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HAMPTON ROADS 
PLANNING DISTRICT COMMISSION 

MEETING 
 

October 17, 2019 
12:30 PM 

 
The Regional Building 

723 Woodlake Drive, Chesapeake 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Approval/Modification of Agenda 
 

3. Submitted Public Comments  
 
There were no submitted public comments since the last HRPDC meeting. Any new 
written public comments received after the preparation of this agenda will be 
distributed as a handout at the meeting. 
 

4. Public Comment Period 
 

Members of the public are invited to address the Hampton Roads Planning District 
Commission. Each speaker is limited to three minutes. 
 

5. Executive Director’s Report (Attachment 5) 
 

6. Election of Officers 
 
The HRPDC Bylaws provide that, at its Annual Meeting in October, the Commission will 
elect a Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary and Treasurer to serve during the upcoming year. 
The Chair and Vice Chair must come from separate localities and be elected officials. The 
offices of Secretary and Treasurer must be voted on an annual basis but need not be 
elected officials and may succeed themselves. Please note that the current HRPDC Chair 
and Vice Chair are eligible to serve in their current positions for another year. 
 
During the July 18, 2019 Commision Meeting, Chair Michael Hipple requested that the 
Nominating Committee prepare recommendations of nominees for the officer positions 
for the upcoming year. A Nominating Committee representative will provide a report for 
Commission consideration.  
 
 
 
 

 

Action Requested: The HRPDC should take action to elect a Chair, Vice-Chair, 

Secretary and Treasurer to serve during the upcoming year.  
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7. Consent Agenda (Attachment 7) 
 

a. Meeting Minutes – July 18, 2019 Commission Meeting 
 

b. Treasurer’s Report of August 2019 
 

c. Fiscal Year 2019 SHSGP and UASI Grants 
 
The Virginia Department of Emergency Management requires the HRPDC to 
formally authorize the Executive Director to apply for and accept FY 2019 
Homeland Security Funding. The following projects have been allocated to the 
HRPDC: 
 
FY19 UASI 

Hampton Roads Interoperable Communications Planning $173,250 
Hampton Roads Interoperable Communications Technical Analysis $210,000 
MCI Transportation Package (Part I) - 4x Buses $336,000 
MCI Transportation Package (Part II) – Off-road Ambulance $65,000 
Personal Protective Equipment Replacement $98,000 
All Hazards Regional Planner $100,000 
Hampton Roads Regional Cybersecurity Assessment $150,000 
Hampton Roads Complex Coordinated Terrorism Attacks $50,000 
2020 THIRA  SPR $60,000 

FY19 SHSP 
MCI and MASS CARE Capability Sustainment $75,000 
CBRNE Pharmaceutical Stockpile – Nerve Agent Antidote and 
Antibiotics 

$72,000 

 
Staff recommends that the Commission authorize the Executive Director to sign 
the following certificates (one for each of the above projects): 
 

 State Homeland Security Grant Applications  
 Grant Assurances 
 Certificate Regarding Lobbying 
 Non-Supplanting Certification 
 Award Letter 

 
 
 

 
 

8. Employee Recognition – presented by Mr. Robert Crum, HRPDC Executive Director 
 
Ms. Jill Sunderland, Water Resources Planner III, will be recognized for her outstanding 
service to the HRPDC and reaching a five-year milestone anniversary between 
November 1, 2018 and October 31, 2019. 
 

Action Requested: The HRPDC should take action to approve the October 17, 

2019 Consent Agenda. 
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9. Regional Legislative Agenda – presented by Mr. Robert Crum, HRPDC Executive 
Director (Attachment 9) 

 
The HRPDC/HRTPO adopts a regional legislative agenda to convey to the General 
Assembly and Federal delegation issues of regional significance that should be 
addressed on behalf of the Hampton Roads region.  Over the past four years, the HRPDC 
staff has worked with the region’s legislative liaisons to increase the HRPDC’s visibility 
and participation during the General Assembly session.  Examples of success resulting 
from regional advocacy efforts have included: 

 
 Coordination of an effort among all urban crescent localities and school divisions 

resulting in increased State funding for K-12 public education purposes. 
 Re-designation of the Hampton Roads region as an Urban Areas Security 

Initiative (UASI) community and securing approximately $3 million of UASI 
funding on an annual basis to support homeland security efforts in our region. 

 Working through the Chief Administrative Officers Committee to represent the 
region’s interests and influence national guidance related to permitting in flood 
hazard areas. 

 Establishment of a floor to the regional gas tax to increase funding to the 
Hampton Roads Transportation Fund and Hampton Roads Transportation 
Accountability Commission to support construction of regional priority projects. 

 Pursuit of Federal/State funding for the widening of the I-64 “gap” between 
Hampton Roads and Richmond.  The Virginia Commonwealth Transportation 
Board awarded Smart Scale funding to the 5-mile segment from I-295 eastward 
to the Bottoms Bridge interchange – construction for this segment is now 
complete. 

 Regional Support for offshore wind by the HRPDC – the Commonwealth has now 
established a renewable energy goal for Virginia and efforts are underway to 
position Hampton Roads to leverage job creation opportunities related to this 
emerging industry.  

 
In preparing the draft Legislative Agenda, staff recommends that the Commission 
continue to use the following guilding principles: 
 

 Develop a short and targeted list of regional legislative priorities 
 Include items of regional significance that benefit all jurisidctions 

 
Enclosed for the Commission’s consideration is a recommended Regional Legislative 
Agenda.  In preparing this proposed agenda, staff considered input received at the July 
HRPDC meeting and from HRPDC Committees such as the Chief Administrative Officer’s 
(CAO) Committee, CAO Subcommittee on Resiliency, the Technical Coastal Resiliency 
Committee and the HRPDC Coastal Resilience Committee. 
 
The Executive Director will brief the Commission on the recommended Regional 
Legislative Agenda and request approval from the Commission. 
 

 Action Requested: The HRPDC should take action to approve the 2020  

Regional Legislative Agenda.  
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10. Atlantic Coast Pipeline – presented by Mr. Robert Crum, HRPDC Executive 

Director and Mr. Doug Smith, President and CEO, Hampton Roads Economic 
Development Alliance (Attachment 10) 
 
At the September Chief Administrative Officers (CAO) Committee meeting, the CAOs 
received a briefing on the Atlantic Coast Pipeline and the critical importance of this 
project to ensure that the Hampton Roads region has available natural gas to support 
economic growth.  The CAO Committee continued discussion of this topic at its October 
meeting and voted to recommend that the HRPDC take official action to support the 
construction of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline.   

 
Doug Smith, President and CEO of HREDA, will brief the HRPDC on the importance of 
this project to the economic health of the Hampton Roads region.  
 
