removal technology.

Petersen

01/18/17 Senate: Passed by
indefinitely in Finance (10-Y 4-N)

Dance

1/19/17 Senate: Stricken at request
of Patron in Agriculture,
Conservation, and Natural Resources
(15-Y 0-N)

State Water Control Board; stormwater management programs; regulations; professional license. Directs the
State Water Control Board to adopt regulations requiring that all plan elements, specifications, or calculations
whose preparation requires a license in engineering, architecture, soil science, or a related profession be
signed and sealed by a licensed professional. The bill requires the regulations to be effective no later than July
1, 2018, and exempts them from certain provisions of the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.).

Obenshain

01/25/17 House: Read third time
and passed Senate (40-Y 0-N)
01/31/17 House: Referred to
Committee on Agriculture,
Chesapeake and Natural Resources

Patron

Fund Information

Lopez

First Year – FY17: $4 million
Second Year – FY18: $4 million
Department of Health

Minchew

Second Year – FY18: $43,434,326
Natural Resources - Department of
Conservation and Recreation

SB984

SB1127

Budget Bill – Amendment Summaries: HB1500
Item
Summary
297 #1h

364 #3h

Increase Funds for Water Supply Assistance Grant Fund
This amendment adds $4.0 million from the general fund each year to increase funding for the Water Supply
Assistance Grant Fund to support the replacement of lead service lines throughout the Commonwealth. The
additional funding should be able to help replace about 800 lead service lines each year in Virginia.
Fully Fund Ag BMP Requirements
Page 362, after line 40, insert:
"Q.1. $43,434,326 the second year from the unappropriated balances of the general fund shall be deposited
to the Virginia Water Quality Improvement Fund established under the Water Quality Improvement Act of
1997. Of this amount, $1,100,000 shall be appropriated to the department for the following specified
statewide uses: $1,000,000 shall be used for the Commonwealth's match for participation in the Federal
Conservation Enhancement Program (CREP) and $100,000 shall be utilized as cost-share for the development
of nutrient management plans for golf courses.
2. Of the remaining amount, $42,334,326 is authorized for transfer to the Virginia Natural Resources
Commitment Fund, a subfund of the Water Quality Improvement Fund. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the funds transferred to the Virginia Natural Resources Commitment Fund shall be distributed by the
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364 #5h

364 #6h

department upon approval of the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board in accordance with the board's
developed policies, as follows: $17,254,207 for Agricultural Best Management Practices Cost-Share Assistance
where of this amount $10,352,524 shall be used for matching grants for Agricultural Best Management
Practices on lands in the Commonwealth exclusively or partly within the Chesapeake Bay watershed,
$6,901,683 shall be used for matching grants for Agricultural Best Management Practices on lands in the
Commonwealth exclusively outside the Chesapeake Bay watershed, and $5,080,119 shall be appropriated for
Technical Assistance for Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Districts.
3. Of the remaining amount, $20,000,000 shall be appropriated for the implementation of previously
approved livestock stream exclusion practices. Of this amount, $10,000,000 shall be used for practices on
lands in the Commonwealth exclusively or partly within the Chesapeake Bay watershed, and $10,000,000
shall be used for practices on lands in the Commonwealth exclusively outside the Chesapeake Bay
watershed."
This amendment provides level funding for agriculture best management practices cost share program from
fiscal year 2017 to fiscal year 2018.
Use WQIF Reserve for Ag BMPs
Page 361, after line 8, insert:
"5. In the second year, $8,274,474 in the Water Quality Improvement Fund Reserve held by the Department
of Conservation and Recreation and established pursuant to Item 363 B is authorized for transfer to the
Virginia Natural Resources Commitment Fund, a subfund of the Virginia Water Quality Improvement Fund
established under the Water Quality Improvement Act of 1997. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the monies transferred to the Virginia Natural Resources Commitment Fund shall be distributed by the
Department upon approval by the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board in accordance with the Board's
developed policies, as follows: of the $8,274,474, a total of $992,937 shall be appropriated for Technical
Assistance for Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Districts, and $7,281,537 for Agricultural Best
Management Practices Cost-Share Assistance where of this amount $4,368,922 shall be used for matching
grants for agricultural best management practices on lands in the Commonwealth exclusively or partly within
the Chesapeake Bay watershed and $2,912,615 shall be used for matching grants for agricultural best
management practices on lands in the Commonwealth exclusively outside of the Chesapeake Bay
watershed."
This amendment utilizes the dollars deposited in the Virginia Water Quality Reserve Fund for the Virginia
Natural Resources Commitment Fund and appropriates them for distribution in the second year for
agricultural best management practices cost share program activities. Of the total, the amount reserved for
technical assistance matches the share established in Chapter 780 for fiscal year 2017.
Use WQIF Reserve for Ag BMPs
Page 361, after line 8, insert:
"5. In the second year, $8,274,474 in the Water Quality Improvement Fund Reserve held by the Department
of Conservation and Recreation and established pursuant to Item 363 B is authorized for transfer to the
Virginia Natural Resources Commitment Fund, a subfund of the Virginia Water Quality Improvement Fund
established under the Water Quality Improvement Act of 1997. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,

