
 SOUTHSIDE NETWORK AUTHORITY 
INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

 

Location: 
Salary: 
Closing Date: 

Hampton Roads (Southeastern Virginia) 
Negotiable; DOE/DOQ 
Review of applicants begins February 3, 2020 

 
About the Southside Network Authority 
 
The five Southside cities of the Hampton Roads region (Chesapeake, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Suffolk and Virginia Beach) have 
approved the formation of the Southside Networking Authority (Authority).  The Authority will be responsible for providing 
oversight and management for the planning, design, operation and management of the Southside fiber ring and the regional 
broadband initiative. 
 
The Position 
 
The Southside Network Authority is seeking a highly qualified professional for the position of Interim Executive Director.  The 
successful candidate will provide administrative staff support to the Authority.  The Executive Director is directly accountable to the 
Board of Directors for the competent and faithful management of the affairs of the Authority.  The position requires demonstrated 
experience in interacting with a variety of local governments, authorities and agencies and the ability to communicate complex 
issues, challenges, and solutions to a wide variety of groups and individuals.   
 
The Candidate 
 
The successful candidate will demonstrate the experience, knowledge, skills and ability to: 
 
• Develop an organizational strategic plan that will include the identification of staff needs and resources for the Authority. 
• Provide administrative staff support to the Authority 
• Provide oversight for the final design work for the Southside Fiber Ring (design to be completed by a professional 

consultant) 
• Prepare an operational budget for the Authority’s first year of operation 
• Develop and implement an interim communications strategy 
• Develop positive relationships with federal, state and local elected officials and senior professional staff in member 

localities and the region 
• Establish collaborative affiliations with local service providers, regional transport providers, national backbone operators 

and data center developers to create an awareness of the Authority as an option for local access 
• Leverage the subsea transatlantic cables as an economic development opportunity for the region 
 
Core Responsibilities 
 
• Ensures all resolutions, directives, and orders of the Board of Directors are faithfully executed in accordance with the 

laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia and the United States of America. 
• Provides regular reports to the Board of Directors as required or as he/she deems advisable on the progress and status 

of the affairs of the Authority. 
• Receives reports from and give direction to all employees and contractors of the Authority, except where he/she may 

have delegated this authority. 
• Submits an annual budget proposal to the Board of Directors with recommendations. 
• Prudently executes the budget as developed by the Board of Directors. 
• Keeps the Board of Directors fully apprised on the financial state of the Authority and on future financial needs. 
• Hires and assigns responsibilities to all subordinate employees of the Authority. 
• Oversees all contracts. 



 

• Develops an annual business plan with Capital and O&M forecasts for the Authority; and regularly apprises the Board of 
the financial condition of the Authority and the anticipated future funding needs. 

• Meets with the Authority’s direct stakeholders to inform them of progress and plans. 
• Assists the Board of Directors in development of its long-term strategic plan, and keeps accurate records of its Asset 

Management Plan (AMP) and capital improvement program (CIP).  
• Supervises the performance of all public contracts, oversee procurement processes, purchase, and inventory of 

materials and supplies. 
• Develops relationships with local incumbent operators and competitive local exchange companies and creates an 

awareness of the Authority. 
• Supports the member localities' Chief Information Officers (CIOs) in meeting and improving their connectivity 

requirements, and similarly supports the CIOs of local schools and colleges. 
• Supports economic development in the region by working closely with local economic development partners to retain 

and attract businesses. 
• Meets with external audiences to create awareness of the Authority and its activities and the desirability of the Hampton 

Roads region as place to do business for technology-based businesses. 
• Meets with regional stakeholders (businesses and community leaders within the Hampton Roads region) to understand 

their communications needs and facilitate solutions. 
• Identifies ways the Authority’s network can be used to facilitate solutions for unserved and underserved areas. 
• Ensures the completion of the construction of the initial Regional Fiber Ring, on time and on budget. 

 
To Apply 

 
• To be considered, applicants must submit a cover letter, résumé and at least three (3) professional references, to Kelli 

Arledge, Human Resources Administrator, at karledge@hrpdcva.gov, or mail documents to:    
 

Kelli E. Arledge 
Human Resources Administrator 
Hampton Roads Planning District Commission 
723 Woodlake Drive, Chesapeake, VA 23320 

 
About Hampton Roads  
 
The Hampton Roads area is located in southeastern Virginia where the Atlantic Ocean meets the Chesapeake Bay. The 
region’s land area covers approximately 2,907 square miles and includes an extensive system of waterways including the 
Intercoastal Waterway and the James, York, Nansemond and Elizabeth Rivers.  Hampton Roads is rich in cultural treasures, 
reflecting the diversity of its communities and a variety of annual festivals celebrate the heritage of the region. History, 
music, drama, and art can also be found in a multitude of theaters and museums in the area. Norfolk is recognized as the 
Arts capital of Virginia, and is the home city for the Virginia Symphony, Virginia Ballet, Virginia Opera and the 
Commonwealth Theatre Company. The NorVa Theater, a downtown concert venue, offers concerts featuring national 
touring acts and well-known artists.  The City of Virginia Beach is the number one vacation destination in Virginia. The City’s 
three-mile boardwalk is only part of what makes the City so attractive to locals and visitors alike.  From Croatan Beach to the 
south all the way to the North End beaches of the City, Virginia Beach reveals its vibrancy and laid back beach vibe, all 
wrapped up in a sprawling, park-like setting.  The Mariner's Museum in Newport News is one of the most famous and 
complete maritime museums in the world. Also located in Newport News is the Virginia War Museum, featuring the largest 
collection of war relics and historical records in the United States. Nauticus, the National Maritime Center, is located on the 
downtown Norfolk waterfront and is home to the Battleship Wisconsin. Williamsburg and James City County offer a wide 
range of activities and historic destinations; whether it is Williamsburg and the Colonial Capital or Busch Gardens 
Amusement park. Facilities located along the James and York Rivers offer a variety of activities that include boating, fishing, 
camping, biking, and tennis.  Washington, D.C. is 200 miles to the north, and Richmond, the state capital, is located 100 
miles to the west. 

mailto:karledge@hrpdcva.gov