 
 
 

 
11. Offshore Wind Opportunities – presented by Mr. Matt Smith, HRPDC Senior 

Regional Planner 
 
Offshore wind energy is a rapidly growing global industry poised for significant growth 
on the U.S. East Coast, bringing with it considerable economic and environmental 
benefits. Virginia has the potential to become a leader in this emerging industry. The 
HRPDC has taken action to help Virginia and Hampton Roads realize this opportunity by 
passing a resolution in support of offshore wind development and by partnering with 
the Northern Virginia Regional Council to call for the creation of a Virginia Office for 
Offshore Wind. HRPDC staff are also working closely with regional and state partners to 
position Hampton Roads as a hub for East Coast offshore wind development.  
 
Mr. Matt Smith, HRPDC Senior Regional Planner, will provide an update on recent 
developments and opportunities related to offshore wind. This item is presented for 
information and discussion by Commission members. 

 
12. Three Month Tentative Schedule 

 
November 2019 
Fiscal Year 2019 Audited Financial Statements 
Regional Broadband 
Regional GIS 
Hampton Roads Economic Benchmarking Study 
Help 2 Others (H2O) Program Update 
 
December 2019  
No meeting per Regional Meeting Schedule 
 

Action Requested: The HRPDC should take action to endorse the construction of 

the Atlantic Coast Pipeline. 
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January 2019 
Regional Branding Initiative 
Roanoke River Basin MOA 
Hampton Roads 2020 Economic Forecast 
Legislative Update 

 
13. Advisory Committee Summaries (Attachment 13) 

 
Summaries of HRPDC Advisory Committee meetings that were held since the last 
HRPDC meeting are attached for review. 
 

14. For Your Information (Attachment 14) 
 

 Letter from Rear Admiral Rock, Commander of Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, 
expressing concerns regarding the Norfolk Airport’s Master Plan Update that 
included options for a parallel runway and the response letter from the 
Chairman of the Norfolk Airport Authority Board of Commissioners, Malcolm 
Branch 

 Letter from Town of Smithfield announcing the appointment of Interim Town 
Manager Sanford B. Wanner as a voting member of the Hampton Roads Planning 
District Commission 

 
15. Old/New Business 

 
16. Adjournment 



 
  
 
 
 
 
Michael J. Hipple, Chair  Thomas G. Shepperd, Jr., Chair 
Andria P. McClellan, Vice-Chair  John L. Rowe,, Vice-Chair 

The Regional Building  723 Woodlake Drive  Chesapeake, Virginia 23320  757.420.8300  Fax 757.523.4881 

 

 
TO: HRPDC/HRTPO Board Meetings 
 
BY: Robert Crum, Executive Director 
 
RE: Executive Director’s Report – October 2019 
 
 
The Regional Chief Administrative Officers (CAO) Committee held its regular monthly 
meetings on August 7, September 4 and October 2, 2019.  Agenda topics for these meetings 
included the following items: 
 
August 7 – Meeting Location:  Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) District 
Office, Suffolk 
 

• Briefing on RISE Coastal Resilience Challenge 
• Regional Express Lanes Analysis – Discussion with VDOT Commissioner  
• Regional Interest Items 

 
September 4 – Meeting Location:  Chesapeake Public Safety Operations Center 
 

• Natural Gas Infrastructure in Hampton Roads 
• Regional Express Lanes Network 
• CAO Committee Chair and Vice Chair Appointments:  

 Mary Bunting  (Hampton), Chair  
 Patrick Roberts (Suffolk), Vice Chair 

 
October 2 – Meeting Location:  Windsor Town Center 
 

• Regional Legislative Priorities – Resiliency and Sea Level Rise 
• Regional Economic Development Sites Inventory 
• Atlantic Coast Pipeline 
• Regional Express Lanes 

 
Staff continues to support and coordinate the Regional Broadband Initiative.  This effort 
has included coordination with Southside localities to form a broadband authority, which 
can be expanded to include Peninsula localities in future phases of this project.  The five 
Southside cities are completing the necessary public comment periods, advertisements and 
public hearings to allow this Authority to be formed on November 15, 2019.  Staff will be 
releasing a Request for Proposals for the final 100% Construction Design work in October 
which will allow the newly formed Broadband Authority to begin reviewing the proposals 
in December. 
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The HRTPO staff dedicated a significant amount of time in the months of August and 
September to develop modeling of the regional express lanes network and its anticipated 
performance in the year 2040.  This information was developed in close coordination with 
staff from the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) and was presented at the 
concurrent meeting of the HRTPO and HRTAC Boards on September 19, 2019. 
 
The HRPDC staff presented the findings and recommendations of the Norfolk/Virginia 
Beach Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) at the July 18, 2019 HRPDC meeting.  Subsequently, the 
HRPDC staff worked with the project consultant team to hold two public meetings to 
receive community input on this JLUS 
planning effort.  On August 12 a public 
meeting was held at the Ted Constant 
Convocation Center in Norfolk, and a second 
public meeting was held on August 13 at the 
Sandler Center for the Performing Arts in 
Virginia Beach.   Each of these meetings was 
well attended and received coverage from 
several media outlets.  Staff will soon 
schedule a final meeting of the JLUS Policy 
Committee to prepare for the submission of 
the Norfolk/Virginia Beach JLUS to the 
Federal Office of Economic Adjustment. 

 
 
HRPDC staff has also initiated the Chesapeake/Portsmouth JLUS.  An extensive series of 
stakeholder interviews were completed to receive input on important issues that should be 
considered during this planning process.  In addition, a Technical Committee meeting was 
held on October 4 to review the input received from the stakeholder interviews and discuss 
next steps, including a series of public meetings that will be held in November. 
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The Executive Director continues to participate on the Envision 2020 Project Task Force 
which is providing oversight for the Regional Branding Initiative. 
 
HRTPO staff continues to support the Regional Connectors Study planning process.  As part 
of this effort, members of the Study’s Technical Committee completed a tour of the Craney 
Island Fueling Depot on September 30. 
 
The HRPDC continues to participate in monthly meetings of the Regional Economic 
Development Directors (RED) Team.  Coordinating with the staff of the Hampton Roads 
Economic Development Alliance (HREDA), the HRPDC hosts six meetings of the RED Team 
each year, with alternating meetings occurring on the Peninsula. Staff support for the RED 
Team meetings is provided by HREDA, while HRPDC staff routinely briefs RED Team 
members on regional initiatives to assist them in their economic development efforts. 
 
The Executive Director and HRTPO staff continue to support the Hampton Roads Transit 
(HRT) Transformational Transit Initiative. 
 
The Executive Director continues to coordinate efforts on behalf of the Elizabeth River 
Crossing (ERC) Task Force.  Staff coordinated a conference call between the ERC Task Force 
Chair (Mayor John Rowe) and the Virginia Secretary of Transportation (Shannon Valentine) 
to discuss next steps for this effort. 
 
HRPDC staff continues to provide staff support for the Regional Economic Development 
Sites Inventory.  This effort is being advanced in close cooperation with HREDA to increase 
the number of shovel ready economic development sites in Hampton Roads.  A briefing on 
this project and recommended next steps will be presented at the October HRPDC meeting. 
 