O’Bannon

Second Year – FY18: $8,274,474
Natural Resources - Department of
Conservation and Recreation

Landes

Second Year – FY18: $8,274,474
Natural Resources - Department of
Conservation and Recreation
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368 #2h

370 #1h

370 #2h

370 #3h

the monies transferred to the Virginia Natural Resources Commitment Fund shall be distributed by the
Department upon approval by the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board in accordance with the Board's
developed policies, as follows: of the $8,274,474, a total of $992,937 shall be appropriated for Technical
Assistance for Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Districts, and $7,281,537 for Agricultural Best
Management Practices Cost-Share Assistance where of this amount $4,368,922 shall be used for matching
grants for agricultural best management practices on lands in the Commonwealth exclusively or partly within
the Chesapeake Bay watershed and $2,912,615 shall be used for matching grants for agricultural best
management practices on lands in the Commonwealth exclusively outside of the Chesapeake Bay
watershed."
This amendment utilizes the dollars deposited in the Virginia Water Quality Reserve Fund for the Virginia
Natural Resources Commitment Fund and appropriates them for distribution in the second year for
agricultural best management practices cost share program activities. Of the total, the amount reserved for
technical assistance matches the share established in Chapter 780 for fiscal year 2017.
DEQ Data on Litter Contamination of Water and Soil
Page 366, after line 15, insert:
"H. Included in the amounts for this item is $300,000 from the general fund in the second year to support the
costs associated with implementation of the provisions of House Joint Resolution 636, 2017 Session of the
General Assembly."
This amendment funds the costs associated with House Joint Resolution 636, 2017 Session of the General
Assembly. The funding would be provided to the Department of Environmental Quality to hire at least one
full-time employee and contract with outside services to undertake the assessment of litter contamination in
Virginia's soil and water pursuant to the provisions of the resolution.
Stormwater Assistance Funding
Page 367, line 43, after "Fund." insert:
"Included in the general fund appropriation for this item is an additional $20,000,000 in the second year for
the Stormwater Local Assistance Fund. Such funds shall be utilized as prescribed in paragraph C.2. and D. of
this item."
This amendment provides $20.0 million from the general fund in the second year for the stormwater
assistance fund. A like amount of bonding authority was provided for this purpose by the 2016 General
Assembly but solicitations for funding has far exceeded the amounts made available.
Stormwater Assistance Funding
Page 367, line 43, after "Fund." insert:
"Included in the general fund appropriation for this item is an additional $20,000,000 in the second year for
the Stormwater Local Assistance Fund. Such funds shall be utilized as prescribed in paragraph C.2. and D. of
this item."
This amendment provides $20.0 million from the general fund in the second year for the stormwater
assistance fund. A like amount of bonding authority was provided for this purpose by the 2016 General
Assembly but solicitations for funding has far exceeded the amounts made available.
HRSD Extensometer

Krizek

Second Year – FY18: $300,000
Natural Resources/Department of
Environmental Quality

Landes

Second Year – FY18: $20 million GF
Natural Resources/Department of
Environmental Quality

Lingamfelter

Second Year – FY18: $20 million GF
Natural Resources/Department of
Environmental Quality

Second Year – FY18: $1.35 million
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364 #1s

Page 368, after line 40, insert:
"J. Out of the amounts appropriated for Financial Assistance for Environmental Resources Management,
$1,350,000 the second year from the general fund is provided to allow the Hampton Roads Sanitation District
purchase an extensometer to measure land subsidence."
This amendment provides $1.35 million from the general fund in the second year to the Department of
Environmental Quality to support the Hampton Roads Sanitation District to fund an extensometer to measure
land subsidence. This is in support of the HRSD's Sustainable Water Initiative for Tomorrow (SWIFT) project,
which is a program to inject treated wastewater into the subsurface to raise groundwater pressures and thus
expand and make more sustainable the aquifer system.
Water Quality Improvement Fund
Page 362, following line 40, insert:

Natural Resources/Department of
Environmental Quality

Lewis

Second Year – FY18: $43,434,326
Department of Conservation and
Recreation

"Q.1 Notwithstanding §10.1-2129 A., Code of Virginia, $43,434,326 the second year from the general fund
shall be deposited to the Virginia Water Quality Improvement Fund established under the Water Quality
Improvement Act of 1997. Of this amount, $1,100,000 shall be appropriated to the department for the
following specified statewide uses: $1,000,000 shall be used for the Commonwealth's match for participation
in the Federal Conservation Enhancement Program (CREP) and $100,000 shall be utilized as cost-share for the
development of nutrient management plans for golf courses.
2. Of the remaining amount, $42,334,326 is authorized for transfer to the Virginia Natural Resources
Commitment Fund, a subfund of the Water Quality Improvement Fund. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the funds transferred to the Virginia Natural Resources Commitment Fund shall be distributed by the
department upon approval of the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board in accordance with the board's
developed policies, as follows: $17,254,207 for Agricultural Best Management Practices Cost-Share Assistance
where of this amount $10,352,524 shall be used for matching grants for Agricultural Best Management
Practices on lands in the Commonwealth exclusively or partly within the Chesapeake Bay watershed,
$6,901,683 shall be used for matching grants for Agricultural Best Management Practices on lands in the
Commonwealth outside the Chesapeake Bay watershed, and $5,080,119 shall be appropriated for Technical
Assistance for Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Districts.
3. Of the remaining amount, $20,000,000 shall be appropriated for the implementation of previously
approved livestock stream exclusion practices. Of this amount, $10,000,000 shall be used for practices on
lands in the Commonwealth exclusively or partly within the Chesapeake Bay watershed, and $10,00,000 shall
be used for practices on lands in the Commonwealth exclusively outside the Chesapeake Bay watershed.".

364 #2s

This amendment provides level funding for agricultural best management practices cost share program from
FY 17 to FY 18.
WQIF Reserve Fund
Page 361, following line 8, insert:

Hanger

Second Year – FY18: $8,274,474

"5. In the second year, $8,274,474 from the Water Quality Improvement Fund Reserve held by the
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Department of Conservation and Recreation and established pursuant to Item 363 B of this act is authorized
for transfer to the Virginia Natural Resources Commitment Fund, a subfund of the Virginia Water Quality
Improvement Fund established under the Water Quality Improvement Act of 1997. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the monies transferred to the Virginia Natural Resources Commitment Fund shall be
distributed by the Department upon approval by the Virginia Soil and Water Quality Conservation Board in
accordance with the Board's developed policies, as follows: of the $8,274,474, a total of $992,937 shall be
appropriated for Technical Assistance for Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Districts, and $7,281,537 for
Agricultural Best Management Practices Cost-Share Assistance where of this amount $4,368,922 shall be
used for matching grants for agricultural best management practices on lands exclusively or partly within the
Chesapeake Bay watershed and $2,912,615 shall be used for matching grants for agricultural best practices
on lands in the Commonwealth exclusively outside of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.".
This amendment authorizes funding previously deposited to the Virginia Water Quality Reserve Fund be
transferred to the Virginia Natural Resources Commitment Fund and appropriates them for distribution in
FY18 for the agriculture best management practices cost share program. This takes an appropriate
percentage of technical assistance established in FY17 budget.
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MEETING SUMMARY
DIRECTORS OF UTILITIES COMMITTEE
The Directors of Utilities Committee met on February 1, 2017. The following items were
discussed:

 The Committee was briefed on the need to reconvene the HR FOG Technical Workgroup
to update the regional standards for sizing grease control devices. Committee members
will notify HRPDC staff of their workgroup representatives.

 The Committee approved a letter, incorporating the Committee’s comments during the
discussion, nominating HRSD General Manager Ted Henifin to the EPA Environmental
Financial Advisory Board.
 Mr. Henifin briefed the Committee on the status of the Sustainable Water Initiative for
Tomorrow (SWIFT), the EPA Consent Decree, and the January 30, 2017 meeting of the
Capacity Team subcommittee.

 Ms. Katchmark briefed the Committee on the status of the fourteen groundwater
permits that DEQ identified in the original proposed cuts. The Committee provided
feedback for conveying to the Hampton Roads representatives on the Eastern Virginia
Groundwater Management Advisory Committee (EVGMAC).

 Staff reports included updates on planning for a discussion of water/wastewater
affordability, the status of the Roanoke River Basin Association funding proposal, and
potential topics for the March Committee meeting. At staff’s request, the Committee
volunteered utility contacts to assist in developing a data call on utility staff
compensation.

Attachment 11

MEETING SUMMARY
REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE
The Regional Environmental Committee met on February 2, 2017. The following items
were discussed:

 Mr. Ben McFarlane, HRPDC Senior Regional Planner, updated the Committee on the
status of Joint Land Use Studies in the region.
 Mr. Joe Rieger, Deputy Director of Restoration for Elizabeth River Project, briefed the
Committee on the organization’s restoration plan for the Eastern Branch of the
Elizabeth River.

 Mr. Roger Everton, Water Compliance Manager, and Ms. Kristie Britt, Regional TMDL
Nonpoint Source Coordinator, from DEQ’s Tidewater Regional Office, updated the
Committee on TMDLs, grants, and monitoring.
 Mr. McFarlane briefed the Committee on a HRPDC grant project funded by the Virginia
CZM Program for developing a regional strategic public access plan.
 Ms. Jill Sunderland, HRPDC Water Resources Planner, briefed the Committee on the
discussions of the MS4 General Permit Technical Advisory Committee.
 Mr. McFarlane briefed the Committee on the request for proposals for Virginia CZM
Program focal area grants for FY17-18.
 Committee members and guests provided status reports.
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