HRPDC staff continues to participate in efforts to promote job creation opportunities for 
the region related to offshore wind.  Staff has developed an information sheet on offshore 
wind that has been distributed to the HRPDC and stakeholders in the community and has 
participated in forums and meetings in the region related to this topic.  On September 26, 
the Executive Director attended a meeting in Richmond with the Governor’s Chief of Staff, 
the Secretaries of Commerce, Finance and Transportation and representatives of Old 
Dominion University to discuss job creation opportunities related to offshore wind. 
 
HRPDC staff continues to coordinate efforts with the new President and CEO of HREDA 
(Doug Smith) to discuss collaborative efforts related to economic development. 
 
The Executive Director continues to participate in monthly meetings of the Regional 
Roundtable.  This group consists of executives from ten regional organizations who meet 
on a monthly basis to share information on regional initiatives and promote collaboration. 
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The Executive Director attended the Hampton Roads Chamber Inter-Regional Visit in 
Raleigh-Durham from September 23 – 25.  HRPDC/HRTPO members Mayor Bobby Dyer 
from Virginia Beach and Mayor Rick West from Chesapeake also participated in this visit. 
 
The Executive Director continues to participate in meetings of the Virginia Association of 
Planning District Commissions (VAPDC) and participates on the program committee for 
this organization.  The VAPDC Summer Conference was held in Williamsburg from July 24 
to July 26 at the Williamsburg Lodge.  The welcome address for this year’s conference was 
provided by HRPDC Chair Michael Hipple from James City County and Williamsburg Vice 
Mayor Doug Pons.  HRPDC Vice Chair Andria McClellan (Norfolk) participated on a panel to 
discuss regional resiliency efforts in Hampton Roads.  The Executive Director moderated 
three sessions at the conference including discussions on the Hampton Roads Regional 
Economic Development Sites Inventory, Planning for Resiliency and the Hampton Roads 
Regional Broadband Initiative.  Over 70 representatives from the Commonwealth’s 21 
Planning District Commissions participated in this conference. 
 
The Executive Director and HRPDC staff participated in a conference call with the region’s 
Chief Administrative Officers and the region’s Emergency Management Coordinators on 
September 5 in preparation for Hurricane Dorian. 
 
The HRPDC staff is working with Reinvent Hampton Roads and Old Dominion University to 
develop a plan for preparing a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for 
the Hampton Roads region. 
 
The Executive Director and Deputy Executive Director attended the Hampton Roads State 
of the Region Address in Norfolk on October 1.  The HRPDC Chief Economist attended the 
State of the Region presentation on the Peninsula on October 4. 
 
The Executive Director provided a presentation to the Virginia Beach Chapter of the 
Hampton Roads Chamber on October 2 regarding the job creation potential related to 
offshore wind. 
 
The Executive Director has been invited to participate in a Transportation Town Hall 
Forum on the evening of November 14 at WHRO. 
 
The HRPDC/HRTPO Management Team continues to advance work on the following 
initiatives: 
 

• Completion of the Organization’s Financial Audit  
• Working with the Organization’s General Services Manager to identify building 

and facility needs as well as improvements to address these needs 
• Development of a strategic plan for building upgrades and improvements 
• Advancing an effort to replace/upgrade the organization’s server system 
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• Research on the establishment of a trust fund related to the organization’s long-
term pension liabilities 

• IT Management 
• Recruitment for vacant positions 
• Title VI, Civil Rights and Community Involvement  
• Provision of human resource management services to HRTAC and HRMFFA 
• Financial services support for HRTAC 
• Personnel management 
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Hampton Roads Planning District Commission 
Summary Minutes of July 18, 2019 

 
The July 18, 2019 Meeting of the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission was called 
to order by the Chair at 12:45 p.m. in the Regional Board Room, 723 Woodlake Drive, 
Chesapeake, Virginia, with the following in attendance:  

Commissioners in Attendance 
Michael Hipple, Chair (JC) 
Andria McClellan, Vice Chair (NO) 
Randy Keaton, Treasurer (IW) 
Stephen Best (CH)* 
Robert Geis (CH)* 
Debbie Ritter (CH) 
Ella Ward (CH)* 
Amanda Jarratt (FR)* 
Barry Cheatham (FR) 
Brent Fedors (GL)* 
Donnie Tuck (HA) 
Scott Stevens (JC) 
David Jenkins (NN) 
Kenneth Alexander (NO)* 
Doug Smith (NO) 
 
 
Commissioners Absent: 
James Baker (CH) 
Phillip Bazzani (GL) 
Mary Bunting (HA) 
James Gray (HA) 
William McCarty (IW) 
McKinley Price (NN) 
Cynthia Rohlf (NN) 
Courtney Doyle (NO) 
Mamie Johnson (NO) 
 
 
Executive Director: 
Robert A. Crum, Jr., Secretary  
 
 
Other Participants: 
Carlton Hardy (CTAC) 
Brian DeProfio (HA) 
Bob Baldwin (PO) 

Randy Wheeler (PQ) 
Michael Johnson (SH)* 
Barry Porter (SH)* 
Leroy Bennett (SU) 
Patrick Roberts (SU)* 
Jonathan Lynn (SY)* 
John Seward (SY)* 
Robert Dyer (VB)* 
Dave Hansen (VB) 
Louis Jones (VB) 
Rosemary Wilson (VB)* 
Sabrina Wooten (VB) 
Andrew Trivette (WM) 
Neil Morgan (YK)* 
Sheila Noll (YK) 
 
 
 
W. Eugene Hunt (PQ) 
John Rowe (PO) 
Lydia Pettis-Patton (PO) 
Brian Thrower (SM) 
T. Carter Williams (SM) 
Barbara Henley (VB) 
Guy Tower (VB) 
Paul Freiling (WM) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
*Late arrival or early departure.  
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Others Recorded Attending:  
 
Anne Baker, Annabel Cryan, and Susan Gaston (American Flood Coalition), Carl Lee 
(Chesapeake Police Department), Rhonda Russell (NN), Robert Bowen (Norfolk 
International Airport), Joe Howell (US Navy, Mid-Atlantic Region), David Wickersham (US 
Representative Luria’s Office), Diane Kaufman (US Senator Kaine’s Office), Drew Lumpkin 
(US Senator Warner’s Office), Robin Grier (VDOT); Citizens: Dianna Howard, Sam Hundley, 
Meredith Moore, Brian Wilson; Staff: Keith Cannady, Kelli Arledge, Shernita Bethea, Natalie 
Brown, Rob Cofield, Katie Cullipher, Rebekah Eastep, KC Filippino, Andrea Gayer, Logan 
Grimm, Greg Grootendorst, Whitney Katchmark, Sara Kidd, Mike Kimbrel, Katie Krueger, 
Sharon Lawrence, Ben McFarlane, Kendall Miller, Cynthia Mulkey, John Sadler, Matt Smith, 
Danielle Spach, Jill Sunderland, Joe Turner, Beth Vandell, Sheila Wilson. 
 
Approval/Modification of Agenda 
 
Chair Hipple asked for modifications or additions to the agenda. Hearing none, he asked for 
a motion. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Ella Ward Moved to approve the agenda; seconded by 

Commissioner Leroy Bennett. The Motion Carried.  
 
Submitted Public Comments 
 
Chair Hipple noted there were no Submitted Public Comments and continued to the Public 
Comment period.  
 
Public Comment 
 
Executive Director Robert Crum indicated there were no Public Comments, and Chair 
Hipple asked to proceed to the Executive Director’s Report. 
 
*Commissioners Bob Dyer and Patrick Roberts arrived 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
Mr. Robert Crum, HRPDC/HRTPO Executive Director, referenced his enclosed monthly 
report and then introduced new HRPDC employees Danielle Spach, All Hazards Emergency 
Management Planner, and Katie Krueger, Water Resource Planner.  
 
*Commissioner Rosemary Wilson arrived 
 
Mr. Crum also introduced audience member Mr. David Wickersham, Regional 
Representative for Congresswoman Elaine Luria’s Office. Mr. Crum reported that Mr. 
Wickersham coordinated a Federal Delegation visit to discuss regional efforts to address 
coastal resiliency, recurrent flooding, and sea level rise. Participants in the HRPDC hosted 
session included Congresswoman Kathy Castor from Florida, who serves as Chair of the 
House Select Committee on the Climate Crisis, Congresswoman Elaine Luria, Congressman 
Bobby Scott, and Congressman Donald McEachin. Several members of the HRPDC 
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Subcommittee on Coastal Resilience participated in this session, including Subcommittee 
Chair and HRPDC Vice-Chair Andria McClellan (Norfolk), Mayor Donnie Tuck (Hampton), 
Dr. Ella Ward (Chesapeake), and Council Member David Jenkins (Newport News). 
 
Vice-Chair Andria McClellan added that the group also visited the Port of Virginia, the naval 
base, and communities throughout the area that are particularly vulnerable to flooding. As 
Chair of the House Select Committee on the Climate Crisis, Congresswoman Castor is 
visiting communities around the country to have a better understanding of the issues. Vice-
Chair McClellan shared her opinion that the visit was eye-opening for Representative 
Castor and stated that the participating local representatives stressed the need for federal 
funding to help the region address its flooding concerns. 
 
Mr. Crum commended all of the participants and shared Representative Castor’s 
encouraging reaction to local and regional efforts. 
 
In conclusion, Mr. Crum briefed the Commission on the Great American Clean Up that 
occurred on May 3 and 4, 2019. He reported that in Hampton Roads 71 public spaces were 
involved, over 1,000 volunteers participated, and 15 tons of litter were removed from 
neighborhood streets, parks, and waterways. As a follow up to the event, Mr. Crum 
introduced Mr. Sam Hundley to share an art piece that he created to commemorate this 
year’s Great American Clean Up.  
 
Appointment of Nominating Committee 
 
Chair Hipple noted that per the HRPDC Bylaws, at its Annual Meeting in October, the 
Commission will elect a Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer to serve during the 
upcoming year. The Chair and Vice-Chair must come from separate localities and be elected 
officials. The current HRPDC Chair and Vice-Chair are eligible to serve in their current 
positions for another year. The offices of Secretary and Treasurer must be voted on 
annually but need not be elected officials and may succeed themselves. New appointment 
recommendations should be submitted to the HRPDC for Nominating Committee 
consideration. 
 
Chair Hipple requests the following Commissioners serve on the HRPDC Nominating 
Committee and provide a report to the Commission at its October meeting: 

 
Chesapeake – Ella Ward 
Franklin – Barry Cheatham 
Gloucester – Phillip Bazzani 
Hampton – Donnie Tuck 
Isle of Wight – William McCarty 
James City – Michael Hipple 
Newport News – David Jenkins 
Norfolk – Andria McClellan 
Poquoson – Eugene Hunt 
 

Portsmouth – John Rowe 
Smithfield – T. Carter Williams 
Southampton – Barry Porter 
Suffolk – Leroy Bennett 
Surry – John Seward 
Virginia Beach – Louis Jones 
Williamsburg – Paul Freiling 
York – Sheila Noll 
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Approval of Consent Items 
 
The following items were on the Consent Agenda for approval: 
 

a. Meeting Minutes – May 16, 2019 Commission Meeting 
b. Treasurer’s Report – May 2019 
c. Fiscal Year 2019 Budget Amendment #2 
d. Fiscal Year 2020 Hampton Roads Regional Meeting Schedule 

 
Chair Hipple referenced the consent agenda items and called for a motion. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Ella Ward Moved to approve the Consent Agenda; seconded 

by Commissioner Andria McClellan. The Motion Carried. 
 
Buy Local Virginia 
 
Executive Director Robert Crum introduced Ms. Lisa Renée Jennings, LOVEVA Program 
Manager, to brief the Commission on the Buy Local Virginia Campaign. 
 
Ms. Jennings began her presentation with some brief background information regarding 
the buy local program called LOVEVA. The program, which launched in 2014, offers a 
mobile app that helps the public locate local businesses and rewards residents for shopping 
locally. The program is promoting a Buy Local Month, scheduled for November 15 – 
December 15, 2019, as an opportunity to build awareness of the benefits of supporting 
local independent businesses. 
 
Ms. Jennings stated that three times more of each dollar stays in the community when 
spent at a local business as opposed to an international chain. Those extra dollars 
recirculate among other local businesses and help create a strong tax base for the local 
economy. Ms. Jennings shared that local shopping also has a smaller carbon footprint, 
which may help to mitigate sea level rise. Local businesses are often located near residents, 
and less transportation would mean less pollution. Furthermore, local businesses often 
choose to move into existing infrastructure, pay a higher wage per hour, and are more 
involved in the community. 
 
With the military presence and many colleges in the area, Hampton Roads regularly has 
new residents. However, marketing is a common challenge for local businesses, and new 
residents often shop at the larger stores due to brand recognition. Ms. Jennings indicated 
that while the convenience of online shopping may have put some stores out of business, 
she finds that people want more experiential shopping, so she emphasized that there is 
hope for the continuing resurgence of local businesses throughout Hampton Roads. 
 
In conclusion, Ms. Jennings proposed that the Commission proclaim Buy Local Month 
between November 15 and December 15. Shop Small, an American shopping holiday on 
the Saturday after Thanksgiving, is held during one of the busiest shopping periods of the 
year. Shop Small Saturday is always the last Saturday in November and falls in the middle 
of the proposed Buy Local Month, which will provide additional recognition for the 
campaign. By starting in 2019, Buy Local Month can gain momentum over the years 
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increasing the local and regional impact. Ms. Jennings referenced a handout that included 
draft language for Commission consideration that acknowledges November 15 through 
December 15, 2019 as Buy Local Month.  
 
Chair Hipple thanked Ms. Jennings for her presentation and asked for questions. There 
being none, he asked for a motion. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Sheila Noll Moved to declare November 15 to December 15 as 

Buy Local Month; seconded by Commissioner Randy Keaton. The Motion 
Carried. 

 
Mr. Crum added that staff will prepare a resolution for signature. Once finalized, staff will 
distribute the resolution to the City Managers and County Administrators to consider at the 
local level. 
 
Norfolk-Virginia Beach Joint Land Use Study 
 
Mr. Crum introduced Mr. Ben McFarlane, HRPDC Senior Regional Planner, to brief the 
Commission on the Norfolk and Virginia Beach Joint Land Use Study.  
 
Mr. McFarlane provided the Commission with an overview of the Norfolk and Virginia 
Beach Joint Land Use Study, a cooperative planning effort between the cities of Norfolk and 
Virginia Beach and the Navy. The study was managed by the HRPDC with funding from the 
Department of Defense’s Office of Economic Adjustment. The primary goal of the study was 
to assess how flooding and sea level rise affect community infrastructure and assets and 
negatively impact Navy operations and readiness.  
 
Early in the process, discussions with the technical committee focused on identifying 
specific areas of emphasis in order to limit analysis and produce recommendations. Those 
discussions resulted in the following questions: 
 

 What flood scenarios do we focus on – There is an existing process in place for cities 
and the Navy to cooperate during times of emergency, but for long-term planning, 
Norfolk, Virginia Beach and the Navy agreed that focusing on the chronic stress of 
nuisance flooding and how that would increase as a result of sea level rise was a 
more important focus for this study than hurricanes and storm surge.  

 
 What geographic areas are the most important to look at – The study area 

encompassed the entire city of Norfolk and approximately the northern half of 
Virginia Beach. In order to focus on specific projects to recommend, the study 
started with seven different sub areas. Mr. McFarlane highlighted four sub areas for 
the Commission: 

 
o Sub Area 1 centered on the Hampton Boulevard corridor in Norfolk and 

includes Naval Station Norfolk and Naval Support Activity Hampton Roads 
(including the Lafayette River Annex). 
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o Sub Area 2 included the Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek and the areas 
immediately to the west of that facility containing the Ocean View Avenue 
corridor and parts of Shore Drive. 
 

o Sub Area 3 was focused on the area immediately accessible from Joint 
Expeditionary Base Fort Story on Shore Drive around the Lynnhaven River. 

 
o Sub Area 4 included the area around the Dam Neck Annex, which is part of 

Naval Air Station Oceana. 
 

 What is important to the Navy – The study offered a unique opportunity to get 
official involvement from the Navy and endorsement of local measures that support 
their mission. The Navy installations involved in the effort include Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story, Naval Air Station Oceana (including the 
Dam Neck Annex), Naval Station Norfolk, and Naval Support Activity Hampton 
Roads (including the Lafayette River Annex). Through discussions with command 
staff and community plans liaison officers, the following three items emerged as 
priority concerns for the Navy:  
 

o Reliable and resilient access routes for Department of Defense personnel  
 

o Adequate and well-maintained stormwater management systems 
 

o Maintaining the existing reliable and resilient utility networks 
 

 How can we prioritize recommended actions – In order to assess and identify the 
main recommendations, projects were scored using a prioritization scheme 
comprised of four criteria: (1) Installation Readiness, (2) Department of Defense 
Personnel Readiness, (3) Community Co-Benefits, and (4) System Performance.  

 
In conclusion, Mr. McFarlane reported that the study recommends 22 specific actions, such 
as projects or further studies; 23 coordination strategies; and seven conversations that 
should continue between the Navy, cities, and other stakeholders. Next steps include 
scheduling public meetings (tentatively planned for August 12 and 13 with one in Norfolk 
and the other in Virginia Beach), providing city briefings, improving and formalizing 
regional military-local government coordination to complement HRMFFA, and continuing 
advocacy for federal and state funding. 
 
Chair Hipple asked for questions. 
 
Vice-Chair McClellan commented that during Representative Castor’s visit to the naval 
base, it was shared that an already limited Navy budget could create a potential funding 
challenge. Vice-Chair McClellan stressed that any funding formula for naval base access 
roads should be distinct and separate. She further shared that, outside of the National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), Representative Castor mentioned creating a flood 
mitigation grant akin to a community development grant with the flexibility offered by the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. 
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Commissioner Debbie Ritter thanked Mr. McFarlane for the report and suggested the group 
explore the possibility of altering some of the existing land acquisition programs. She also 
shared that although working with the State to get dedicated funding can be complicated 
and will include the requirement to return the money, it does provide a timely opportunity 
to accomplish projects.  
 
Vice-Chair McClellan described that much like an existing clean water revolving fund at the 
federal level allows State money on loan to municipalities for clean water, there is current 
legislation for a flood mitigation revolving fund that could allow for implementation of 
some of the recommended projects.  
 
Commissioner Ritter agreed that all funding opportunities should be pursued, but she 
suggested focusing on amending the specific programs within Department of Defense’s 
Office of Economic Adjustment. Commissioner Ritter concluded her remarks by 
commending the group for their efforts.  
 
Chair Hipple asked for additional questions. There being none, he thanked Mr. McFarlane 
for the presentation. 
 
American Flood Coalition 
 
Mr. Crum introduced Susan Gaston of the American Flood Coalition and provided the 
Commission with some background information. Approximately 18 months ago, the 
coalition presented to the Chief Administrative Officers (CAO) Committee as the Seawall 
Coalition. The CAO Committee had an in depth conversation and a number of questions that 
needed to be addressed before the Commission could consider joining as a region. A year 
later and re-branded as the American Flood Coalition, representatives answered every 
question that was asked by the CAO Committee. The recommendation that the HRPDC join 
the American Flood Coalition comes from the CAO Committee and the Coastal Resilience 
Subcommittee. 
 
Ms. Susan Gaston began by thanking the Commissioners for the opportunity to present. She 
introduced her colleagues Anne Baker, Outreach Manager, and Annabel Cryan, Outreach 
Coordinator, and took a moment to thank the cities of Hampton and Virginia Beach and the 
Retail Alliance for recently joining the coalition. Ms. Gaston provided a brief overview of the 
organization. The American Flood Coalition (formerly known as the Seawall Coalition) is a 
nonpartisan group of elected officials, military groups, nonprofit organizations, businesses, 
and local leaders who have come together to develop national funding solutions to sea level 
rise and recurrent flooding that support coastal and riverfront communities and protect 
the nation’s residents, economy, and military installations.  
 
*Commissioner Rosemary Wilson departed 
 
Ms. Anne Baker began her presentation with additional background information and 
provided an update on recent activities. The American Flood Coalition members come from 
a range of backgrounds, including members of Congress; elected officials; cities, towns, and 
counties; businesses; military leaders; and academic and civic groups. The majority of the 
coalition’s 34 founding members are from Virginia and Florida, and over the past year, the 
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organization has launched in South Carolina and grown to include over 170 members from 
across 12 states. Ms. Baker provided a breakdown of Virginia members who have joined in 
their capacity as elected officials, military leaders, municipalities, or organizations.  
 
Many founding members recognized flooding and sea level rise as important issues, but 
were either experiencing challenges initiating an action plan or were facing funding or 
other barriers related to federal agencies and national policies. The coalition collaborates 
with leaders in Congress to advance improvements to national policy and funding in order 
to further protect the nation’s residents, economy, and military installations from the 
impacts of flooding and sea level rise. 
 
Shortly after launching in 2018, the coalition heard from Virginia members that the access 
roads to Norfolk Naval Base were flooding multiple times per year. Former Congressman 
Scott Taylor and military leaders indicated that this was a priority, but the federal funding 
source intended for these types of projects, the Defense Access Roads program, did not 
include sea level rise and flooding in its funding eligibility criteria for roadways that were 
outside the fence line of the base. The coalition worked with Congressman Taylor who 
proposed amended eligibility criteria to Congress in order to include the impacts of 
flooding and sea level rise, and the change was signed into law in August 2018 as part of 
the National Defense Authorization Act. 
 
*Commissioners John Seward and Jonathan Lynn departed 
 
With authorization language expanded, the coalition’s efforts now focus on implementation 
aspects and next steps of the process. Currently, the coalition is working with 
Congresswoman Elaine Luria as well as members in the Virginia House of Delegates to 
improve the federal mechanisms for effectively funding the Defense Access Roads program. 
As part of this effort, Virginia members of the coalition recently signed letters of support to 
create a separate budgetary line item for the program. 
 
Ms. Baker reported that Commissioner and Hampton Mayor Donnie Tuck recently traveled 
to Washington D.C. to speak at a Congressional Briefing and event, organized by the 
coalition and the Bipartisan Policy Center, regarding flooding and sea level rise issues and 
Hampton's perspectives on these issues.  
 
The coalition continues to build its policy platform and currently offers: 
 

 A member portal to share information and best practices 
 

 Communication and branding tools, including consultation to develop talking points 
for meetings with local community members or state or federal leaders 
 

 Assistance scoping efforts for flood-related planning 
 
 A competitive pilot program to fund in-kind adaptation planning services for city 

and town members through a partnership with Atkins Engineering 
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Ms. Baker concluded her presentation by assuring the Commission that joining is a simple 
process and membership is free.  
 
Chair Hipple asked for questions.  
 
Mr. Crum recommended that the Commission consider action to officially join the American 
Flood Coalition. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Andria McClellan Moved to join the American Flood Coalition; 

seconded by Commissioner Ella Ward. The Motion Carried. 
 
*Commissioners Brent Fedors and Robert Dyer departed 
 
Regional Legislative Agenda 
 
Mr. Crum, HRPDC Executive Director, addressed the Commission regarding the HRPDC and 
HRTPO Regional Legislative Agenda for the 2020 General Assembly Session. For the past 
three years, the HRPDC and HRTPO have adopted a Regional Legislative Agenda to convey 
to the General Assembly and Federal Delegation issues of regional significance that should 
be addressed on behalf of the region. 
 
The schedule for development and adoption will be as follows: 
 

 July 18, 2019 – HRPDC and HRTPO review and discuss potential regional legislative 
priorities at their regular monthly meetings 

 
 August 28, 2019 – Joint Meeting between the HRPDC, HRTPO, and Hampton Roads 

Caucus to discuss regional issues/priorities 
 
 October 17, 2019 – HRPDC and HRTPO adopt a Regional Legislative Agenda 

 
Mr. Crum provided a description of topics that staff recommends the Commission consider 
for inclusion in this year’s Regional Legislative Agenda.  
 

 Offshore Wind – State adoption of a target goal for renewable energy in Virginia, and 
State support to explore the potential for Port of Virginia property to be used to 
support the supply chain for the offshore wind industry 
 
Vice-Chair McClellan stated that based on feedback, a goal may not be strong 
enough. She suggested specific language based on the area’s competitive advantages 
and commented that if the region wants Tier 1 offshore manufacturing companies to 
come to Virginia and Hampton Roads, then there needs to be a purchase agreement 
in place.  
 
Commissioner Debbie Ritter commented that in addition to construction, the future 
for this area may be with related maintenance facilities and workforce. She 
suggested contacting Mr. Robert Matthias in Virginia Beach for additional input.  
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Mr. Crum thanked both Vice-Chair McClellan and Commissioner Ritter for their 
recommendations and indicated that staff will follow up regarding expanding and 
strengthening the requested language. 

 
 Economic Development Site Readiness – State funding programs and policies that 

assist local governments with preparing shovel ready sites for economic 
development and job creation 

 
 Broadband/Fiber – State funding programs and policies that support regional 

efforts to develop modern fiber networks 
 
*Commissioners Stephen Best, Robert Geis, and Patrick Roberts departed 

 
 Chesapeake Bay – Increased state funding to support localities work in addressing 

Chesapeake Bay nutrient reduction requirements 
 

 Urban Area Security Initiative – Sustain UASI funding levels for the Hampton Roads 
region 
 

 K-12 Public Education – Increased state funding for K-12 public education, with a 
goal of returning funding to pre-recession levels 
 
Commissioner Ward stressed the importance of the K-12 Public Education item 
because of the overall effects of quality of life in the community.  

 
 Housing – Support legislation that continues to appropriate funding of the Virginia 

Housing Trust Fund for housing programs and projects 
 

 Recurrent Flooding and Sea Level Rise – Support federal and state funding for 
recurrent flooding and sea level rise projects in Hampton Roads 

 
o Projects that protect the region’s military bases 

 
o The Defense Access Roads Program 

 
o State funding for matching funds for local governments participating in 

federal programs 
 

o Federal and state funding to support a regional resiliency planning program 
similar to federal transportation planning funds 
 

o Affording priority to communities with an adopted Joint Land Use Study 
 

Chair Hipple asked for questions. 
 
Vice-Chair McClellan recommended adding the FEMA disclosure of past flood claims 
(NFIP reform bill) to the Regional Legislative Agenda. She stated that the flood mitigation 
revolving fund would be helpful for localities to access dollars at the municipal level. 

 
Attachment 7A 



 

HRPDC Summary Minutes – July 18, 2019 - Page 11 
Prepared By: C. Mulkey 

 

Additionally, Vice-Chair McClellan recommended adding the ability for USACE studies to 
include military assets in cost benefit ratios. She commented that military assets are not 
currently considered, but if they were, the priority of many Hampton Roads projects could 
increase.  
 
*Commissioners Ella Ward, Amanda Jarratt, and Neil Morgan departed 
 
Commissioner Ritter commented that she would ask Chesapeake staff to share updated 
information they have regarding the FEMA disclosure. Regarding the K12 Public Education 
topic, Commissioner Ritter suggested considering specific adjustments to the standards of 
quality. She explained that if enhanced school security were included in the standards of 
quality, then there may be a state funding component.  
 
*Commissioners Michael Johnson, Barry Porter, and Kenneth Alexander departed 

 
Mr. Crum thanked the Commission for their input. 
 
HRPDC Three Month Tentative Schedule 
 
Chair Hipple briefed the Commission on the Three-Month Tentative Schedule. 
 
Advisory Committee Summaries 
 
Chair Hipple referenced the attached Advisory Committee Summaries. 
 
For Your Information 
 
Chair Hipple noted the items in the For Your Information section. 

 
Old/New Business 
 
There was no old or new business. 
 
Adjournment  
 
With no further business to come before the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission, 
the meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________________ _____________________________________________ 
 Michael Hipple  Robert A. Crum, Jr.  
 Chair Executive Director  
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Annual Previous Current % Received
REVENUES Budget YTD Month YTD /Expended

State PDC Revenue 151,943$        -$              -$                -$               0%

DEQ 112,500          -                -                  -                 0%

Housing DHCD/ Portsmouth/ Chesapeake 910,217          -                10,000            10,000           1%

Water Quality Assessment 467,502          -                -                  -                 0%

VDEM 681,175          -                -                  -                 0%

Local Jurisdiction Membership Dues 1,381,541       195,632        192,114          387,746         28%

Local Jurisdiction Programs 1,881,951       423,366        419,735          843,100         45%

HRMFFA 36,000            -                -                  -                 0%

JLUS 700,000          -                -                  -                 0%

Roanoke River Basin Association 50,000            -                -                  -                 0%

SALES, INTEREST & MISC 83,515            480               11,790            12,270           15%
VDOT-PL SEC 112 2,961,330       -                -                  -                 0%
HRTAC 114,000          -                -                  -                 0%
HRTAC - SEIS Feasibilty Study 1,684,000       -                -                  -                 0%
VDRPT 5303/ Pass Through 783,045          -                -                  -                 0%
SP&R 72,500            -                -                  -                 0%

Special Contracts/Deferred/Pass Through 1,021,697       -                -                  -                 0%
               Total Revenue 13,092,916     619,477        633,638          1,253,115      10%

EXPENDITURES
PERSONNEL 4,880,327$     290,179$      302,511$        592,690$       12%
STANDARD CONTRACTS 192,555 -                196                 196                0%
SPECIAL CONTRACTS/PASS THROUGH 7,444,668 174,413        257,767          432,180         6%
OFFICE SERVICES 575,366          34,406          24,360            58,765           10%
INDIRECT COSTS -                  118,474        123,509          241,982         0%
                 Total Expenses 13,092,916     617,472        708,342          1,325,813      10%

TOTALS -$                2,005$          (74,704)$         (72,698)$        

FISCAL YEAR 2020
8/31/19

STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES
17% OF FISCAL YEAR COMPLETE
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Hampton Roads  
Planning District Commission 

 
2020 

Regional Legislative Agenda 
 
 

Coastal Resiliency 
 
 Request State funding that can be used by local governments as a local match to participate in 

Federal funding programs 
 Saves the State money by bringing more Federal dollars to Virginia for resiliency 

projects 
 Helps localities with debt capacity limits participate in federal programs 
 Creates Local/State/Federal partnerships 

 
 Request that the Commonwealth create a State Resiliency Assistance Fund 

 Modeled on Stormwater Local Assistance Fund (SLAF) 
 Funds projects based on established criteria and addresses equity gap 
 Supports planning and mitigation in areas with limited resources 

 
 Request State or Federal funding to create regional planning capacity around resiliency issues 

 Modeled on Transportation PL funds used to support regional planning efforts 
 Administer through the NOAA Coastal Zone Management Program 

 
 Request that the State provide resources to support the Virginia Coastal Resilience Master Plan 

 
 Support Federal/State funding for recurrent flooding/sea level rise projects in Hampton Roads 

 Projects that protect our region’s military bases 
 Priority to communities with adopted JLUS 
 Support for Defense Access Roads Program  
 Defense Community Infrastructure Program 

 
 Advocate for policy changes to federal resiliency programs that assist localities in their local 

efforts to address resiliency issues 
 Some existing policies hinder locality efforts to advance local programs and projects 

 
 Consider a special assessment to support a professional advocate to represent the region on 

federal coastal resiliency policy issues.  (Estimated Year 1 Costs:  $50,000) 
 Need for ongoing and consistent advocacy at Federal level to deliver success 
 Advocate for federal policy changes 
 Ability for USACE Studies to include military facilities as one example of a policy 

change that is needed 
 NOAA Atlas 14 Update 
 FEMA Disclosure Issues  
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Offshore Wind 
 
 Request State support to attract companies to Hampton Roads that support the emerging 

offshore wind industry and create jobs for Virginia 
 
Economic Development Site Readiness 
 
 Support funding programs and policies that assist local governments with preparing shovel 

ready sites for economic development and job creation 
 
Broadband/Fiber 
 
 Support funding programs and policies that advance regional efforts to develop modern fiber 

networks 
 
Chesapeake Bay 
 
 Support increased State funding to support localities work in addressing Chesapeake Bay 

nutrient reduction requirements 
 

 Support State policies that allow localities to promote the conservation, planting and 
replacement of trees 
 

 Support legislation and funding for DEQ to study options for establishing a point system 
through the SLAF program that includes nitrogen 

 
Urban Areas Security Initiative (UASI) 
 
 Sustain UASI funding levels for the Hampton Roads region 
 
K-12 Public Education 
 
 Support the continuation of efforts to provide increased state funding for K-12 public 

education, with a goal of returning to pre-recession levels 
 Support adjustments to Standards of Learning 
 Support school security 
 Support programs that expand Arts programs 

 
Housing 
 
 Support legislation that continues to appropriate funding of the Virginia Housing Trust Fund 

for housing programs and projects 
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MEETING SUMMARY 
COASTAL RESILIENCY COMMITTEE 

 
The Coastal Resiliency Committee met on September 27, 2019. The following items were 
discussed. 
 
 Mr. Ben McFarlane, HRPDC, presented the proposed FY21 Coastal Resiliency Program 

budget to the Committee for its recommendation. All localities present and voting voted 
in favor of the budget. The HRPDC staff will follow up with those localities that were not 
present to record their votes in accordance with the Committee’s guidelines. 

 Ms. Ashley Gordon, HRPDC, updated the Committee on the first floor elevation data 
project. 

 Ms. Whitney Katchmark, HRPDC, briefed the Committee on proposed regional 
legislative priorities related to coastal resiliency. The Committee concurred with the 
proposed priorities. 

 Ms. Katchmark updated the Committee on the roadway flooding sensors effort, 
including the results of the Request for Information that was released over the summer 
and next steps. 

 Ms. Ashley Gordon, HRPDC, updated the Committee on the regional resiliency project 
dashboard and plans for updating locality data included in the portal.  

 Several Committee members and guests provided status reports. 
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MEETING SUMMARY 
DIRECTORS OF UTILITIES COMMITTEE  

 
 
The Directors of Utilities Committee met on September 4, 2019. The following items were 
discussed: 
 
 Mr. Mike Pucci, Roanoke River Basin Association (RRBA), briefed the group on 

personnel changes, the current financial status of the RRBA, and activities that the 
RRBA has overseen throughout the past year. 
 

 Ms. Katie Cullipher, HRPDC, updated the group on the Help2Others rebranding 
initiative. 

 
 Ms. Whitney Katchmark, HRPDC, briefed the group on the proposed FY2020-2021 

Regional Water Program and Wastewater Program Budgets. 
 

 Ms. Whitney Katchmark, HRPDC, summarized the July 2019 Groundwater Trading 
Workgroup that is working to develop legislation surrounding groundwater credit 
trading. 

 
 Staff reports included: Fats, Oils, and Grease MOA, HRSD Integrated Plan updates, 

Funding opportunities updates, summary of the August Waterworks Advisory 
Committee meeting, discussion of the EO-6 report, and American Water Infrastructure 
Act Resources and Training opportunities. 
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MEETING SUMMARY 
DIRECTORS OF UTILITIES COMMITTEE  

 
 
The Directors of Utilities Committee met on October 2, 2019. The following items were 
discussed: 
 
 Ms. Whitney Katchmark updated the group on the progress of online training for the 

Regional Construction Standards 
 

 Ms. Whitney Katchmark briefed the group on the preliminary results of the Hampton 
Roads Benchmark Monitoring Network (managed by USGS). 

 
 The Directors of Utilities Committee, which serves as the Local Advisory Committee for 

the Hampton Roads Regional Source Water Protection Plan, was briefed on current 
available resources and potential methods for risk prioritization. 

 
 Ms. Whitney Katchmark briefly summarized the Internet of Water program. 

 
 The group discussed whether they would recommend continued funding for the 

Roanoke River Basin Association. 
 
 Staff reports included: Fats, Oils, and Grease MOA, HRSD Integrated Plan updates, 

FY2020-2021 reminders, Groundwater Trading Workgroup Updates, and EPA policy 
proposal for Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia. 
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MEETING SUMMARY 
REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

 
The Regional Environmental Committee met on August 1, 2019. The following items were 
discussed. 
 
 Ms. Jill Sunderland, HRPDC, gave a presentation to the Committee on an stormwater 

management technology consisting of nutrient absorbing pellets and foam that absorb 
phosphorous and promote denitrification. 

 Mr. Bill Conkle, DCR, gave a presentation to the Committee on the master planning 
process for state parks and an update on the status of master plans at several parks in 
Hampton Roads, including Chippokes, First Landing, False Cape, and Middle Peninsula.  

 Mr. Danny Barker, HRSD, gave a presentation to the Committee on HRSD’s bacteria 
source tracking program, which is currently working in Chesapeake, Hampton, Newport 
News, Suffolk, and Virginia Beach. 

 Ms. Katie Cullipher, HRPDC, gave a presentation to the Committee on the outcomes of 
the Great American Cleanup events that were held in Hampton Roads localities. 

 The HRPDC staff briefed the Committee on several topics and priorities that will be 
discussed at the upcoming joint meeting between the HRPDC, HRTPO, and Hampton 
Roads General Assembly delegation. Issues discussed included water quality, renewable 
energy, and resiliency. 

 Several Committee members and guests provided status reports. 
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MEETING SUMMARY 
REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

 
The Regional Environmental Committee met on September 5, 2019. The following items 
were discussed. 
 
 Ms. Jill Sunderland, HRPDC, gave a presentation to the Committee on an innovative tree 

hydration system, the TreeDiaper, which helps maintain consistent soil moisture 
conditions. 

 Ms. Alaurah Moss, Dewberry, gave a presentation to the Committee on the nature-based 
features component of the City of Virginia Beach’s Comprehensive Sea Level Rise and 
Recurrent Flooding Study.  

 Ms. Sara Kidd, HRPDC, gave a presentation to the Committee on the HRPDC’s regional 
GIS portal, www.hrgeo.org, including several case studies from HRPDC and HRTPO 
projects. 

 Ms. Katie Cullipher, HRPDC, gave a presentation to the Committee on the askHRgreen 
Environmental Education Program Annual Update for FY19. 

 Several Committee members and guests provided status reports. 
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MEETING SUMMARY 
REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

 
The Regional Environmental Committee met on October 3, 2019. The following items were 
discussed. 
 
 Mr. Ray Crabbs, IBC Renewables, gave a presentation to the Committee on the proposed 

Chesapeake Integrated BioEnergy Complex.  

 Ms. Whitney Katchmark, HRPDC, briefed the Committee on the proposed FY21 Regional 
Stormwater Program budget. All localities present and voting voted in favor of the 
proposed budget. The HRPDC staff will follow up with those localities that were not 
present to record their votes in accordance with the Committee’s guidelines. 

 Ms. Jill Sunderland, HRPDC, gave a presentation to the Committee on a study published 
by the University of Wisconsin Sea Grant on barriers to implementation of green 
infrastructure BMPs. 

 Dr. KC Filippino, HRPDC, briefed the Committee on the final Virginia Phase III 
Watershed Implementation Plan.  

 Mr. Ben McFarlane, HRPDC, updated the Committee on the Virginia Coastal Zone 
Management Program’s selection of new focal areas for FY20-22.  

 Several Committee members and guests provided status reports. 
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August 19, 2019 

 
Mr. Robert A. Crum, Jr. 
Hampton Roads Planning District Commission 
Hampton Roads Transportation Planning Organization 
723 Woodlake Drive 
Chesapeake, Virginia 23320 
 
Dear Mr. Crum, 
 
I would like to bring your attention to a recent development regarding the Norfolk Airport 
Authority and our neighbors, the United States Navy. Attached you will find a letter from Rear 
Admiral Rock, Commander of Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, expressing concerns for the Norfolk 
Airport’s Master Plan Update that includes options for a parallel runway. You will also find a 
response letter from the Chairman of the Norfolk Airport Authority Board of Commissioners, 
Malcolm Branch. We are committed to finding an amicable solution that both fits the Airport’s 
need to meet the economic growth of the Hampton Roads region, while also accommodating 
the Navy’s ever-changing mission. Please don’t hesitate to reach out should you have any 
questions or concerns.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Robert S. Bowen A.A.E. 
Executive Director
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